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Section 1  

Introduction 

1.1 Overview 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Little Rock District is proposing to revise the Table Rock 

Lake Shoreline Management Plan (SMP). The current Table Rock Lake Master Plan (MP) was revised in 

February 2014 through an extensive public involvement process. Based on the comments received during 

the SMP scoping workshops held in March 2015 and from several focus groups, the Corps developed six 

alternatives for a revised SMP that reflect the diverse viewpoints among lake users and stakeholders.  

USACE conducted a series of public workshops to present the draft plan and alternatives and to solicit 

public review and comment on the Draft SMP, alternatives, and Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) that 

describes potential impacts of each alternative.  During the public comment period on the draft SMP, 

USACE also accepted comments on the MP.  This report summarizes the workshop process and the public 

comments received at the workshops and during the public comment period. 

The MP is the guidance document that describes how the resources of the lake will be managed in the 

future and provides the vision for how the lake should look in the future. USACE Engineer Regulation (ER) 

and Engineer Pamphlet (EP) 1130‐2‐550 with Change 7 and Change 5, respectively, dated January 30, 2013, 

establish guidance for developing MPs for USACE Civil Works projects. MPs are required for fee‐owned 

lands, in addition to civil works projects, for which USACE has administrative responsibility for the 

management of natural and manmade resources. The primary goals of an MP are to “prescribe an overall 

land use management plan, resource objectives, and associated design and management concepts” (EP 

1130‐2‐550).  MPs are reviewed every 5 years, and minor changes are made through supplements. An MP 

that has been excessively supplemented, is out‐of‐date, or does not serve its intended purpose due to 

changes in the project should be revised.  

The SMP is a comprehensive plan for managing the shoreline, including effects of human activities on the 

shoreline. Preparation of and periodic revisions of an SMP are mandated by federal regulations found at 

Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 327.30, which also contains requirements for an 

SMP. The SMP regulates activities that may occur along the shoreline such as dock construction, improved 

access paths to docks, and vegetation management on the government lands and waters. The SMP for 

Table Rock Lake establishes policy and furnishes guidelines for the protection and preservation of the 

desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline while maintaining a balance between public and 

private shoreline uses.   

USACE also prepared an environmental assessment (EA) in compliance with the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (as amended), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) guidelines (40 CFR 

Parts 1500‐1508), and ER 200‐2‐2 Procedures for Implementing NEPA. The EA evaluates the potential 

environmental effects of the SMP revisions.  An environmental impact statement (EIS) would be prepared 

only if significant environmental effects that are identified during preparation of the EA could result from 

the MP revisions. 
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1.2 Purpose and Need for Shoreline Management Plan 
Revision 
The purpose of the project is to review and revise the Table Rock Lake SMP.  The revision is intended to 

meet the following objectives: 

 Manage and protect the shoreline  

 Establish and maintain acceptable fish and wildlife habitat, aesthetic quality and natural 

environment conditions and to  

 Promote the safe and healthful use of the lake and shoreline for recreational purposes by all 

Americans.   

Table Rock Lake was selected as one of three representative study areas in the Southwestern Division 

designated to develop the initial lakeshore management plans in the late 1970’s. Of the Corps’ 432 lakes 

with Environmental Stewardship mission, Table Rock is one of only 112 lakes that allow private shoreline 

use.  

The 1982 SMP for Table Rock Lake implemented a “community docks only” policy for all new docks placed 

on the lake. This concept, unique to Table Rock Lake, also limited family units to only two single slips and 

the mooring of two boats in community docks placed on the lake after the approval of the 1982 SMP. 

These policies were retained in the 1996 SMP. The SMP also allows individuals to apply for permits to make 

minor alterations to vegetation around habitable structures for land based private uses including 

vegetation modification, foot path construction, planting and landscaping, under‐brushing, mowing, and 

erosion control.  

The need to update the Table Rock Lake SMP was triggered by the recent update of the Table Rock Lake 

MP in 2014 and requirements for updating both plans were laid out in the Water Resources Development 

Act (WRDA) of 2016.  

WRDA 2016 is legislation signed into law under the Water Resources Infrastructure Improvements for 

Nation (WIIN) Act by President Obama on December 16, 2016. The Act addresses America’s water 

infrastructure needs which are critical for the Nation’s economic competitiveness and domestic security.  

Section 1185 of the WRDA 2016 specifically required USACE to conduct a 60‐day comment period for 

revisions to the Table Rock Lake MP and SMP; temporarily lift or suspend the moratorium on the issuance 

of new, and modifications to existing, shoreline use permits; and establish an oversight committee to 

review permit requests under the existing MP at the recommendation of the district engineer, and to 

advise the district engineer on revisions to the MP and SMP.  After these conditions were met USACE could 

then finalize the revisions to the Table Rock Lake MP and SMP. 

1.3 Project Area 
Table Rock Lake is a man‐made lake or reservoir located in southwest Missouri and portions of 

northwestern Arkansas and was formed in 1958 by construction of a dam on the White River near Branson, 

Missouri. The lake is about 43,000 acres in size with over 745 miles of shoreline. The lake provides many 

recreational opportunities, fish and wildlife habitat, and is a popular location for year‐round, vacation, and 

retirement homes. In addition to boating and swimming, Table Rock Lake is nationally known for its bass 
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fishing, along with opportunities to catch crappie, sunfish and catfish. The clarity of the water makes Table 

Rock Lake a popular place for scuba diving. 

During high water periods and flood events, Table Rock Lake is operated in conjunction with other lakes in 

the White River basin to prevent damage along the White and lower Mississippi Rivers. The dam also 

generates hydropower.  

1.4 Purpose of this Report 
The following report summarizes the public participation process for, and the public comments resulting 

from, the Table Rock Lake SMP Revision draft plan release workshops and comment period held in summer 

2017.  While the Table Rock Lake MP was recently updated in 2014, the USACE used this public comment 

period to get additional input on the MP.  It was directed by law, WIIN/WRDA 2016, that USACE open 

comments back up on the MP during the public comment period of the draft SMP. 
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Section 2  

Draft Plan Release Process 

2.1 Overview 
In accordance with NEPA and ER 200‐2‐2, USACE initiated the environmental compliance and review 

process for the Table Rock Lake SMP revision project. A Draft EA was prepared to identify potential direct, 

indirect, and cumulative impacts related to implementation of the SMP.  The comment period was 

scheduled from June 30 to August 30, 2017.  To ensure that all interested persons were given ample 

opportunity to comment the comment period was extended to September 15, 2017.  

As part of the draft plan release phase of the environmental process, three workshops were hosted on July 

31, August 1, and August 2, 2017 to gather comments on the Draft Revised SMP, the Draft EA and the Draft 

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The workshops also gave the public an opportunity to learn about 

the alternatives and provide input on the MP.  

Workshop attendees were provided a comment card that asked for responses to specific questions in 

addition to providing general comments about the plan and the environmental review. The specific 

questions included: 

 Please circle the number that best represents your opinion of the draft documents: Revised 

Shoreline Management Plan, draft Environmental Assessment, and draft Finding of No Significant 

Impact: 1 Strong Disapprove and 10 Strongly Approve 

 What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Revised Shoreline 

Management Plan? 

 What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Environmental 

Assessment and draft Finding of No Significant Impact prepared for the Shoreline Management 

Plan Revision? 

 Comments on the 2014 Master Plan 

USACE published notice of the workshops through an email blast, a direct mail postcard, press releases, 

display ads in several regional and local papers, and announcements on the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage 

and the Little Rock District Facebook page. The postcard notice, and email blast were sent to landowners 

adjacent to USACE‐owned lands around the lake, dock permit holders, marina and resort owners, and dock 

builders. Postcards were sent to those for whom only a postal address was available; all others received 

the email blast.  

2.2 Public Comment Period 
Notification of the draft review comment period and workshops was completed via several forms of media 

as described further in this section. Three workshops were held as described in Section 2.2.3. 
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2.2.1 Notification Database 
USACE maintains a database of stakeholder groups interested in activities around Table Rock Lake, which 

includes resort and marina owners.  Other databases maintained by USACE include shoreline use permit 

holders, dock builders, NRRS campers, and local area fishing permit licensees.  In addition, USACE 

developed lists of adjacent property owners based on the databases maintained by the county assessors of 

the surrounding counties.  

2.2.2 Public Notification Activities 
Strategies to engage the public to participate in the SMP and environmental review process and to 

encourage people to attend workshops included (1) providing multiple convenient and accessible locations 

for the workshops, (2) providing easy‐to‐understand information that helps people provide informed 

comments, (3) providing multiple ways to obtain information and submit comments, and (4) ensuring that 

stakeholders are aware of the planning process and understand how public input will be used.  

Invitations to the public workshops were mailed directly to people in the notification database, and email 

invitations were sent to persons and organizations when email addresses were available. Newspaper 

display ads were placed in seven local and regional papers.  Additionally, a Table Rock Lake SMP webpage 

was used to provide information about the process and workshops.  Facebook was also used to distribute 

project information before, during, and after the workshops. 

Each notification medium was assigned a unique short uniform resource locator (URL) to direct recipients 

to the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage for more information.  This allowed USACE to track how people heard 

about the workshops and the planning processes and to evaluate the effectiveness of various notification 

methods for future projects. 

2.2.2.1 Direct Mail Notification 

On July 19, 2017, 34,953 postcards were mailed to those listed in the notification database without email 

addresses. Of these, 2,500 were returned.  

The postcard notification included information on the workshop locations and dates, how to provide 

comments, the comment period closing date, and the Table Rock Lake SMP web address. The direct mail 

postcard is included in Appendix A. The postcard resulted in 1,852 visits to the Table Rock Lake SMP 

webpage during the comment period. 

2.2.2.2 Email Notification 

An email blast inviting participation and including information on the workshops was sent on July 18, 2017, 

to 8,692 email addresses. These emails were sent to persons in the notification database for whom email 

addresses were available. Of the total emails sent, approximately 100 were returned as undeliverable. The 

information in the email blast was the same as the information on the postcard notification. The email 

blast resulted in 325 visits to the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage during the comment period. 

2.2.2.3 Newspaper Advertisements 

To invite the public to the workshops and to notify people about the comment period, display 

advertisements were placed in regional and local newspapers around Table Rock Lake. Newspaper display 

ad placement was coordinated through the Arkansas Press Services, Inc., which works with all the local and 

regional papers. Each display ad ran for one day. The display ads included the same information as was 

included on the direct mail postcards, and copies of the published ads are included in Appendix A. 
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Newspaper display ads resulted in five visits to the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage during the comment 

period. 

Newspaper display ads ran in the following newspapers on the dates noted: 

 Forsyth Taney County Times on July 19 

 MO/Branson Tri‐Lakes News on July 19 

 The Knob Rock Rattler on July 19 

 Harrison Daily Times on July 22 

 MO/Springfield News Leader on July 23 

 Berryville Carroll County News Midweek on July 25 

 MO/Kimberling City Stone County Gazette on July 27 

2.2.2.4 Table Rock Lake SMP Webpage 

A webpage, http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Planning/Table‐Rock‐Lake‐Shoreline‐Management‐

Plan/, was developed for the SMP revision project. The site included information about Table Rock Lake, 

the SMP revision process, the Draft SMP, and Draft EA. Information on the site included the dates and 

locations of the workshops, how to submit comments, and who to contact for more information. The 

website also contained an online interactive map, an online comment form, the SMP revision timeline, and 

the workshop information boards. 

Short URLs or specific web addresses (e.g., http://go.usa.gov/xN92n) were developed for each notification 

method (e.g., postcard, email) as described in Section 2.2.2.7. These short URLs made it easier for the 

public to access the webpage and allowed USACE to evaluate the effectiveness of each notification 

method. Between June 30 and September 15, 2017, the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage was visited 7,524 

times.  	

2.2.2.5 Social Media 

The Little Rock District Facebook pages were used to distribute project information. Facebook posts 

included information like that found on the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage: information about Table Rock 

Lake, the SMP revision process, and the draft plan release process. Information on the draft plan release 

process included the dates and locations of the workshops, how to submit comments, and who to contact 

for more information. Social media posts resulted in an estimated eight visits to the Table Rock Lake SMP 

webpage during the comment period. 

In addition, during the week of the workshops, the Facebook pages were updated with status reports, 

photos, and information from the workshops. 

2.2.2.6 Other Notification Activities 

To maximize the coverage of the outreach effort for the scoping workshops, a media release was sent to 

local media outlets using the Southwestern Division, Little Rock District, Table Rock Lake Media distribution 

list on June 30, 2017. This release was used to inform the public of comment period on the Table Rock Lake 

SMP and MP. A second media release was sent on July 17, 2017 to inform the public of the upcoming 

workshops.  A third media release was sent on August 15, 2017 reminding the public of the end of the 

comment period and encouraging them to provide comments. A fourth media release was sent out on 
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August 22, 2017, informing the public that the comment period had been extended. Copies of the press 

releases are in Appendix A. 

Eleven media outlets reported on the Table Rock Lake SMP revision, public workshops, and the comment 

period 35 times.  Copies of the media coverage are in Appendix B. 

Flyers, including information on the SMP revision process, the three public workshop locations and dates, 

how to provide comments, the comment period closing date, and the project web address, were posted at 

park gatehouses and various local businesses and sent to marinas and resorts.  A copy of the flyer is in 

Appendix A.  

2.2.2.7 Webpage Statistics 

Each type of notification (e.g., display ads, postcard, email, Facebook page) provided a different URL or 

specific web address to the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage. This was done to gather information on how 

people found out about and accessed the webpage. The following lists the number of people who accessed 

the webpage by the media notification web address used. In total, between June 30 and September 15, 

2017, the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage was visited 7,524 times.  

 Press releases: 4,958 

 Email blast: 325 

 Postcard notification: 1,852 

 Newspaper ads: 5 

 Social media (Facebook): 8 

 Comment cards: 338 

 Flyers: 11 

 Fact Sheet: 27 

2.2.3 Public Workshops 
USACE hosted three public workshops to gather input the Draft Revised SMP, the Draft EA, and the Draft 

FONSI, as well as the 2014 MP. Workshops were scheduled in compliance with NEPA guidelines, and 

locations were selected to reflect an equitable geographic coverage around the lake. The locations were all 

within the project area and were accessible in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

The public workshops were held in the first half of the public comment period. To provide the greatest 

opportunity for community participation, workshops were held in different locations surrounding the lake 

over three separate evenings. 

A total of 861 people signed in at the three public workshops (Figure 2‐1). A total of 66 comment cards or 

letters were returned at the public workshops, and 35 people spoke to the court reporters that were 

available to take oral comments. An additional 3,109 comment submittals were received via letters, email, 

fax, and mailed comment cards by the close of the public comment period. In total, 3,175 comment 

submittals were received from members of the public by the end of the comment period. 
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Workshop 1: Branson 
Monday, July 31, 2017 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Chateau on the Lake 
415 North State Highway 265 
Branson, Missouri 
Attendees: 216 signed in 
Comments: 25 comment cards or letters were submitted at the workshop 

Workshop 2: Shell Knob 
Tuesday, August 1, 2017 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Shell Knob Central Community United Methodist Church 
25682 State Highway YY 
Shell Knob, Missouri 
Attendees: 325 signed in 
Comments: 14 comment cards or letters were submitted at the workshop 

Workshop 3: Reeds Spring 
Wednesday, August 2, 2017 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Reeds Spring High School 
20277 State Highway 413 
Reeds Spring, Missouri 
Attendees: 320 signed in 
Comments: 27 comment cards or letters were submitted at the workshop 
 

 
Figure 2‐1. Branson Public Workshop Sign‐in 
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2.2.3.1 Public Workshop Format 

The purpose of the public workshops was to present the six SMP alternatives and get feedback on the Draft 

Revised SMP, Draft EA, and Draft FONSI.  As well as, obtain additional comments on the 2014 MP.  During 

each workshop, participants had the opportunity to view project display boards, which highlighted the SMP 

revision process, and ask questions or raise concerns directly to project team members stationed around 

the room. A large map was available for discussions regarding current land classifications and shoreline 

allocations. Four computers were set up during the workshops with access to the online interactive map 

showing the current land classifications and proposed shoreline allocations to facilitate responses to 

questions about the lake and the SMP revision process.  

Written comments were collected at each workshop in the form of the comment cards and were accepted 

by mail, fax, and email after the workshops until the close of the comment period on September 15, 2017.	

2.2.3.2 Public Workshop Materials 

Each public workshop attendee was offered a two‐page fact sheet (Appendix C) and a comment card 

(Appendix C). The fact sheet provided a brief overview of the SMP and MP revisions, information about 

Table Rock Lake, the proposed schedule for the SMP revision process, and the six alternatives. The 

comment card included information on how to comment and allowed attendees to either submit written 

comments at the workshop or mail them in later during the comment period. The comment card was 

designed as a self‐mailer so that individuals could easily mail comments to USACE if they needed more time 

to develop their comments after attending the public workshops. The comment cards also contained 

information on how to submit comments via email or through the website. 

Several display boards were developed and used during the workshops. The boards provided information 

on the SMP revision process and provided a backdrop for one‐on‐one questions and answers with USACE 

staff. The boards included:  

 How to Comment  

 Environmental Assessment 

 Why Revise the Shoreline Management Plan? 

 Issues Evaluated in the Environmental Assessment 

 Relationship between the MP and the SMP 

 Alternative 4: Major Proposed Changes (3 Boards) 

 Project Timeline 

 Descriptions of Master Plan Land Classifications and Shoreline Management Plan Shoreline 

Allocations 

 Explanation of Boat County Study and Access Opportunities 

 Public Recreation Areas Removed in Preferred Alternative Map 

 Shoreline Zoning Management in Alternatives  

 Dock and Floating Facilities in Alternatives 
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 Vegetation Modification and Other in Alternatives 

The exhibit boards are included in Appendix D. 

2.3 Comments Received 
The public comment period was held from June 30, 2017 to September 15, 2017, which provided more 

than the 60‐day required comment period. All interested persons were provided opportunities to submit 

written comments at the three workshops as well as via email, fax, or mail. The comment cards distributed 

at the public workshops were designed to facilitate return of written comments either at the workshop or 

via mail later during the public comment period. Editable comment forms were available on the Table Rock 

Lake SMP webpage and could be directly submitted upon completion. Email comments could be sent to a 

project‐specific email address, which was included on the Table Rock Lake SMP webpage as well as on all 

the notice materials distributed and the comment cards. Many workshop participants took multiple 

comment cards to distribute to friends and family who were not able to attend a workshop in person. In 

addition, a court reporter was present at each workshop to allow participants to record oral comments. 

In total, 3,175 comment submittals (letters, emails, comment cards, or oral comments) were received from 

members of the public by the end of the comment period. Copies of all the public comments submitted 

during the comment period are included in Appendix E.  

 



	

Table Rock Lake Draft SMP Release Report 3‐1 

Section 3  

Comment Summary 

This section presents a summary of comments received during the public comment period in 2017. The 

actual comments may be found in Appendix E.  

3.1 Introduction  
USACE accepted comments on the Table Rock Lake SMP Revision throughout the entire comment period 

from June 30 through September 15, 2017. Community groups, members of the public, and other 

interested parties submitted 3,175 letters, emails, comment cards, and faxes or made oral comments at 

one of the workshops during this period. The summary table (Table 3‐1) provides a tally of the topics 

discussed in the comments.  

It should be noted that the combined numbers of comments listed in the following subsections and the 

summary table will be greater than the total number of comment submissions because most people 

discussed multiple topics in their submission. Topics covered in the comments included general comments 

about the plan and the environmental review as well as responses to the following items: 

 Please circle the number that best represents your opinion of the draft documents: Revised 

Shoreline Management Plan, Environmental Assessment, and Finding of No Significant Impact: 1 

Strongly Disapprove and 10 Strongly Approve 

 What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Revised Shoreline 

Management Plan? 

 What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Environmental 

Assessment and draft Finding of No Significant Impact prepared for the Shoreline Management 

Plan Revision? 

 Comments on the 2014 Master Plan 

3.2 Overview of Comments 
All comments were reviewed and categorized. The full text of each comment is included in Appendix E. On 

many topics, there were conflicting viewpoints, with some people indicating a desire for a change and 

others stating that there should be no change on that issue. The summaries in Sections 3.3 through 3.8 

highlight these points of divergence. 

Approximately 80 percent or 2,597 of the comments received were from a write‐in campaign.  These 

comments followed a standard format and provided the same viewpoint on many issues.  In addition, there 

was a space available on the write‐in campaign form to add additional unique comments or personal 

observations, which some commenters used.  Non‐unique comments provided through the write‐in 

campaign were tallied as separate comments in the totals provided in the following summaries. 
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Table 3‐1 provides a summary of the comments received during the comment period. While this table does 

not include every comment received, it provides a general summary of the topics most frequently 

submitted during the comment period.  The structure of the comment form appeared to lead many people 

to provide the same comments for each question on the comment form resulting in repetitious feedback.  

A more detailed summary of comments follows in Sections 3.3 through 3.10. The full text of all comments 

submitted by members of the public or stakeholder organizations is provided in Appendix E. 

Table 3‐1. Summary of Comments Received (Number) 

Circle the number that best represents your opinion of the draft documents:  
Revised SMP, EA, and FONISI:  
1 Strongly Disapprove and 10 Strongly Approve 

 1 (110) 

 2 (28) 

 3 (33) 

 4 (21) 

 5 (27) 

 6 (28) 

 7 (20) 

 8 (15) 

 9 (5) 

 10 (5) 

What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Revised SMP? 

 Object to Solar on Docks (165) 

 Object to Removal No‐wake Buoys (136) 

 Object to Vegetation Modification Language (46) 

 Object to Parking/Golf Cart Rules (43) 

 Object to Limits on Item Storage on Docks (27) 

 Dock Modification Language Too Restrictive (22) 

 Object to Carrying Capacity (16) 

 Control/Limit Number/Size of Boats (15) 

 Unbalance Between Residential and Commercial 
Dock Owners (15) 

 Preserve/Maintain Lakefront/Shoreline and 
Water Quality (14) 

 No Lake of the Ozarks (13) 

 Support Solar on New Docks (13) 

 Limit Number of New Docks (10) 

 Object to Change in Slip Size (8) 

 Support Limiting Number of Slips Per Dock (8) 

 Object to Stair Requirements (7) 

 Support Solar on Docks (6) 

 Concerned About Wakes (6) 

 Object to Changes (6) 

 Too Much Development/Overcrowded (5) 

 Control of Number/Size of Docks/Slips (5) 

 Maintain Lake Access (5) 

 Support Plan (4) 

 More Plan Details Needed (4) 

 Restrictive Plan (4) 

 Enforcement (3) 

 Support Solar, but Object to Forced Change 
(3) 

 Enjoy Recreation on Lake (2) 

 Dock Placement (2) 

 Grandfather Existing Docks (2) 

 Object to Marine Sanitation Devices 
Requirements (2) 

 Object to Walkway Design (2) 

 Support Change in Slip Size (2) 

 Concerned About Cost to Dock Owners & 
Maintain Real Estate Values (2) 

 Plan Not Public Friendly (2) 

 Plan Negative to Community (2) 

 Safety (2) 

 Object to Meeting Format (2) 
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What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft EA and draft FONSI 
prepared for the SMP Revision? 

 Object to Solar on Docks (51) 

 Object to Removal No‐wake Buoys (31) 

 Object to Vegetation Modification Language (24) 

 Preserve/Maintain Lakefront/Shoreline and 
Water Quality (14) 

 Current Regulations Adequate (13) 

 Object to Parking/Golf Cart Rules (9) 

 Object to Limits on Item Storage on Docks (8) 

 Control/Limit Number/Size of Boats (8) 

 Limiting Size and Number of Docks (6) 

 Plan Negative to Community (5) 

 Object to Carrying Capacity (4) 

 Unbalance Between Residential and Commercial 
Dock Owners (3) 

 Support Plan (3) 

 Minimize Impact to Environment (3) 

 Shoreline Erosion (3) 

 No Lake of the Ozarks (3) 

 Support Alternative 3 (3) 

 Longer Timeline to Convert to Solar (2) 

 Support Limiting Number of Slips Per Dock 
(2) 

 Object to Stair Requirements (2) 

 Dock Modification Language Too Restrictive 
(2) 

 More Plan Details Needed (2) 

 Safety (2) 

 Control Flooding (2) 

 Concerned About Wakes (2) 

 Support Solar on New Docks (2) 

Comments on the 2014 Master Plan 

 Object to Solar on Docks (31) 

 Keep Existing Plan/Leave Things as They Are (31) 

 Object to Removal No‐wake Buoys (30) 

 Restrictive/Poor Plan (14) 

 Object to Vegetation Modification Language (14) 

 Unbalance Between Residential and Commercial 
Dock Owners (11) 

 Object to Parking/Golf Cart Rules (11) 

 No Lake of the Ozarks (8) 

 Overall Plan is Acceptable (7) 

 Control/Limit Number/Size of Boats (6) 

 Dock Modification Language Too Restrictive (5) 

 Concerned About Wakes (5) 

 Object to Limits on Item Storage on Docks (5) 

 Preserve/Maintain Lakefront/Shoreline and 
Water Quality (4) 

 More Plan Details Needed (3) 

 Object to Limiting Dock Slips (3) 

 Effect on Real Estate Values (3) 

 Support Alternative 3 (2) 

 Solar Good but Expensive (2) 

 Support Solar on Docks (2) 

 Concerned with Septic Tanks (2) 

 Support Alternatives 3 or 4 (2) 

 Maintain Lake Access (2) 

 Plan Doesn’t Address Public Concerns (2) 

 Limit Number and Size of Docks (2) 

 Enforcement (2) 
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Additional Comments 

 Object to Removal No‐wake Buoys (125) 

 Object to Solar on Docks (114) 

 Object to Vegetation Modification Language (54) 

 Object to Parking/Golf Cart Rules (42) 

 Object to Limits on Item Storage on Docks (36) 

 Location Specific Request (33) 

 Dock Modification Language Too Restrictive (22) 

 No Lake of the Ozarks (19) 

 Object to Carrying Capacity (15) 

 Control/Limit Number/Size of Boats (15) 

 Too Many Docks (14) 

 Unbalance Between Residential and Commercial 
Dock Owners (14) 

 Object to Changes (13) 

 Object to Stair Requirements (13) 

 Support Solar on New Docks (13) 

 Concerned About Wakes (13) 

 Object to Marine Sanitation Devices 
Requirements (10) 

 Support Solar on Docks (9) 

 Support Limiting Number of Slips Per Dock (6) 

 Support Change in Slip Size (6) 

 Allow Access to Docks (5) 

 Keep Shoreline Clean (5) 

 Further Research/Details Needed on Solar 
(4) 

 Object to Timeline for Solar (4) 

 Object to Removal of Grandfathered 
Permits or Docks (4) 

 Concern Over Water Clarity/Quality (4) 

 No Grandfathering for Vegetation Permits 
(3) 

 Support Alternative 4 (3) 

 Restrictive Plan (3) 

 Support Solar But Expensive (3) 

 Object to Change in Slip Size (3) 

 Implement Changes to New Docks (2) 

 Support Removing No‐wake Buoys (2) 

 Support Vegetation Permits Being Non‐
Transferable (2) 

 More Public Boat Ramps (2) 

 Support Vegetation Restrictions (2) 

 Convert Certain Coves to No‐wake Areas (2) 

 Concerned About Clearing Land Down to 
the Water (2) 

 Concerned About Water Levels (2) 

 Light Needed at End of Every Dock (2) 
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Write‐in Campaign Comments 

 Opposed to Over Regulation (2,597) 

 Object to Tighter Restrictions on Vegetation 
Permit (2,597) 

 Object to New Non‐Transferable Grandfather 
Vegetation Permit (2,597) 

 Object to 1 Request Every 5 Years for Dock 
Modifications (2,597) 

 Proposed Changes Would Cause Negative 
Economic Impacts (2,597) 

 Proposed Changes Would Impact Ability to Use 
and Enjoy Lake (2,597) 

 No Change to SMP (2,596) 

 Object to the 8’ Depth Requirement for New 
Docks (2,594) 

 Object to the Carrying Capacity (2,585) 

 Object to Financial Hardships of Removing 
Electricity (2,580) 

 Object to Removal No‐wake Buoys (201) 

 Object to Restrictions on Storage on Docks (145)  

 Object to the ATV/Golf Cart/Parking Restrictions 
(106) 

 Maintain Clean/Beauty of Lake (49) 

 Not like Lake of the Ozarks (35) 

 Restrict Watercraft/Motor Size (27) 

 Benefits/Reasons of the Proposed Changes? (25) 

 Solar Batteries Increase Risk of Pollution in Lake 
(23) 

 Tourism will Suffer with Proposed Changes (22) 

 Object to Prohibition of Porta Potties on 
Docks/Boats (20) 

 Changes Impact Private Owners but not 
Commercial (20) 

 Maintain Recreational Uses (16) 

 Don’t Mind Move to Solar Power (15) 

 Manage Lake Level (15) 

 Clear the Lake/Shoreline of Debris (14) 

 Don’t Mind Carry Capacity Limits (11) 

 Better Communication/Relationship Between the 
Public and the Corps (9) 

 Need Better Access to Lake/Docks 
Particularly for Elderly/Disabled (9) 

 Can Docks Handle the Weight of Solar 
Panels? (8) 

 Add Speed Limit (7) 

 Longer Timeframe for Implementing 
Proposed Changes (7) 

 Location Specific Request (7) 

 How will Number of People on the Lake be 
Determined? (6) 

 Promote Electrical Safety instead of Solar 
Power (6) 

 Don’t Add New Docks (5) 

 Changes make Lake More Dangerous (5) 

 Need Public Vote on the Proposed Changes 
(4) 

 Need More Boaters Education (4) 

 Maintain/Improve Campgrounds/Parks (4) 

 Mandate Sewer Systems/Waste 
Management Facilities (4) 

 More Water Patrol (4) 

 Prevent Pollution (4) 

 Need More/Bigger Parking at Docks/Slips 
(3) 

 Maintain Lack of Commercialization (3) 

 Need More No‐wake Buoys (3) 

 Manage Land for Prevention of Wildfires (3) 

 Improve Management of the Lake by the 
Corps (2) 

 Object to Doubling Boat Slips (2) 

 Agree that Chairs/Tables shouldn’t be Left 
out on Docks (2) 

 Increase Max Slip Size (2) 

 Object to Registering Boats to the Same 
Trust as Slips (2) 

 Allow Tied Down Furniture on Docks (2) 

 Need Better Dock Maintenance (2) 

 Reduce Park Buffer Zone Restrictions (2) 

 Lake Management Should not be the 
Responsibility of the Corps (2) 

 Restrict Wake Surfing (2) 

 Object to Single Digit Slip Docks (2) 

 

 

 

 



Section 3    Comment Summary 

	

Table Rock Lake Draft SMP Release Report 3‐6 

3.3 Comments Related to Question 1 
Question 1 asked people to “circle the number that best represents your opinion of the draft documents: 

Revised Shoreline Management Plan, Environmental Assessment, and Finding of No Significant Impact.  The 

rating scale ran from number 1, designated as “strongly disapprove,” to number 10, “strongly approve.” 

The most frequent response to Question 1 was 1 Strongly Disapprove, which was circled by 110 people 

(Table 3‐1). People’s opinion of the documents was relatively evenly distributed amongst 2 through 7, 

ranging from a high of 33 people circling 3 to a low of 20 people circling 7. Fifteen people circled 8 and five 

people each circled 9 and 10, strongly approve. 

3.4 Comments Related to Question 2 
Question 2, “What are the Most Important Factors that Affect your Opinion of the Draft Revised Shoreline 

Management Plan,” allowed commenters to write in their concerns.  The top response to Question 2 was 

that individuals object to the proposed requirement to use solar electricity on docks, identified by 165 

people (Table 3‐1). Reasons for respondents objecting included cost, effectiveness, potential 

environmental impacts, and safety of solar (e.g. leaking batteries, heavy solar panels on docks, and dock 

lights not working on cloudy days). For example, one commenter wrote, “The placement of large battery 

banks on docks is dangerous and will potentially result in lead and acids being deposited into Table Rock 

Lake. The USACE is creating a potential environmental hazard and causing dock owners to expend large 

amounts of money to implement a foolish and ineffective source of power.” In contrast, only six 

commenters supported solar on docks. However, thirteen commenters supported solar for new docks, 

while three commenters supported solar but objected to the change being a requirement. 

The response that received the second largest number of comments was that individuals object to the 

removal of no‐wake buoys, identified by 136 people. Commenters voiced an objection to the removal of 

no‐wake buoys because of concerns about safety, damage to docks and property, and damage to the 

natural shoreline. For example, one commenter wrote, “Elimination of no‐wake buoys will increase dock 

damage from boat wakes and exponentially increase the possibility of personal injury or watercraft 

damage from collisions.” Similarly, six people commented on concern about wakes from boats and safety 

concerns to people and property caused by large wakes.  

Other frequent comments included individuals objecting to the proposed vegetation modification language 

(46 people), the proposed parking/golf cart rules (43 people), and the proposed limits on storage of items 

on docks (27 people). Generally, people felt that more maintained vegetation was better visually and safer, 

and that overgrown vegetation was more prone to harboring dangerous animals such as snakes. Many 

respondents viewed the proposed parking/golf cart rules as negatively impacting people’s access to the 

lake and their docks, particularly for the elderly and handicapped. For example, one commenter wrote, 

“There is no reason a dock owner should not be allowed to drive a golf cart to their dock. This rule has no 

reason except to be hostile to the dock owner. I am handicapped and cannot walk the distance to our dock 

ramp.” Related to the proposed parking/golf cart rules and their potential effect on the elderly and 

handicapped were seven commenters objecting to the stair requirements. For example, one commenter 

wrote, “The Corps’ limitations on pathways and stairs are limiting and dangerous to elderly and 

handicapped dock owners.” Commenters generally felt that the proposal to limit storage of items on docks 

was a burden to have to carry items back and forth, particularly when coupled with the proposed 

parking/golf cart rules. 
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Twenty‐two people commented on the proposed dock modification language as being too restrictive and 

that one modification every five years was too long of a timeframe. People additionally felt there was an 

imbalance between residential and commercial dock owners in that the changes would only affect the 

residential dock owners (15 commenters). For example, one commenter wrote regarding the solar power 

requirement that, “if for private should also be for commercial – discriminatory against non‐commercial 

docks.” 

Another area of concern was related to the number and size of docks, slips, and boats on the lake. Sixteen 

people objected to the results of the lake’s carrying capacity study and five people supported maintaining 

unrestricted lake access; however, 15 people supported controlling or limiting the number and size of 

boats and five people supported controlling the number and size of docks and slips. Ten people supported 

limiting the number of new docks and eight people supported limiting the number of slips per dock. Eight 

people commented objecting to the proposed change in slip size; whereas, two people commented 

supporting the proposed change in slip size. 

People would like to preserve and maintain the shoreline and water quality (14 commenters) with five 

people commenting that there is too much development and the lake is overcrowded. Thirteen 

respondents specifically mentioned that they did not want Table Rock Lake to become like the Lake of the 

Ozarks.  

Six people commented objecting to the proposed changes and four felt the draft SMP was a restrictive 

plan; whereas, four people supported the plan and four people commented that more plan details were 

needed.  

There were several other issues raised by only two to three respondents each, including comments on 

enforcement, enjoyment of recreation on the lake, dock placement, grandfathering of existing docks, 

objecting to marine sanitation devices requirements, objecting to walkway design rules, concerned about 

costs to dock owners and maintenance of real estate values, plan not public‐friendly, plan negative to 

community, safety, and objecting to the meeting format. 

3.5 Comments Related to Question 3 
Question 3 asked commenters to respond to the question “What are the most important factors that affect 

your opinion of the draft Environmental Assessment and draft Finding of No Significant Impact prepared 

for the Shoreline Management Plan Revision?”  Comments related to Question 3 were similar to those 

discussed in Section 3.4. The top three comments were objecting to the proposed requirement for the use 

of solar on docks (51 people), objecting to the proposed removal of no‐wake buoys (31 people), and 

objecting to proposed vegetation modification language (24 people) (Table 3‐1). Reasons for objecting to 

these three were the same as described in Section 3.4. Two respondents supported using solar on new 

docks and two respondents felt there needed to be a longer timeline to convert to solar.  

Fourteen respondents wanted to preserve and maintain the shoreline and water quality and three people 

commented that minimizing impacts on the environment is important to them. As one respondent put it, 

“It is important to preserve the beauty, clean, and peaceful environment of the lake, protecting wildlife and 

community stability.” Three people stated they did not want Table Rock Lake to become like the Lake of 

the Ozarks.  
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Some commenters felt that the current regulations were adequate, and they did not agree with all the 

changes (13 people) and five people thought the plan would have a negative effect on the community. As 

one commenter put it, “I believe current regulations in place are adequate and the proposal is overkill. This 

is purely nothing but government oversight at its best.” Another two commenters needed more plan 

details. 

Accessibility remained a common point of concern with nine people objecting to the proposed parking/golf 

cart rules, again people highlighted the potential negative impact on the elderly and disabled. People 

objected to the proposed limitations on storage of items on docks (8 people). One respondent stated that 

“to say no storage on the dock except for essentials for boating is laughable. Much of the enjoyment of the 

lake centers on swimming from the dock, watching small children swim, visiting friends and neighbors etc. 

and without seating etc. this is made impossible.” Commenters wanted to control or limit the number and 

size of boats (8 people), limit the size and number of docks (6 people), and supported limiting the number 

of slips per dock (2 people). Four people objected to the carrying capacity study results. 

Other issues identified by two to three respondents each included a perceived imbalance in the effects of 

the proposed changes on residential and commercial dock owners, support for the revised plan, concerns 

shoreline erosion, support for alternative 3, objections to proposed stair requirements, concern the 

proposed dock modification language would be too restrictive, safety concerns, control of flooding, and 

concerns about wakes. 

3.6 Comments on the 2014 Master Plan 
The comment form provided space for people to provide additional comments on the 2014 Master Plan.  

Respondents tended to repeat comments and concerns raised in the previous sections on the comment 

card.  The issues raised were similar to those that were summarized in Sections 3.4 and 3.5. With 31 

commenters each, the top two comments were an objection to the proposed requirement for the use of 

solar on docks and a desire to keep the existing plan and leave things as they are (Table 3‐1). As one 

commenter put it, “We like the lake just as it is. Do not need to change the existing regulations.” Similarly, 

14 people felt the proposed plan was overly restrictive or a “poor plan.” However, seven people found the 

plan to be acceptable, while three people stated more plan details were needed. Two people thought the 

proposed use of solar was good but expensive and two people supported the proposed requirement for 

the use of solar on docks. 

Thirty people objected to the removal of the no‐wake buoys and cited potential safety concerns, shoreline 

damage, and property damage that would come with their removal. Many believed boaters would not see 

no‐wake signs or be able to accurately judge when they were 100 feet from a dock. Fourteen commenters 

objected to the proposed vegetation modification language. Eleven people believed there was an 

imbalance between potential effects on residential and commercial dock owners. Eleven people also 

objected to the proposed parking/golf cart rules. 

Some did not want Table Rock Lake to become like Lake of the Ozarks (8 people). As stated by one 

respondent, “Allowing new small docks (1‐6 slips) will cause the shoreline to look like Lake of the Ozarks 

where not much of the shoreline will provide areas for fishermen to fish.” Six people wanted to control or 

limit the number and size of boats. Similarly, five people were concerned about potential damage from 

wakes. Although three people objected to limiting dock slips, two people supported limiting the number 

and size of docks.  
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Five people felt the proposed dock modification language was too restrictive. Five people objected to the 

proposed limits on the storage of items on docks. Four people would like to preserve and maintain the 

shoreline and water quality. 

Other issues identified by two to three respondents included potential effects on real estate values, 

support for alternative 3, concern about the impact of septic tanks, support for alternatives 3 or 4, a 

concern to maintain lake access, comments that the plan doesn’t address public concerns, and the need for 

enforcement. 

3.7 Additional Comments 
In addition to the comment cards, many people submitted comments through emails, letters, and oral 

comments that did not follow the format of the comment cards. Comments received in this manner are 

summarized here as “additional comments.” 

The top two responses from these other types of submissions followed the trend found on the comment 

cards as they were objection to the removal of no‐wake buoys (125 people) and objection to the proposed 

requirement for the use of solar on docks (114 people) (Table 3‐1). A few people deviated from these 

majorities. Two people supported the removal of the no‐wake buoys. As one commenter stated, “I don’t 

object to disallowing the buoys as I have seen how they are in the way and not kept in place.” Thirteen 

people supported the use of solar on new docks and nine people supported solar on all docks. Three 

additional people supported the use of solar but believe it to be expensive. Four people felt further 

research and details were needed on the use of solar, while four people objected to the proposed timeline 

for requiring the use of solar. 

More people objected to the proposed vegetation modification language (54 people) than supported the 

proposed restrictions (2 people). Many pointed out that vegetation management was necessary for safety 

reasons, particularly after high water. As one commenter stated, “Dead trees, logs, tires, and trash washed 

ashore by high water/floods, should be cleared for safety reasons, unless the Corps wants to take over that 

job.” Three people commented on no grandfathering for vegetation permits and two people did support 

vegetation permits being non‐transferrable. 

As highlighted in the responses from the comment cards, there were also concerns about access both to 

docks and the lake. Forty‐two people objected to the proposed parking/golf cart rules, and thirteen people 

objected to the proposed stair requirements. Fifteen people objected to the results of the carrying capacity 

study and 19 people do not want Table Rock Lake to become like Lake of the Ozarks. Fifteen people want 

to control and limit the number and size of boats. Related to this, thirteen people were concerned about 

wakes. Fourteen people thought there were too many docks. Five people commented to on dock access 

issues. While six people supported limiting the number of slips per dock, two people objected to the 

proposal. Additionally, while six people supported the proposed change in slip size requirements, three 

people objected to it.  

Thirty‐six people objected to the proposed limits on the storage of items on docks, and 22 people felt the 

proposed dock modification language was too restrictive. Four people objected to the removal of 

grandfathered permits or docks. There were 33 location specific requests that included permitting, zoning, 

boat and ramp usage, and violations (see Section 3.10). 
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Thirteen people objected to the changes and 14 people believed there was an imbalance in the potential 

effects on residential and commercial dock owners. Ten people objected to the proposed marine sanitation 

devices requirements. On this topic, one respondent stated that “forcing all boats with marine sanitation 

devices into only commercial marinas seems extreme and unfair.” 

Some people stressed the importance of keeping the Table Rock Lake clean. Five people commented on 

keeping the shoreline clean, and four people expressed concerns about water clarity and quality.  

Three people supported alternative 4, the preferred plan, while three people felt that alternative was 

restrictive. As one respondent stated, “I feel that your neutral change plan is the best. It will offer some, 

but limited, growth in the shoreline for docks and land management and yet will sustain the natural look of 

the lake environment.” 

Other issues identified by two or fewer respondents included implementing changes to new docks, a need 

for more public boat ramps, suggestions to convert certain coves to no‐wake areas, concerns about 

clearing land down to the water, concerns about water levels, and a need for a light at the end of every 

dock. 

3.8 Write‐in Campaign Comments 
A write‐in campaign using a web‐based form letter generated 2,597 comments. This campaign was 

organized by the Tri‐Lakes Board of Realtors and was available at: http://savetablerock.com/. The 

campaign generated a form with auto‐generated text that included a list of major items of opposition to 

proposed changes in regulations.  The form letter text specifically mentioned opposition to the use of a 

carrying capacity, proposed restrictions on vegetative management permits, non‐transferable vegetative 

management permits, removal of electricity from the lake, the timing of dock modification requests, depth 

requirements for new docks, and generally any changes to the current shoreline management plan. The 

campaign stated that the potential changes noted above would have “devastating economic impact and 

would be detrimental to the public’s right to use and enjoy our lake.”  The form also provided space for 

additional comments and personal observations. A snapshot of the feedback form generated by this 

campaign is provided in Figure 3‐1.  

In addition to the pre‐written comments, there were hundreds of additional comments added in the 

“personal message to the Corps” space. Some commenters used this space to further explain their 

opposition to the proposed changes. These comments were generally economically based, stating that new 

regulations would impose additional hardship on adjacent property owners and dock owners and 

discourage tourism. Many commenters stated that they agree with and understand the need for small 

modifications to regulations, but they felt that many of the proposed changes would result in economic 

hardship without addressing important issues including safety, water quality, and shoreline protection. 

Many mentioned opposition to proposed changes in the vegetative modification process stating that 

accessing the lake through “underbrush infested with insects” can cause human health effects and 

discourage enjoyment of the lake. There were also statements from individuals indicating that while they 

agreed with some of the pre‐written oppositions, they requested that certain pre‐written statements be 

disregarded for that individual (hence the slight variation in comment numbers in Table 3‐1).  
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Figure 3‐1. Tri‐Lakes Board of Realtors Write‐In Campaign Form 
Source: savetablerock.com 

Additional comments included several topics similar to those from the other comments, with the top 

concern being objection to the proposed removal of no‐wake buoys (201 comments). Those opposed to 

the removal of no‐wake buoys generally identified concerns for safety as well as prevention of damage to 

docks and boats and shoreline erosion. Commenters stated that renters and new visitors to the lake would 

not be aware of areas where idle speeds are required without the buoys. Many view the buoys as life‐

saving navigation aids and feel strongly regarding keeping them on the lake. There were also many 

comments regarding opposition to proposed limitations on storage on docks (145 comments), and 

proposed ATV/golf cart/parking restrictions (106 comments). Opposition to proposed limitations on dock 

storage generally referenced the inconvenience of hauling equipment back and forth from homes and 

businesses. One commenter wrote that as camp manager of a children’s camp, storage near the lake of life 

jackets and other life‐saving equipment is essential. Opposition to proposed ATV/golf cart/parking 

restrictions were generally statements that individuals, especially elderly and disabled individuals, need to 

be able to access the lake. The next most frequently raised topics were related to water quality and 

included comments on maintaining the beauty, cleanliness, and aesthetics of the lake. Additional water 

quality comments included 23 individual concerns that solar batteries for lighting will increase the pollution 

of the lake, 20 comments in opposition to porta‐potties on boats and docks, 14 comments related to 

cleaning the lake and shoreline, 4 comments asking for mandates on sewer systems and waste 

management facilities, and 4 comments stating a desire for pollution prevention overall.  Thirty‐five 

commenters stated that they do not want to see the lake turn into the Lake of the Ozarks, which generally 
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implies a desire for cleanliness, good water quality, reduced crowding, and reduced commercialism. There 

were three specific comments asking to maintain the current lack of commercialism at the lake.  

Twenty‐seven commenters suggested restrictions on watercraft or boat motor sizes were needed and that 

such restrictions would provide a means of reducing crowding and providing additional safety to boaters. 

Seven commenters suggested adding a speed limit to the lake. Additional safety‐related topics included a 

desire for additional boater education (4), concerns that changes to the SMP would make the lake more 

dangerous (5), and a desire for more water patrol (4) and additional no‐wake buoys (3). There were also 9 

comments received asking specifically for better access to the lake and docks, particularly for elderly and 

disabled individuals. Also related to safety, commenters asked for stricter enforcement of alcohol laws (1) 

and maintenance of vegetation to prevent wildfires (3).  

There were several questions and concerns specifically involving the proposed changes. Twenty‐five 

commenters asked for information regarding the benefits or reasons for the proposed changes. Twenty‐

two commenters specifically stated concerns that tourism will suffer because of proposed changes, and 20 

comments complained that the changes would impact only private owners and not commercial facilities. 

Additionally, there were 7 individuals that asked for a longer timeframe to implement the proposed 

changes. Four individuals suggested a public vote on the proposed changes. Many of those opposed to 

proposed changes indicated a desire for no changes to the lake. Individuals viewed proposed changes to 

the SMP as changes to the “peaceful and family‐oriented” lake life they currently enjoy. There were also 

general concerns over too many additional restrictions stating that the current “guidelines have served us 

well.” 

There were several additional comments regarding solar lighting including 15 commenters that specifically 

stated they agree with or don’t mind the proposed move to solar power. Eight people raised concerns 

about the weight bearing capacity of docks to hold solar panels, and 6 people suggested promoting 

electrical safety rather than requiring solar power. One individual stated that removal of electricity will 

encourage crime. Concerns about proposed solar lighting conditions were generally economic based, such 

as statements that solar power is “costly to be maintained and costly to replace batteries in a few years” 

and would cause a “massive expense of transferring electric to solar.” 

Eleven individuals stated that they agree with or don’t mind the proposed carrying capacity limitation, 

while an additional 6 individuals questioned the methodology of the carrying capacity study, particularly 

how the number of people on the lake would be determined. Those that elaborated on the pre‐written 

text in opposition to the carrying capacity study generally stated concerns that it would limit enjoyment of 

the lake for residents and visitors and limit tourism and recreation.   

Recreation and dock‐based comments included 16 individuals asking for the new plan to maintain 

recreational uses. Three additional commenters asked for more or larger parking spots at docks, and 2 

respondents asked for increased maximum slip sizes. Two respondents specifically indicated that they 

object to the doubling of boat slips, and there were also 2 comments objecting to docks with less than 10 

slips. One commenter asked for allowance of privately owned neighborhood docks. Two individuals stated 

objections to regulations requiring boat registries to be the same trust as boat slips. One individual asked 

for an increased number of slips and another objected to 14‐foot slip widths. There were two comments on 

encapsulated foam, one stating that they agree with the requirements of encapsulated foam and another 

asking why marinas are not subject to this regulation. 
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There were also specific comments regarding regulations on furniture on docks with comments split 

equally between those that agree that tables and chairs should not be left on docks and those that asked 

for only tied‐down furniture to be allowed on docks (2 comments each).  There were also 2 specific 

requests for better dock maintenance, and a single comment generally asking for less restrictions on docks. 

One individual stated support of regulations on large ATV tires.  

One commenter specifically asked for regulations to prohibit overnight parking of boat trailers at docks. 

There was one comment stating an objection to elimination of the Commercial Remote Service Docks 

(CRSD) program, stating that this elimination “discourages businesses who may want to locate in an area 

where they could be served by a CRSD.”  

There was also a single individual that stated a desire for more fishing structures, and a single comment 

suggesting a future scuba park. There were also 2 comments asking for additional restrictions on wake 

surfers. One commenter particularly stated opposition to regulations that would prevent sunbathing and 

hanging out on docks. 

Maintenance based questions included single comments asking for additional maintenance on existing 

boat ramps and maintenance of the dam road. Additionally, one commenter asked that all access roads 

and parking lots be paved.  

Operations and management‐based concerns expressed a desire for more consistent management of lake 

levels. Management‐based concerns included 9 comments asking for better communication or a better 

relationship between the public and the Corps. An additional 2 comments were received asking generally 

for improved management of the lake by the Corps, and 2 commenters stated that management of the 

lake should not be the responsibility of the Corps. There was also a single comment asking for more 

consistent regulation, and a single comment suggesting an increase in permit fees.  

Additional comments included 7 location‐specific requests, 5 comments asking for no new docks, and 4 

comments asking for improvements to and maintenance of existing parks and campgrounds. There were 2 

comments asking for reductions in park buffer zone restrictions, and a single comment objecting to the 

marina buffer zone. 

There were 2 individual comments related to the Lake Focus Groups. One commenter stated that future 

focus groups should be more diverse, while another expressed the opinion that the comments of the 

original focus groups were not taken in consideration during the development of this plan.  	

3.9 Location specific comments 

There were 40 comments that referenced a specific location on the lake and made a request for action or 

for a specific shoreline designation through the SMP update process.  Comments included requests for 

shoreline designations that would allow for boat dock construction or shoreline access.  Some identified 

potential impacts that a proposed change in shoreline zones for adjacent properties might have on the 

commenter’s property.  Many comments identified current issues around the lake such as non‐conforming 

docks, garbage dumping problems, and other potential enforcement issues on government land.  The text 

of the location specific comments is found in Appendix F. 
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3.10 Summary 
Regardless of which question was responded to or which format respondents used to submit their 

comments, there were several common themes identified by respondents. This section groups responses 

by theme rather than by question to provide an overall summary of the frequency with which common 

themes were raised. This summary table does not include all the comments submitted; it only includes 

those that relate to the most frequently mentioned themes. The topics addressed by the pre‐written text 

of the write‐in campaign letters strongly skews the total results to those items. 

Table 3‐2. Summary of Comments by Dominant Themes 

Theme  
Number of 

Comments 

Percent of All 

Commenters 1 

No change 2 2,645 83% 

Solar power on docks 

 Object to solar on docks3 

 Support solar on docks 

 Support solar on new docks 

 Longer timeline/further research needed on solar 

 

2,902 

33 

28 

14 

 

91% 

1% 

< 1% 

< 1% 

Vegetation modification 

 Object to vegetation modification language3 

 Support vegetation modification language 

 

2,729 

4 

 

86% 

< 1% 

Carrying capacity  

 Object to carrying capacity3 

 Support carrying capacity 

 

2,622 

12 

 

83% 

< 1% 

Negative economic impacts3 2,629 83% 

Dock modification language too restrictive3 2,651 83% 

Overregulation3 2,606 82% 

Impact ability to use and enjoy lake3 2,615 82% 

Object to the 8’ depth requirement for new docks3 2,590 82% 

No‐wake buoys  

 Object to removal of no‐wake buoys 

 Support removal of no‐wake buoys 

 

498 

3 

 

16% 

< 1% 

Storage on docks  

 Object to storage restrictions on docks 

 Support storage restrictions on docks 

 

219 

2 

 

7% 

< 1% 

Object to parking/golf cart restrictions 203 6% 

Maintain lake beauty and water quality 85 3% 

No Lake of the Ozarks 78 2% 

Control/limit number/size of boats 66 2% 

Imbalance between residential and commercial dock owners 61 2% 

Boat docks/slips 

 Limit number of boat docks/slips 

 Do not limit number of boat docks/slips 

 Object to change in slip size 

 Support change in slip size 

 

61 

6 

14 

9 

 

2% 

< 1% 

< 1% 

< 1% 



Section 3    Comment Summary 

	

Table Rock Lake Draft SMP Release Report 3‐15 

Theme  
Number of 

Comments 

Percent of All 

Commenters 1 

Maintain and improve lake/dock access 43 1% 

Marine Sanitation Devices 

 Object to marine sanitation devices requirements 

 Support marine sanitation devices requirements 

 

32 

1 

 

1% 

< 1% 

Notes: 
1 – Percent of total submissions that included this theme. The total will not equal 100 percent because 

individuals commented on multiple themes or commented on a particular theme multiple times and because 

this summary only includes the most common themes. 

2 – Comments tallied under “no change” include only those that simply stated “no change” or indicated no 

change in zoning or land allocations. Although other themes, such as “clean water” or “maintain natural 

beauty,” may appear to involve no changes, specific actions may be needed to maintain those conditions.  

3 – Indicates a topic that was included in the pre‐written write‐in campaign text. Values greater than 

approximately 2,593 indicate that commenters who did not participate in the write‐in campaign also included 

the topic in their remarks. 
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Section 4  

Next Steps: SMP Revision Process 

The purpose of the Table Rock Lake SMP Revision draft plan release workshops and comment period was 

to provide an opportunity for the public and agencies to learn about the six draft alternatives and provide 

input on the Draft Revised SMP, Draft EA, and Draft FONSI to help guide future management at Table Rock 

Lake. Section 1185 of the WRDA 2016 specifically required USACE to conduct a 60‐day comment period for 

revisions to the Table Rock Lake MP and SMP; temporarily lift or suspend the moratorium on the issuance 

of new, and modifications to existing, shoreline use permits; and establish an oversight committee to 

review permit requests under the existing MP at the recommendation of the district engineer, and to 

advise the district engineer on revisions to the MP and SMP.  After these conditions were met USACE could 

then finalize the revisions to the Table Rock Lake MP and SMP. 

USACE will consider the comments and issues identified during the comment period as the Final Revised 

SMP and Final EA are developed.  Both the Final Revised SMP and the Final EA will be made available to the 

public. It is anticipated that this would occur in 2018. 

Individual responses to comments provided during the draft release comment period are not developed in 

the preparation of an EA. Where consistent with the purpose of an SMP and where possible under the 

planning mechanisms available for a SMP, USACE will incorporate the feedback and suggestions provided 

through the comments. 
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ATTEND A PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
Please drop in at any time during the following scheduled times:

 

______________________________All facilities accessible to persons with disabilities_____________________________
The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, is requesting comments on the Table Rock Lake Master Plan and Draft Shoreline 

Management Plan with Environmental Assessment that describes several developed alternatives with potential impacts.

We want to hear from you! Please attend the public scoping open house or visit:
https://go.usa.gov/xN92C

for current information or to submit comments.
Attend one of the three public scoping open houses to learn the details of the 2014 Master Plan & 2017 Draft Shoreline 

Management Plan and provide your input on possible alternatives for the future shoreline use and management of Table Rock 
Lake. Your input will help define the final Table Rock Shoreline Management Plan scheduled for completion in December 2017.

Comments should be submitted by August 30, 2017 to: Dana Coburn, Chief, Environmental Branch, USACE, 
Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203,  Fax: (501) 324-5605, Email: M4TRMP@usace.army.mil

Monday, July 31, 2017
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Chateau on the Lake
415 North State Hwy 265

Branson, MO

Wednesday, August 2, 2017
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Reeds Spring High School
20277 State Hwy 413  
Reeds Spring, MO

Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan 
Revision and Master Plan Public Comment Period

            BUILDING STRONG

P.O. Box 867
Little Rock, AR 72203

         Join us for an open house on the

Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management 

Plan Revision
Monday, July 31, 2017

Chateau on the Lake
415 North State Hwy 265, Branson

Tuesday, August 1, 2017
Shell Knob Central Community United 

Methodist Church 
25682 State Hwy Yy, Shell Knob

Wednesday, August 2, 2017
Reeds Spring High School

20277 State Hwy 413, Reeds Spring

Tuesday, August 1, 2017 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Shell Knob Central Community 
United Methodist Church

25682 State Hwy Yy 
Shell Knob, MO 

https://go.usa.gov/xN92C
mailto:M4TRMP@usace.army.mil


TABLE ROCK LAKE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, is releasing the draft 
revision to the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan (SMP). The SMP for 
Table Rock Lake establishes policy and furnishes guidelines for the protection 
and preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline 
while maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline use.   

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) an Environmental 
Assessment of potential impacts of the draft plan has also been prepared.

In accordance with WRDA 2016, the 2014 Table Rock Lake Master Plan is also under 
public review and comment.

We want to hear from you!

Please attend a meeting or visit https://go.usa.gov/xN9TY to review current 
information and make comments.

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS

Monday, July 31, 2017
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Chateau on the Lake
415 N State Highway 265
Branson, MO

Tuesday, August 1, 2017
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
United Methodist Church
25682 State Highway YY
Shell Knob, MO 

Wednesday, August 2, 2017
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Reeds Spring High School
20277 State Highway 413
Reeds Spring, MO

-----All facilities accessible to persons with disabilities-----

Attend one of the three public workshops to learn the details of the draft 
revised Shoreline Management Plan and draft Environmental Assessment.  Staff will 
be available at these meetings to answer questions. Your comments will help 
finalize the revision to the Table Rock Shoreline Management Plan Update.



Comments should be submitted by August 30, 2017 to: 
Table Rock Lake SMP/MP/EA Project Manager, Programs and Projects Management 
Division, USACE, Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203, 
Fax: (501) 324-6518
Email: CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT INSTRUCTIONS
AUTHORITY: ER 1130-2-406, and the laws and regulations referenced therein. 
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE(S): To provide a means for the maximum practicable public 
participation in Shoreline Management Plan formulation, preparation and 
subsequent revisions, through the use of public meetings, group workshops, open 
houses or other public involvement. 
ROUTINE USE(S):  Information you provide will be available for public review or 
may be disclosed to members of the Department of Defense or other Government 
agencies who have a need for the information in performance of their official 
duties, and where use of such information is compatible with the purpose for 
which the information is collected.
DISCLOSURE: Voluntary; however, failure to furnish the requested information may 
prevent the Agency from being able to direct meeting notices or provide 
additional information to commentors.

Download our free App & connect with us on social media
http://about.me/usacelittlerock    

mailto:CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil
http://about.me/usacelittlerock


U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT
700 West Capitol, Little Rock, AR  72201

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/Media/NewsReleases.aspx

CORPS SEEKS COMMENTS ON DRAFT TABLE ROCK LAKE SHORELINE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN, 2014 MASTER PLAN

BRANSON, Mo. – The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District is seeking public 

comments through Aug. 31 on the draft Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan as well as 

the 2014 Table Rock Lake Master Plan.  

A draft Environmental Assessment, which evaluates the potential impacts of each 

alternative, will also be available for review.  

The draft documents are available online at: http://go.usa.gov/xN92J.

Comments can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, 

Programs and Project Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock SMP, P.O Box 867, Little 

Rock, AR 72203-0867 or e-mailed to CESWL-

TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil. An on-line fillable comment card 

is available at http://go.usa.gov/xN92J.

 During public workshops, planned for late July and early August, representatives from 

the Corps will present an overview of the draft plan, answer questions and gather comments from 

the public.

The shoreline management plan for Table Rock Lake establishes policy and furnishes 

guidelines for the protection and preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of 

the shoreline while maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline use. The last 

SMP update was completed in 1996.

For more information about the shoreline management plan update process visit the 

following website:  http://go.usa.gov/xN92J.

-30-
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CORPS ANNOUNCES WORKSHOPS FOR 
TABLE ROCK LAKE’S SHORELINE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISION

Posted 7/17/2017

Release no. 17-141

Contact
Laurie Driver 501-324-5551

BRANSON, Mo. -- The Army Corps of 
Engineers, Little Rock District will hold three 
workshops July 31 through Aug. 2 in Branson, 
Shell Knob and Reeds Spring, Mo. to discuss and 
seek input on the draft Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Plan. All interested 
persons are invited.

The drop-in workshops will be held from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. Monday, July 31 at the Chateau on the 
Lake in Branson, Mo., Tuesday, Aug. 1 at the Shell Knob Central Community United Methodist Church 
in Shell Knob, Mo., and Wednesday, Aug. 2 at the Reeds Spring High School in Reeds Spring, Mo.  

A draft Environmental Assessment, which evaluates the potential impacts of each SMP alternatives, will
also be available for review.  The draft documents are available online at: https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

  During the public workshops, representatives from the Corps will present an overview of the 
draft plan, answer questions and gather comments from the public.

The shoreline management plan for Table Rock Lake establishes policy for the protection and 
preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline while maintaining a balance 
between public and private shoreline use. The last SMP update was completed in 1996.

For more information about the shoreline management plan update process visit the following website:  
https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

Comments can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, Programs and Project 
Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock SMP, P.O Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203-0867 or e-

Photos

News Release Images (Photo by USACE 
Graphic)

Page 1 of 2
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mailed to CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil. An on-line fillable
comment card is available at https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

Comments may also be provided during the public review and comment period which ends Aug. 30.

To review the 2014 Table Rock Master Plan and Environmental Assessment that describes several 
alternatives and potential impacts, please visit: https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

--30--

Date Time Location

July 31 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. Chateau on the Lake

415 N. State Highway 265, Branson 

Aug. 1 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. Shell Knob Central Community United Methodist Church 25682 State 
Hwy. YY, Shell Knob

Aug. 2 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. Reeds Spring High School

20277 State Highway 413, Reeds Spring

Page 2 of 2

10/18/2017http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=50&Mo...



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT
700 West Capitol, Little Rock, AR  72201

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/news&info/newsrel.html

CORPS ENCOURAGES PUBLIC TO PROVIDE COMMENTS FOR 
DRAFT TABLE ROCK LAKE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN

BRANSON, Mo. – The Army Corps of Engineers encourages the public to provide 

comments on the draft for Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan before the comment 

period closes Aug. 30.  

Around 700 people attended the public workshops, held July 31 through Aug. 2, and 

more than 350 comments have been received so far.

“We want to thank the public for their interest and input into this review process, so far,” 

said Dana Coburn, project manager for the Table Rock Lake’s SMP update.  “Our goal is to hear 

from as many people as we can about ideas that will help sustain the future of the lake for many 

years to come.

“The top two issues we are hearing about are alternative power source, such as solar, 

being required for existing private and community boat docks and the removal of no-wake buoys 

near private and community docks,” added Coburn.    

The Corps is exploring additional alternatives for both of these issues, looking for the 

best solutions. 

--MORE--

 

NEWS RELEASE
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Release: Immediately
Aug. 15, 2017

  Contact:
Laurie Driver, 501-324-5551                 

           Laurie.T.Driver@usace.army.mil
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT
700 West Capitol, Little Rock, AR  72201

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/news&info/newsrel.html

CORPS ENCOURAGES PUBLIC… 2.

“We heard about the concerns of removing existing power lines to docks, and recognize 

that a one size fits all approach is probably not the best solution, so we are asking you for 

detailed feedback to help us determine what right could look like.  Maybe replacement of the 

electrical line with solar could be when an electric line needs to be replaced or doesn’t pass 

inspection,” said Coburn.  

The same could apply to no-wake buoys.  

“How might we ensure that a no-wake buoy is properly maintained and doesn’t exceed 

the 100-foot distance from private and community docks, provides the proper warning 

notification and meets the conditions of the permit,” asked Coburn.

Little Rock District leadership emphasizes that every comment card or email is being 

read and catalogued. 

“It’s important that everyone who is interested in the future of Table Rock Lake gets an 

equal opportunity to be heard,” said Coburn. “There are many differing positions on SMP topics, 

and we are considering all viewpoints. The public’s opinion will help shape the outcome of this 

plan.” 

More detailed feedback, from lake users on these two topics as well as others, is needed 

to find the best solutions possible by the end of the Aug. 30 comment period.  The Corps would 

also like to remind people to provide comments on parts of the plan they would like to see 

implemented.  

--MORE--



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT
700 West Capitol, Little Rock, AR  72201

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/news&info/newsrel.html

CORPS ENCOURAGES PUBLIC… 3.

The shoreline management plan for Table Rock Lake establishes policy for the protection 

and preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline while 

maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline use. The last SMP update was 

completed in 1996. 

For more information about the shoreline management plan update process and to 

information on how to submit comments visit the following website:  https://go.usa.gov/xRpA7.

--30--



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT
700 West Capitol, Little Rock, AR  72201

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/Media/NewsReleases.aspx

CORPS EXTENDS PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR
TABLE ROCK SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE 

BRANSON, Mo. – The Army Corps of Engineers is extending the public comment 

period until Sept. 15 for Draft Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan, Draft 

Environmental Assessment, Draft Finding of No Significant Impact, and 2014 Table Rock Lake 

Master Plan. 

 “Our goal is to hear from people about ideas that help sustain the future of the lake for 

many years to come,” said Dana Coburn, project manager for the Table Rock Lake SMP update. 

The shoreline management plan for Table Rock Lake establishes policy for the protection 

and preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline while 

maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline use. 

The last SMP update was completed in 1996. 

“We recently held open houses to allow for feedback from the public on how we can 

improve the draft SMP and associated documents,” said Coburn. “More than 700 attended these 

events and some people still have questions about what we are proposing in the draft SMP 

update.  By extending the comment period we hope everyone will have a chance to read the draft 

and provide suggestions on how to improve the final product.  With that goal we have extended 

the public comment period deadline until Sept. 15.”

For more information about the shoreline management plan update process and to 

information on how to submit comments visit the following website:  http://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

--30--

NEWS RELEASE
Release No:  114-17
Release: Immediately
Aug. 22, 2017

Contact:
                 Laurie Driver, 501-563-6835

Laurie.T.Driver@usace.army.mil 
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TABLE ROCK LAKE  
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISION  

AND MASTER PLAN PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
ATTEND A PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

____________Please drop in at any time during the following scheduled times: _______________ 

July 31, 2017 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Chateau on the Lake 
415 North State Hwy 265, Branson, MO 

August 1, 2017 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Shell Knob Central Community United Methodist Church 
25682 State Hwy YY, Shell Knob, MO  

August 2, 2017 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Reeds Spring High School 
20277 State Hwy 413, Reeds Spring, MO 

________________All facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities_________________ 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, is requesting comments on the 
Table Rock Lake Master Plan and Draft Shoreline Management Plan with 

Environmental Assessment that describes several alternatives and the potential 
impacts. 

 

For current information and to submit comments, please visit: 
https://go.usa.gov/xN92t 

 
Attend one of the three public scoping open houses to learn the details of the 2014 
Master Plan & 2017 Draft Shoreline Management Plan and provide your input on 
possible alternatives for the future shoreline use and management of Table Rock 
Lake. Your input will help define the final Table Rock Shoreline Management Plan 

scheduled for completion in December 2017. 
 

Comments should be submitted by August 30, 2017 to: Table Rock Lake 

SMP/MP/EA Project Manager Programs and Projects Management Division USACE, 
Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203 

Email: CESWL‐TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil 
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July 11 – Proposal would require docks to be green by 2027, KOLR-10, Springfield, MO
http://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/proposal-would-require-docks-to-be-green-by-
2027/763177138

Proposal Would Require Docks to Be 
Green by 2027
The Proposal Is Part Of The Latest TRL Shoreline 
Management Plan
By: Grant Sloan 
Posted: Jul 11, 2017 06:36 PM CDT
Updated: Jul 11, 2017 06:36 PM CDT 153
7/11/2017 - TABLE ROCK LAKE, Mo. – Boat dock owners may have to shell out some 
green to cover a push by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to go green.

A new proposal, tied to the latest draft of the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management 
Plan, would require boat docks to be powered by an alternative electricity source like 
solar panels by the end of 2027.

"To make existing docks retrofit after they've already invested in electricity, I don't see 
how you can mandate that,” says David Casaletto, who owns two boat slips on Table 
Rock Lake.

In addition to having a personal interest in the Shoreline Management Plan, Casaletto, 
who is the director of the environmental group Ozarks Water Watch, also sat in on the 
focus group discussions tied to the latest draft.

He doesn’t have an issue with the rule that requires newly-installed boat docks to use 
an alternative energy source, but he believes the 1300 docks that would be impacted by 
the proposal – 70% of all docks on the lake – should be grandfathered in.

"Just the solar is $4500,” he says, “and I don't know what it will cost to remove the poles 
and restore the ground."

Casaletto says new government regulations should always factor affordability into the 
equation.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers doesn’t have an estimate on what the proposal 
could cost dock and slip owners. However, it believes removing electrical lines tied to 
the shoreline, many that currently hang over the water is a step in the right direction.

"We’re trying to be greener -looking for that renewable energy source,” says Corps 
Project Manager, Dana Coburn, “and then in some regards, it’s a bit safer."

"If we do go to a solar or wind power or other alternative power source, I think it's less 
likely impacted if we have a high water event,” she says.



But Casaletto says the current system being used on Table Rock Lake is safe. He says 
electrocutions, like those at Lake of Ozarks in years past, aren’t an issue due to the 
inspection standards the Corps currently has in place.

"That's why we have not had the problem here,” he says. “So they're fixing a problem 
that doesn't exist and we're ending up paying for it as slip owners."

The Corps says the new proposal, like all proposals in the latest draft, isn’t set in stone. 
It’s encouraging residents to voice their opinion during the public comment period.

The public comment period runs through August 30th. To check out the latest draft click 
here.



Corps seeking public comments
on shoreline management
plan, 2014 master plan

By Ann Marie Temple
staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Through Aug. 31, the Army

Corps of Engineers Little Rock
District is seeking public
comments on two Table Rock
Lake plans.
The Table Rock Lake Shore

line Management Plan and
the 2014 Table Rock Lake
Master Plan are available on
line for the public to review,
Laurie Driver, public informa
tion officer for the Corps, said
in a phone interview.
There will be workshops

held during the last week of
July and the beginning of Au
gust, Driver said, but there are
no specific dates set. When

the dates are chosen, the
Corps will send out a press re
lease.
During the workshops, rep

resentatives from the Corps
will present an overview of
the draft plan and will also
answer questions and collect
public comments, a press re
lease from the Corps states.
The Corps, which Driver

said is directed by law to al
low public input, is asking ev
eryone to participate.
"We would like everyone to

look at the plans online and
come to the workshops if they
can," she said, and if they

can't attend the workshops,
"let their voices be heard and
leave comments."
Comments can be mailed

to U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers Little Rock District,
Programs and Project Man
agement Division, ATTN: Ta
ble Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867,
Little Rock, AR., 722030867,
or comments can be emailed
to CESWLTableRockShore
lineManagmentPlanUpdate@
usace.army.mil.
An online comment card,

draft documents and more
information are available at
go.usa.gov/xN92J.
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July 26- Workshops scheduled for shoreline plan 
Branson, MO (Branson Tri Lake News)

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_9a8cb538-7168-11e7-b45e-
732e112b5185.html

Workshops scheduled for shoreline plan

Three workshops have been scheduled to discuss the Table Rock Lake Shoreline 
Management Plan with the public.

The Army Corps of Engineers scheduled the workshops in three different locations from 
Monday, July 31, to Wednesday, Aug. 2, a press release from the Corps stated. 

The Monday workshop will be at the Chateau on the Lake. The Tuesday workshop will 
be held in Shell Knob at United Methodist Church, and the Wednesday workshop will be 
at Reeds Spring High School, the press release stated. All the workshops are from 4-7 
p.m.

Some of the major changes to the shoreline plan for private docks include a change in 
the number of threshold opportunities, the power source for private docks, and the 
allowed amount of modification requests for docks.

According to the online revised shoreline plan, “there is now a threshold of 30,806 
access opportunities (boat slips and launch ramp parking spaces) that can be placed on 
the lake.”

The plan also states that private docks are now required to switch over to alternative 
power, such as solar power and other similar types, by 2027. All new docks will be 
required to have alternative power when built, but docks already on the water have 10 
years to make the transition. 

As for modification requests, only one request can be sent in the five year permit period 
by the permittee. According to the shoreline plan, a request to change to alternative 
power will not count against the one opportunity for a modification request.

Lori Driver, a public information officer for the Corps, said she advises everyone to read 
the revised plan online and attend the workshops.



“Everything is on our website. We would like everyone to look at the plans online and 
come to the workshops if they can,” Driver said. “If they can’t, we want to let their voices 
be heard and leave comments.”

Comments will be accepted through Aug. 31 and can be filled out online at 
go.usa.gov/xN92J, or emailed to CESWL-
tablerockshorelinemanagementplanupdate@usace.army.mil. Comments may also be 
mailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, Programs and Project 
Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203-
0867.



Corps to release
draft of shoreline
management plan Friday
By JANN CLARK
Staff Writer

The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers has lifted
the moratorium on its

permitting process and
will unveil the draft of its
Table Rock Lake

Shoreline Management
Plan June 30 with public
comment workshops to
follow.

The draft version of
the Table Rock Lake

Shoreline Management
Plan (SMP) will be made
available to the public via
the Corps website Friday,
June 30 and/or by con
tacting the Corps office in
Little Rock, Ark. or their
Table Rock Lake office.

The public comment
period on the SMP is
through Aug. 31.

The Corps is accept
ing permit requests in the
order they are received
and the requests can be

made from 811:30 a.m.

and from 12:304 p.m.
Monday through Friday
by the duty ranger at the
Table Rock Lake Project
Office.

According to the
Corp, a series of public
workshops will be held in
late July or early August
to allow the public to
comment on the draft

SMP Project personnel
will be onsite during the
workshops to gather
information from local
and park visitors.

The Corp is expected
to release the public
workshop dates soon.

The SMP hasn't been
revised for 19 years 
since 1996.

The SMP establishes
policy and furnishes
guidelines for the protec
tion and preservation of
the desirable environ
mental characteristics of

the shoreline while main
taining a balance
between public and pri
vate shoreline use,
according to the Corp.

The Corps held public
workshops in March of
2015 as it began its work
on the SMP. Since then
there have been multiple
complaints by politicians
and the public about the
Corps moratorium on
permitting on Table Rock
Lake.
Comments can be

mailed to: Army Corps of
Engineers, Little Rock
District, Attn: Programs
and Project Management
Division, P.O. Box 867,
Little Rock, Ark., 72203.
Comments may emailed
to CESWL
TableRockShorelineMan

agementPlanUpdate@usa
ce.army.mil.

Comments may also
be faxed to 5013245605.
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Corps of Engineers takes
comments on Shoreline
Management Plan

The U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers met Tuesday, July 18, to
discuss the Shoreline Manage
ment Plan (SMP). Comments
on the plan will be accepted
through Tuesday, Aug. 1, and
can be emailed to Pomme.
DeTerre@usace.army.mil or
mailed to the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers at Rt. 2 Box 2160,
Hermitage, Mo 65668.

The purpose of the draft is to
establish policies and guidelines
for the protection and preser
vation of the desirable envi
ronment's characteristics of the
shoreline, while maintaining a
balance between public and pri
vate shoreline use. There were
11 people in attendance. Among
those were Pomme de Terre
Project Manager Brian Wright,
Natural Resource Manager Glen

Locke, and Shoreline Project
Manager with the Kansas City
????????????????????????????
The meeting began with

Wright welcoming everyone to
the meeting and thanking them
for coming. He directed them
to a handout, which detailed
changes that have been made to
the 2009 Shoreline Management
Plan. These changes showed a
complete reformat and duplica
tion removed, which cleared up
language.
There was a change of the

minimum design standards for
handrail/guardrail from 22"
and 42" to a range of 20" 24"
for the guardrails, and 36" 48"
for the handrails. The reason
is it "allows some variation in
heights to best suit the usage."

There was removal of the one
time, 20 percent expansion of
grandfathered docks because
there is no basis or support for
it in the regulations.

They are also doing the re
moval of the combined shore
line use permit/license infor
mation because the program
has been discontinued, and re
moval of the section pertaining
to Satellite Concession Docks
because it is a "RE function
and not part of the SMP, the
recommended removal and de
letion of Dock Zone 27A." The
reason for this is if the area was
rezoned to facilitate the con
struction and placement of a
new limited motel resort (with
dock). The area has no road or
access to it, and no work has
taken place in over 10 years.

The property has sold, and
owners are no longer pursuing
a Limited Motel Resort Lease.

???????????????????????????
ommended removal and deletion
of Dock Zone 47. The reason for
this was the area was rezoned
to facilitate the placement of
a Limited Motel Resort (with
dock). The property owners are
no longer pursuing that option.

???? ????????? ????? ??????
can be reviewed at http://www.
nwk.usace.army.mil/Locations/
DistrictLakes/Pommede
TerreLake.
(Continued on Page 8A)

»>Shoreline Management
(Continued From Page 1A)
After going through these

changes, Wright opened the
floor to questions. One gen
tlemen stated he had concerns

about the 50 percent capacity
regulation. He was referring to
the Corps of Engineers policy
that zones can only be filled to
50 percent capacity with docks.
This is to prevent overcrowd
ing and protect natural resourc
es. Zoning areas that are at, or
above, 50 percent are not being
issued any more dock permits.

The gentleman's chief com
plaint was the lack of what he
saw as enforcement in this reg
ulation. He offered up several
instances of zoning areas well
above 50 percent capacity, and
wanted to know why the Corps
has begun cracking down on
not allowing new expansions.
Corps officials answered

that many of the docks were
grandfathered in to the policy
due to being placed there be

fore it was created. Thus, they
are living with decisions made
in the past, putting the zones in
place where docks have gotten
to the point of exceeding what
the agency had intended. Coffin
expressed agreement that many
of the decisions from that time

may not have been the best, but
they are doing what they can to
rectify that matter now. It was
also noted that the 50 percent
regulation was a nation wide
regulation, and that changing it
would be a national matter.

The gentlemen then pointed
out that 4.9 percent of the shore
line is covered under docks. He
asked how that number com
pares to other lakes. Wright list
ed several statistics which stat
ed that Pomme de Terre Lake
has more private docks than all
the the other lakes in the Kan
sas City District combined, and
ranks in the top 10 in the nation.
It was also noted that Pomme
de Terre was not over saturated

with boat ramps, so there was
very little pressure for private
boat ramps.
Coffin admitted that she

was unfamiliar with certain
aspects that make Pomme de
Terre Lake unique, but noted
that when compared to other
jobs she has worked, Pomme
de Terre has been less strict and

more open minded when creat
ing their SMP

It should be noted that the
Corps has put a halt to issu
ing docking permits until the
shoreline plan has been com
pleted. The plan is estimated to
be signed, approved, and com
pleted by mid August. It should
also be noted that, per a na
tionwide regulation, rezoning
requests for new docking areas
are only considered during the
review period for the SMP,
which occurs every five years.
They can be submitted at any
time, but will only be consid
ered during that review period.
With this information, the

gentleman posed the question
about if the Corps believed
their plan allowed for recre
ational growth.

"Missouri is 19th in the na
tion for boat sales," the man
stated. "And anymore it is not
uncommon to see boats as long
as 30 feet, yet the minimum
space between docks is 20 feet.
I agree you must be smart in
planning, but use the total area
designated for dock so those
who own docks can expand."

After a moment's thought,
Wright answered that lie did
believe their plan allowed for
recreational growth, offering
that they were currently con
sidering rezoning an area called
Windmill Point for docking.
"Based on our authority,

we are allowing for growth,"
Wright stated after the man ex
pressed disagreement with his
words. "From the Corps side
of tilings, growth is additional
parks and camp grounds."
The man then referred to
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House Bill 5303: Water Re
sources Development. The
amendment proposed by Mis
souri representative of the
seventh district Billy Long, in
patnership with Senator Roy
Blunt, stated, "This amend
ment lifts the Army Corps of
Engineers' moratorium on the
issuance of dock permits for
Table Rock Lake and delays

the final rule for revising the
Shoreline Management Plan.
It extends the public comment
period and requires a study on
the permit fee structure for Ta
ble Rock Lake."

It should be noted that this
Bill does not apply to any other
lakes in the state of Missouri. It
is specific to Table Rock Lake.
The gentlemen was simply
using it as an example of the
similarities he sees between
Table Rock Lake and Pomme
de Terre.
He claimed that the issues

facing Table Rock Lake were
similar to what Pomme de
Terre was facing in the need for
more private docks.

"There hasn't been any in
terest in expansion," Coffin
said. "We've only had three re
quests for rezoning submitted."

From there, Corps staff went
on to explain that with rezoning
they had several things to con
sider, including public access.
They also have to respond to
requests for rezoning and have
no authority to just pick an area
to be rezoned and put in public
access points. Another guest
posed the question of what de
termines a zone's length? The
Corps stated they did not have
a set number of feet a zone

length had to meet. It is solely
determined by the amount of
usable space in a cove.

Moving to another individ
ual's concerns, the Corps ad
dressed a man who has been
having issues with the place
ment of his private dock in re
gard to his home. His private
dock sits behind a rental home
and the rental home's dock sits

closer to his home. Consequent
ly, he is having to cross through
the rental property to reach his

dock and states the owners of
that property do not clean up
behind the home. So, conse
quently, brush and debris from
flooding often piles up along
the banks. He is also having is
sues where he has to be sure the

renters aren't using his dock, as
he is at huge liability if some
one was to get injured, and risks
them damaging his dock.
He made a request to move

his dock so it was directly be
hind his home, and, thus, more
conveniently accessed by him.
He made it clear he wasn't
looking to have a new dock put
in, just to move his. He made
the request that they consider
adding a rule that in addition
to there having to be 20 feet of
space between docks, the own
ers of the docks be required to
keep a 10 foot radius around
their docks clear of debris.
He noted after flooding he

could spend three days, eight
hours a day, just hauling brush
and trees from that shore line.

He said he was wearing himself
out maintaining it.
Wright acknowledged that

the gentleman's area was no
torious for catching debris
and called his situation rather
unique. They looked at the area
on a digital map, noting that the
area did have a public access
road and debated the man's re

quest. Coffin offered to look at
the property to get a better idea
of what they were dealing with
before deciding one way or an
other if it was possible to grant
his request to move his dock.
The next guest asked if she

would be able to expand her
dock, located in Dock Zone
60. The zone is currently as 72
percent capacity, which led to
Coffin asking if it was a grand
fathered dock. It was not. They
discussed several details, such
as there no longer being a pub
lic access point in that area, but
noted she still had legal access
to it. It was eventually decided
that she could possibly expand
it as long as she could keep the
required 20 feet of space be
tween the other docks and the
boat ramp. They recommended

she put in an official requests
and that they would look into
it further.
The first gentleman came

back with another question,
this time in regard to Dock
Zone 41, which is currently sit
ting at 72 percent capacity. He
asked how much space would
need to be rezoned in that cove
in order to get it below 50 per
cent. Locke crunch some num
bers and figured that anywhere
from 180 feet to 200 feet would
have to be rezoned in that cove
to knock it back down to below
the 50 percent capacity line.
The man asked if he could

submit a rezoning request
with the intention of adding
one other dock to the area. Af
ter looking at the digital map,
there was some debate on if
the rezoning would push the
dock almost in the main lake.

They looked at the possibility
of putting it closer to the boat
ramp, but the Corps immedi
ately expressed the belief there
wouldn't be enough room, stat
ing it would "be tight."
They also discussed other

features they must consider
when looking at rezoning re
quests, such as water depth,
which the gentleman estimat
ed to be between eight and ten
feet, but noted there were a few
stumps m the area. Ultimately,
the Corps stated the quickest
option would be adding onto
existing docks, if the other
docks owners were receptive to
doing coowned docks.
A third gentleman was in

attendance to appeal for two
rezoning requests he submitted
that had been denied. In one
location, dock zone 53, he was
looking to add a slip 14 feet to
bottom, with 21 feet to expand.
The Corps stated that the main
reason the expansion had been
denied was it only benefited
one person. When granting re
zoning requests, they always
consider how many people
would benefit from the change.
There was also no public

access point for that area any
more. There used to be, but
the road had been shut down
long ago and has since become

over grown. Zach Wallace, a
park ranger, stated they could
ask about reopening the road
through a license agreement,
but the gentleman was not
in favor of that idea. He then
asked if it would make any dif
ference that the change would
actually benefit two people, as
once he planned to sell half the
dock after expanding.
The other request the gen

tleman had was to take out a
grandfathered dock that is ac
tually on the main part of the
lake and make that area a dock

zone. He offered the idea of
putting a new dock where the
grandfathered dock is current
ly, facing it north. With three to
four slips. This would get it out
of the main part of the lake.
After some debate over

to the location, the man of
fered to move it down 100
feet. However, Locke stated
he still didn't see much differ
ence. The man claimed to have
three other people who want
ed to put a dock in that area
and stated he also believed
the grandfathered dock owner
would benefit as well, as he'd
have a new covered dock. He
requested four slips, but after
crunching the numbers, it was
determined 80 feet would have

to rezoned to keep the cover
under 50 percent, as well as the
size of the docks.

The man said he may need
to make some adjustments to
his request. Locke recommend
ed he go ahead and submit the
request again for consideration.
A couple with a half dock

in Haverstick Cove arrived and
asked about necessary repairs
that would have to be done to
the dock after it was damaged
in the recent flooding. Their an
chors had been pulled out, and
they asked what anchors, arms,
and walk ways were acceptable
by the Corps standards. The
Corps stated they did not actu
ally have set standards on these
materials, but offered to give
the couple drawings for typical
anchor designs.

The couple also asked about
a request they had submitted to
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move their dock to the other
side of the cove, and how it
had been denied. They claimed
to be crowded by the other
dock, so an 18 foot dock was
the largest they could have.
The Corps again referenced the
20 foot regulation and looked
at the digital map to determine
if there may be room to move
the dock over.
The couple stated they had

a neighbor who was requesting
to move their dock to anoth

er cove currently void of any
docks at all. After looking at
the area, the Corps determined
that wouldn't happen, as it was
not zoned and had no public
access point.
The wife asked what was

the maximum length they
could push out their dock. The
Corps responded they could go
out as far as onethird of the

cove. Wright suggested talking
to other owners about combin
ing docks, but the couple stated
most of the docks in that area
already have two owners, and
so they believed the answer is
no right now.

The couple was in a unique
situation as well, as they were
requesting not to expand their
dock but to flip it, which would
technically cause it to stick out
farther. The cove is at over 80

percent capacity, so no new
docks can be added right now.
To help with the damages their
dock had been receiving, it
was recommended they tight
en their cables, but they were
warned that could cause them
to wear down quicker.

With no other matters to dis

cuss, and no other public com
ments to be heard, the meeting
was adjourned.

Shoreline Management Meeting The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers held a
public meetng Tuesday, July 18, where they were accepting comments on the Shoreline
Management Plan. Don James is pictured above directing the Corps employees, and
other guests, attention to a specific docking zone he had questions about.
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FCCLA National Winners Three Skyline FCCLA mem
bers attended the National Leadership Conference in
Nashville, Tenn. between July 2 and July 7. While in atten
dance, students competed in STAR Events, and attended
leadership workshops and networked. Pictured, from left,
are: Hannah BenedictAdvocacy, receiving gold; Carina
VannicoloLeadership, earning silver; and Sabrina Turn
bowRecycle and Redesign, receiving gold. Benedict and
Turnbow are juniors. Vannicolo is a recent graduate of
Skyline High School.
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Dinner's Ready Chef Jamie Hennessey and Gary Ed
wards helped to serve the catered meal offered during
the Hickory County Community Wellness Foundation Vol
unteer Appreciation Dinner, held at the Weathered Wis
dom Barn Thursday, July 20, near Preston. Guests were
served a meal of chicken cordon bleu casserole, rice and
vegetables, and salad. The meal was by donation, with
proceeds supporting community grants that will be of
fered later this year. There was also a silent auction.
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July 31- @9: Army Corps of Engineers' New Plan 
at Table Rock Lake has Some Residents Fighting 
Back Springfield, MO (KOZL Ozark First)
http://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/9-army-corps-of-engineers-new-plan-at-table-rock-
lake-has-some-residents-fighting-back/779889901

@9: Army Corps of Engineers' New Plan at Table Rock Lake has Some Residents 
Fighting Back

Coming up at nine...

Some residents are fighting back against a new Army Corps of Engineers plan to 
manage Table Rock Lake's shoreline - Brea Douglas has more.

Plus, a Springfield man is headed to prison after being sentenced for a 2015 drunk 
driving crash that left one person permanently disabled. 

And Jamie Warriner says Tuesday afternoon looks partly cloudy but warm.



Corps Seeks Comments on Draft
Table Rock Lake Shoreline
Management Plan, 2014 Master Plan
BRANSON, Mo,  The Army

Corps of Engineers, Little Rock
District is seeking public comments
through Aug. 31 on the draft Table
Rock Lake Shoreline Management
Plan as well as the 2014 Table Rock
Lake Master Plan.
A draft Environmental Assess

ment, which evaluates the potential
impacts of each alternative, will also
be available for review.

The draft documents are available
online at: http://go.usa.gov/xN92J.

Comments can be mailed to U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock
District, Programs and Project
Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock "SMP, P.O Box 867, Little
Rock, AR 722030867 oremailed to
CESWL

TableRockShorelineManagementPIa
nUpdate<a'usace.army.mii. An on
line Tillable comment card is
available at http://go.usa.gov/xN92J.
During public workshops,

planned for late July and early
August, representatives from the
Corps will present an overview of the
draft plan, answer questions and
gather comments from the public.
The shoreline management plan

for Table Rock Lake establishes
policy and furnishes guidelines for
the protection and preservation of the
desirable environmental character
istics of the shoreline while main
taining a balance between public and
private shoreline use. The last SMP
update was completed in 1996.
For more information abou( the

shoreline management plan update
process visit the following
website: http://go.usa.gov/xN92J.
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Workshops scheduled for shoreline plan
By Ann Marie Temple

staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Three workshops have been

scheduled to discuss the Table
Rock Lake Shoreline Manage
ment Plan with the public.
The Army Corps of Engineers

scheduled the workshops in
three different locations from
Monday, July 31, to Wednes
day, Aug. 2, a press release
from the Corps stated.
The Monday workshop will

be at the Chateau on the Lake.
The Tuesday workshop will
be held in Shell Knob at Unit
ed Methodist Church, and the
Wednesday workshop will be
at Reeds Spring High School,
the press release stated. All the
workshops are from 47 p.m.
Some of the major changes

to the shoreline plan for private
docks include a change in the
number of threshold oppor
tunities, the power source for
private docks, and the allowed
amount of modification re
quests for docks.
According to the online re

vised shoreline plan, "there is
now a threshold of 30,806 ac
cess opportunities (boat slips
and launch ramp parking spac
es) that can be placed on the
lake."
The plan also states that pri

vate docks are now required to
switch over to alternative pow
er, such as solar power and oth
er similar types, by 2027. All

new docks will be required to
have alternative power when
built, but docks already on the
water have 10 years to make
the transition.
As for modification requests,

only one request can be sent
in the five year permit period
by the permittee. According to
the shoreline plan, a request
to change to alternative power
will not count against the one
opportunity for a modification
request.
Lori Driver, a public informa

tion officer for the Corps, said
she advises everyone to read
the revised plan online and at
tend the workshops.
"Everything is on our website.

We would like everyone to
look at the plans online and
come to the workshops if they
can," Driver said. "If they can't,
we want to let their voices be
heard and leave comments."
Comments will be accept

ed through Aug. 31 and can
be filled out online at go.u
sa.gov/xN92J, or emailed to
CESWLtablerockshoreline
managementplanupdate@us
ace.army.mil. Comments may
also be mailed to U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Little Rock
District, Programs and Project
Management Division, ATTN:
Table Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867,
Little Rock, AR 722030867.
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Sara Karnes • skarnes@bransontrilakesnews.com
The Army Corps of Engineers has scheduled three workshops to discuss the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan.
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Aug 02- Corps of Engineers seeks public input on 
Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan revision 
Cassville, MO (Cassville Democrat)

Corps of Engineers seeks public input on Table Rock Lake Shoreline 
Management Plan revision

http://www.cassville-democrat.com/story/2432780.html

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, will be hosting a public meeting 
on Tuesday, Aug. 1, at United Methodist Church, 25682 State Hwy YY, Shell Knob, to 
discuss its Table Rock Lake shoreline management plan revision. Staff will be available 
to answer questions.

The Corps is releasing the draft revision to the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management 
Plan (SMP), which establishes policy and furnishes guidelines for the protection and 
preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline, while 
maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline use. Pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Environmental Assessment of potential 
impacts of the draft plan has also been prepared. 

Comments from the public will help finalize the revision to the plan. An update is 
scheduled for public review in late 2017. 

For current information and to submit comments, which should be sent by Aug. 30, visit 
https://go.usa.gov/xN9Tx, or comments may be mailed to:

Table Rock Lake SMP/MP/EA Manager, Programs and Projects Management Division, 
USACE, Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock Ark., 72203, or emailed to: 
CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.



Corps of Engineers seeks public input on TableRock Lake Shoreline Management Plan revision
The U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers, Little Rock
District, will be host
ing a public meeting on
Tuesday, Aug. 1, at United
Methodist Church, 25682
State Hwy YY, Shell Knob,
to discuss its Table Rock
Lake shoreline manage
ment plan revision. Staff
will be available to answer
questions.
The Corps is releasing

the draft revision to the
Table Rock Lake Shoreline
Management Plan (SMP),
which establishes pol

icy and furnishes guide
lines for the protection
and preservation of the
desirable environmen
tal characteristics of the

shoreline, while main
taining a balance between
public and private shore
line use. Pursuant to the
National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA)
and Environmental
Assessment of potential
impacts of the draft plan
has also been prepared.
Comments from the

public will help finalize
the revision to the plan.
An update is scheduled
for public review in late
2017.
For current informa

tion and to submit com
ments, which should
be sent by Aug. 30, vis
it https://go.usa.gov/
xN9Tx, or comments may
be mailed to:
Table Rock Lake

SMP/MP/EA Manager,
Programs and
Projects Management
Division, USACE, Little
Rock District, P.O. Box
867, Little Rock Ark.,
72203, or emailed to:
CESWLTableRockShorel
ineManagementPlanUpda
te@usace.army.mil.

SHORELINE PLAN
Who: US Amy Corps of
Engineers
What: Is hosting public
workshops to discuss a
Table Rock Lake shoreline
management plan revision
When: Tuesday, Aug. 1
Where: United Methodist
Church, Shell Knob
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Residents voice concerns on
shoreline management
plan at workshop

By Ann Marie Temple
staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Private and community dock owners

met at the Chateau on the Lake Mon
day evening to discuss proposed major

changes to a Table Rock Lake Shoreline Man
agement Plan.
The focal points of residents' concerns

were the requirements to switch to alternative
power, remove nowake buoys, boat slip size
changes and vegetation modification.
Alternative power will be required for all

new docks on the lake when the new plan
goes into effect, but current docks have until
2027 to change over to alternative power, the
shoreline management plan draft states.
A couple of residents asked if generators

would be permitted for the docks, and Becky
Shortt, a Corps employee, said no.
"Solar power will run intermittent uses on

the dock," she said.
When discussing why the buoys must be

removed, chief ranger Rodney Raley for the
Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District
said it's because the buoys are not maintained.
Buoys must be 100 feet from docks no mat

ter how high or low the lake levels change,
Raley said. When the lake levels have been
fluctuating, few residents are going out and
moving the buoys, and "it confuses people."
Instead of having buoys, the Corps offered

the alternative of having a nowake sign on the
docks, Raley said.
Some residents were not pleased with hav

ing to remove their buoys.
"If I have to move my buoy, (Big Cedar

Lodge Owner) Johnny (Morris) should have to
move his," Mike Brosnahan, dock owner and
resident along Table Rock Lake, said.
Brosnahan cares about equality of regula

tions of everyone on the lake, he said, includ
ing commercial dock owners.
"If solar (power) is good enough for me, it's

good enough for Johnny Morris," Brosnahan

said. "I'm only picking on Johnny Morris be
cause he's the closest to me, but all need to be
equal."
Some residents were curious about the slip

size changes, and Shortt said many residents
were having difficulties getting in and out of
their boats with the current 14 feet by 30 feet
docks, so the Corps proposed to change the
slips to 12 feet by 30 feet.
When asked about how residents will be

able to reach their docks with the proposed re
striction on vegetation modification, or mow
ing, Raley said that residents can apply for a
permit to mow around the path to their docks
and around their docks.
Dana Coburn, project manager for the Table

Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan Draft,
said she has heard the residents' concerns at
the workshop.
She said it seems that residents think this is

the official plan, but it is not.
"We're at draft right now. We're looking to

hear what people have to say about our pro
posal," she said.
As for the concerns of commercial docks

not having the same regulations, Coburn said
the management plan is for private, exclusive
views that residents and renters have, and
commercial owners have their own set of reg
ulations to follow.
A few residents voiced their concern on how

the Corps will enforce these new regulations,
and Coburn said it would be possible with the
Corps' rangers.
"They are the ones that go out and do in

spections and are the enforcing hand," she
said.
It is encouraged that residents send their

comments via email or by mail to ensure their
concerns are accounted for, Coburn said. Res
idents have until Aug. 30 to send in their com
ments.
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Comments can be mailed to U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, Pro
grams and Project Management Division,
ATTN: Table Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little
Rock, AR., 722030867, or comments may be
emailed to CESWLTableRockShorelineMa
nagmentPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.
An online comment card, draft documents

and information are available at go.usa.gov/
xN92J.

Sara Karnes • skarnes@bransontrilakesnews.com
Alternative power will be required for all new docks on the lake when the new plan goes into effect,
but current docks have until 2027 to change over to alternative power, the shoreline management
plan draft states.
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Aug 04-  US Army Corps of Engineers revisits two 
Table Rock Lake proposals Springfield, MO (KY3)

US Army Corps of Engineers revisits two Table Rock Lake proposals

http://www.ky3.com/content/news/US-Army-Corps-of-Engineers-revisits-two-Table-
Rock-Lake-proposals-438577873.html

Table Rock Lake, Mo. -- People who live around Table Rock Lake voiced their 
concerns with some of the US Army Corps of Engineers proposals earlier this week at 
its public workshops.

Now, the Corps of Engineers says the feedback is making it revisit two of its many 
proposals to see how it can find common ground for the future of the lake.



Hundreds of people who live near Table Rock Lake went to the US Army Corps of 
Engineers workshop.

"Our last shore management plan was from 1996," Project Manager Dana Coburn, with 
the US Army Corps of Engineers, said. "So it's time to take a look at what's old, what 
needs to be revised."

People voiced their thoughts on the proposals for the future of the Shoreline 
Management Plan.

"They're introducing some new things that will impact our dock so you know knowledge 
is the key, you need to read all the information and find out what works best for you," 
Susan Wise said.

Now, the US Army Corps of Engineers is rethinking some of the proposals it received 
the most feed back on.

1. No-Wake buoys for private docks will not be allowed by the end of 2020.

The biggest concern some people had was boaters speeding by and now it's revisiting 
the proposal. 

2. Docks with existing electric services would need to change to alternative power 
sources, like solar panels, by the end of 2027.

Some people felt the proposal would be costly, but Susan Wise felt that years down the 
road it would be worth it.

"I think in the long run, it's a good thing, it's good for the environment, it's good for the 
lake, it's good energy wise, safety wise, you know it impacts everybody, so you know 
you got to look at both sides," Wise said.

"Changing the docks over to solar that will impact us as we're a community of 12 
different slips in our dock so you know it's going to have an impacts as far as cost and 
you know when I saw it's over 10 years that's going to give us a little more time to figure 
that out so that was good to hear." 

The US Army Corps of Engineers said it wants to find a common ground for some of the 
proposals that mean the most to people around the lake.

"To have that balance of the permitted private use, the public use and that natural 
environment that's our challenge that's our job," Coburn said. 

The US Army Corps of Engineers is looking for feedback and is taking input until August 
30th. 

If you want to give your feedback you can go to the comment form on this website: 
http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Planning/Table-Rock-Lake-Shoreline-
Management-Plan/



Comments sought on final draft of
Table Rock Shoreline Management Plan
}y DAVID
:asaletto,
Executive Director,
Ozarks Water Watch

| The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers has released
what is probably the final
version of the Table Rock
Lake Shoreline
Management Plan, unless
comments from the pub
lic convince the Corps to
make additional changes.

I served for the last
few years on the Corps
Focus Group that helped
the Corps get a sense of
what changes the local
community would like to
see made in the Shoreline
Management Plan. I
served not only in my
capacity as a water quali
ty organization director,
but also as an adjacent
landowner with the
Coips and as owner of
one boat slip in two dif
ferent boat docks.

The plan covers many
different topics related to
Table Rock Lake and it is

critical that anyone
affected by the plan read
it and comment to the

Corps if they feel
changes are needed.
Topics include boat
docks and slips, vegeta
tion permits, special use
permits such as ski
courses and golf cart use
and other shoreline activ
ities.

I will admit that in my
capacity as a boat slip
owner, I am very frustrat
ed by a provision in the
plan that was not in pre
vious plan drafts and was
never discussed with the
focus group. The Corps is
now proposing to require
all private boat docks to
convert from regular
electricity to alternative
energy such as solar
power in 10 years.
The Corps already

requires solar on all new
docks, but the plan now
requires all existing
docks to covert. This

conversion will cost slip

owners millions of dol

lars and I can see no good
reason for this  dock
electricity already has to
be inspected every time
the permit is renewed to
insure safety.

Plus solar will require
the replacement of bat
teries and panels as they
wear out which will make
for ongoing expense. I
personally will print out
the comment form and
make my opinion known
to the Corps. I will also
let my elected officials
from Washington know
my feelings.

The plan also details
under what circum
stances vegetation and
grass can be removed

Allfrom the shoreline.
vegetation modification
requires a permit and
there are distances from
your home and size of
trees and brush that can

legally be removed
detailed in the plan.

The current require

ments are not always fol
lowed today, but the
Corps may step up
enforcement in the
future, so everyone needs
to be aware of the plan's
rules.

It is very important
that this plan is the best it
can be as the last revision

was completed 21 years
ago so it is likely we will
be living with this docu
ment for a long time. For
additional information,
you can go to the Corps
Shoreline Management
Plan website and print
out a comment form. As
users of and landowners

near our beautiful lake, it
is our responsibility to
make our opinions
known.

The deadline to file a

comment on the Corps
Table Rock Lake

Shoreline Management
Plan is Wednesday, Aug.
30. To find the Corps
comment form go online
to: swl.usace.army.mil
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Corps looking for middle ground on shoreline plan
By Ann Marie Temple

staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Sections of the Table Rock Lake

Shoreline Management Plan Draft
will be revised after residents voiced
their concerns at three workshops in
the area.
Two consistent concerns from res

idents at all three workshops were
the removal of nowake buoys from
private docks and the requirement
for private docks to switch to alter
native power.
Residents do not want the no

wake buoys removed, but they are
not maintaining the buoys, Lori
Driver, a public information officer
for the Army Corps of Engineers Lit
tle Rock District, said. The manage
ment plan draft required the removal
of the buoys due to a lack of main
tenance, and confusion for boaters
when the buoys are not properly
used. For alternative power, many
residents were concerned that it was

too costly, and that alternative pow
er options, like solar power, would
not produce enough power for larger
vessels, such as house boats.
Driver said the Corps will revisit

those requirements in the plan.
"We will relook at those issues

and see if we can find a middle
ground," she said. "Those concerns
specifically jumped out at us when
reviewing the comments we have so
far. Other concerns that people have
will have to be reviewed as well."
Driver said feedback from resi

dents is what the workshops were
for, and the Corps is going to work
at revising the concerning sections
of the plan.
"We're positive we will see those

changing," Driver said.
Residents may continue to send

their comments to the Corps until
Aug. 30 when the commenting pe
riod ends.

Comments can be mailed to U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock
District, Programs and Project Man
agement Division, ATTN: Table Rock
SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR.,
722030867, a press release from
the Corps stated, or comments can
be emailed to CESWLTableRock
ShorelineManagmentPlanUpdate@
usace.army.mil.
An online comment card, draft

documents and more information
are available at go.usa.gov/xN92J

Sara Karnes • skarnes@bransontrilakesnews.com
Portions of the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan Draft will be revised after concerns were raised.
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Aug 15- Concerns about the Table Rock shoreline 
plan Springfield, MO (Springfield News Leader)
Concerns about the Table Rock shoreline plan

http://www.news-leader.com/story/opinion/readers/2017/08/15/concerns-table-rock-
shoreline-plan/569606001/

The Table Rock Lake The Corp of Engineers Shoreline Management Plan exposes a 
complete disregard for the safety and welfare of the using public. Three main areas are 
of major concern: access, energy, and bouy no-wake zones.

Many users are retired or disabled and need safe access to docks, either public or 
private. The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that, yet the Corp doesn't seem to 
have to honor this law. Every shoreline access point, whether beach, dock, (either 
public or private) or ramp, should be safely accessed by wheelchair. That means to me 
that steep rock strewn pathways are not acceptable. I have witnessed retirees slip and 
fall on the access paths due to loose stone surfaces. Wheelchaired and handicapped 
users are denied safe access. Unacceptable.

The Corp wants to eliminate conventional power sources to private docks. Apparently 
Marinas and resorts are held to different standards. Solar power is a thief's dream. 
Poorly lit docks with large numbers of easily sold batteries available all over the lake are 
not in the public's best interest. What happens when batteries freeze in winter and all of 
the acid enters the lake? Good lighting on the docks and public parking areas is 
essential to safety on the lake.

No-wake bouys are necessary to maintain a safe recreation area around private docks 
for swimming and water play. Signs don't keep boats away from the private dock 
adequately. It is a safety issue. Why do the Marinas have several bouys out several 
hundred feet from their docks? Because that is the only way to slow down many 
boaters.

The safety of our children and grandchildren is more important that the Corp's concerns. 
Safety for the lake using public is the most important issue here and in these three 
areas the Corp has it wrong, very wrong. Please voice your concern to the Corp about 
these safety issues.



Corps slates multiple shoreline
update meeting Aug. 2 at RSHS
By Dave Abner
Managing Editor

Representatives from
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers have sched
uled three public work
shops beginning later this
month to unveil the pre
liminary version of the
Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management
Plan (SMP) update.

The public is invited
to attend the meetings:

• July 31, 47 p.m.,
Chateau on the Lake,
Branson.

• Aug. 1, 47 p.m.,
Shell Knob Central
Community United
Methodist Church, Shell
Knob.

• Aug. 2, 47 p.m.,
Reeds Spring High
School, Reeds Spring.
During the dropin

workshops, Corps offi
cials will be on hand to
discuss the draft version
of the plan and hear feed

back from locals.
The draft version

includes an environmen
tal assessment which
evaluates the potential
impacts of each of the
SMP alternatives. The
environmental assess
ment will be available for
review during the work
shops and is also avail
able online at
https://go.usagov/xN6Jr.
According to the

Corps, the Table Rock
SMP "establishes policy
for the protection and
preservation of the desir
able environmental char
acteristics of the shore
line while maintaining a
balance between public
and private shoreline
use."
The most recent

update of Table Rock's
SMP came in 1996.

The same Website that
includes the environmen
tal assessment

https://go. usa. gov/xN6Jr.
 also includes additional
information regarding the
update process, as well as
comment cards.

Comments can also be
mailed to: U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers little
Rock District, Programs
and Project Management
Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, Box 867, Little
Rock, Ark.

In addition, comments
can also be emailed to:
CESWLTableRockShore
lineManagementPlanUpd
ate@usace. army.mil.

The comment period
ends Aug. 30.

The SMP update fol
lows the update of the
Table Rock Lake Master
Plan that was completed
in 2014. The master plan
and accompanying envi
ronmental assessment
are also available for
review online at
https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.
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Local history, Part 2
This week: Wrapping

up a piece of local histo
ry

The Wilderness con
tained some of the finest
white oak timber any
where in the country. It
was said a man might ride
a horse through the forest
easily and be able to see
for some distance
between the fine tree
trunks, uncluttered with
undergrowth. White oak
was in great demand for
railroad ties and tiehack

ers ravaged the fine old
stand that had been the
Wilderness. Delivery was
along the old Wilderness
Road to Reeds Spring,
once the capital of the
world. Wagons, with linch
pins holding the wheels
on the axles, were used.

Finally the supply was
exhausted and ties were
no longer the main indus
try. It was discovered that
tomatoes grow well in the
Ozarks. Many canneries
sprang up, one in
Kimberling Hills near the
lumber yard, taking water
from a spring near Dead
Man's Curve on
Lakeshore Drive.

Tomatoes were called
"Red Gold of the Ozarks."
This too came to an end

when government restric
tions and a tight labor
market made it unprof
itable. The boom lasted
some 20 years, until mid
World War II. A 1,500acre
cattle ranch covered
much of the area for 10
years.

After 1943, compara
tive quiet reigned for a
time in what was to be
Kimberling City. The

Turner family lived in
their old homestead, the
Kimberlings across the
bridge in the old
Kimberling home. The
Radical Post Office came

and went. The
Nickersons lived on their

nine acres at the junction
of James River Road and
Highway 13, and watched
the Nickerson Cemetery
grow. The little log cabin
on Kimberling Hills Golf
Course, built before the
turn of the century and
occupied by tiehackers,
hunters, trappers, and
others seeking a tempo
rary home, is one of the
few original buildings.

The Army Corps of
Engineers had for some
years been working on a
plan to build a flood con
trol dam across White
River to form Table Rock
Lake. This plan was final
ly realized and construc
tion started after negotia
tions to purchase the land
that would be under

water were completed in
1956. A new bridge was
build immediately over
the original Kimberling

Bridge, and approaches
for Highway 13 were con
structed. All the river bot
tom land became a part of
the lake bed and only the
unproductive ridges
remained.

John Q. Hammons, a
Springfield investor, saw
the potentialities of the
site where the city now
stands and started
Kimberling City in 1960.
He registered
"Kimberling City" in state
records and it is Mr.

Hammons who is credit

ed with choosing the
city's name. He also erect
ed the first building,
Kimberling Inn
Restaurant, and still owns
substantial undeveloped
land in the city. In 1960 he
sold a large portion of his
holdings to Hobart
Jennings and Melvin
Taylor, who called it
Kimberling Hills. They set
up their own water sup
ply, built a system of
roads and streets, and
laid out electric and tele

phone service as they
subdivided the area and
sold home sites.
Layne Morrill pur

chased the shopping cen
ter from Hammons in
1968. Others bought land
and opened businesses
such as motels, boat sales
and service, and recre
ational facilities. The area
had become a famous
tourist attraction.

Then, on June 26,
1973, Kimberling City was
incorporated as a fourth
class city and a mayor
and four aldermen were
elected. The present
mayor is Bette Edgington.
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TOTALLY
DIFFERENT AT
TECUMSEHFlood damage revealedat Tecumseh Park

As Norfork Lake recedes after the historic April 2930 flood, the damage done to
the Corps of Engineers park at Tecumseh is becoming visible. Corps spokesper
son Laurie Driver said the Corps is waiting for the water to recede further and
must then wait until the ground dries out a little before they can get a crew in
there to fully assess the damage and decide on repairs.

Photo courtesy Laurel Driscoll
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Aug 24- McCaskill to Take Closer Look at Shoreline 
Management Plan Springfield, MO (KOZL)

McCaskill to Take Closer Look at Shoreline Management Plan

http://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/mccaskill-to-take-closer-look-at-shoreline-management-
plan/797204750

BRANSON, Mo. - Among the many topics brought up during U.S. Senator’s Claire McCaskill’s public town 
hall meeting on Tuesday, a discussion on the Army Corps of Engineers Draft Table Rock Lake Shoreline 
Management Plan was also had.

When brought to the senator’s attention, McCaskill says she was unaware of this plan, but she would be 
contacting the Corps to better understand what they’re proposing.

In the SMP, one of the items the Corps is proposing is for all dock owners to only use alternative power 
sources, such as solar energy, to power their docks. McCaskill was also asked her thoughts on this piece 
of the proposal.

In recent weeks the Corps has held several Open House events to allow public feedback on how the 
draft SMP could be improved. Over 700 members of the community have attended these events to 
verbally share their thoughts or have their questions answered.

In an effort to gather additional comments on the Draft Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan, 
the Army Corps of Engineers has extended the public comment period an additional two weeks to 
Saturday, September 15th.

Share your comments with the Corps here.    

 

(Tim Church, Hometowndailynews.com)



Realtors sound alarm
Opinion: Table Rock Lake property values and access

By Deana Wolf
TriLakes Board of Realtors president
Members of the TriLakes Board of

Realtors, Inc. and other coalition
members are sounding the alarm
on a proposed plan by the Army

Corps of Engineers that they
say will "cost local resi
dents millions of dollars,
potentially devastate prop
erty values and seriously limit your
Table Rock Lake experience."
Deana Wolfe, 2017 President, says, "The

Corps of engineers has only given residents
until Aug. 30 to comment on its proposed
Shoreline Management Plan for Table Rock
Lake. We are urging people to read the plan
and put in writing their concerns to the
Corps before the deadline."
Deana Wolfe says the group is in agree

ment with the Corps' own characterization
made of the 2014 Master Plan for Table
Rock Lake "that most people were content
with the level of development around the
lake ... (and that the Corps) was charged
with maintaining the current facilities and
recreational opportunities at the lake." Wolfe
said, "The shoreline management plan is
supposed to put into action findings of the
master plan, yet the proposed plan clearly
fails in that mission."
The SaveTableRock.com coalition led by

the TriLakes Board of Realtors, Inc. notes
they have successfully worked for decades
with the Corps and local residents to be
"great stewards providing balanced manage
ment of Table Rock, protecting it as a natural
resource, and allowing responsible public

use and development." They say that the
partnership has resulted in the Corps' exist
ing shoreline management program which
has worked, and is working. They say there
is "no need to fix what is not broken," and
urge the Corps to keep the existing shoreline
plan and to reject the proposed plan.
The complete plan can be read on the

Little Rock Corps of Engineers website or
at SaveTableRock.com. The local coalition
highlighted concerns with the plan and
noted where the provision is located in the
Corps' proposed plan.
It would require what they estimate at over

$10 million dollars in cost to local slip own
ers to remove power lines from all existing
docks and convert them to solar or wind
power. {Page 9, lines 810)
It creates even more restrictive rules on

vegetative management permits and makes
some nontransferable, even to family mem
bers. {Page 29, lines 1920)

It Places arbitrary
limits on how often docks
may be modified. (Page 9,
Lines 12)

It outlaws such items as fishing equipment,
tubes, wake boards, skies, etc. from being
stored in private and community docks.
{Page 13, Lines 1517)
It outlaws all boats with portapotties

or holding tanks on private or community
docks. {Page 15, lines 2224)
It outlaws "No Wake Buoys" and man

dates their removal from in front of all
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private and community docks. (Page 9, Lines
1921)
It outlaws driving or parking golf carts,

ATVs, etc. anywhere on Corps managed
property which includes in front of private or
community docks. {Page 34, Lines 2326)
It also establishes a new and arbitrary lake

carrying capacity giving the Corps the ability
to limit who uses the lake and when. (Pages
37 & 38)
Wolfe said, "The Corps has listened to the

people's reasoned comments in the past. We
have every confidence they will listen now.
It is how the existing shoreline management
plan was crafted and why it is working so
well that the Corps' own three year old
master plan for the lake concludes "that

most people were content with development
around the lake and that "current facili
ties and recreational opportunities" should
be maintained on and around Table Rock
Lake."
Wolfe added, "We want to work with the

Corps to keep the existing plan working for
all us. It is plenty restrictive on the number
of docks, preserves over 85% of the shore
line from disturbance and ensures our lake
will never grow outofcontrol."
The deadline for comments is Aug. 30,

2017. Comments can be emailed from
SaveTableRock.com, emailed directly to the
Corps, or mailed to the Corps' Little Rock of
fice if postmarked on the 30th of this month
or before.
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Aug 27- Letter campaign gains steam opposing Table Rock 
Lake changes Springfield, MO (Springfield News Leader)

Letter campaign gains steam opposing Table Rock Lake changes

http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/ozarks/2017/08/27/letter-campaign-gains-steam-
opposing-table-rock-lake-changes/589724001/

Realtors in Branson have launched a letter campaign in hopes of thwarting some significant 
proposed changes in how Table Rock Lake would be managed in the future by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.

The Corps this week extended its public comment period until Sept. 15, after getting a flood of 
comments about proposed changes to the draft Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan.

Among the most controversial proposals: Limiting how many boats can be on the lake at one 
time, and requiring private dock owners to replace shoreline electric hookups with solar panels 
or other renewable energy sources.

The Corps also wants to eliminate floating "No Wake" buoys, and replace them with "No Wake" 
signs on private floating docks.

"We think these proposals are infringements on personal property ownership rights," said 
Deana Wolfe, president of the Tri-Lakes Board of Realtors, which is spearheading the campaign. 
"Some of these people have spent their life savings on homes by the lake. By putting some 
restrictions on how the lake can be used, it will reduce their property values."

A key concern, Wolfe said, is the Corps' plan to establish a lake boating capacity, which could 
prevent boaters from using public launch areas if the Corps believes there are too many boats 
already on the lake that day.

"It's already happening in Arizona," Wolfe said. "It's not unusual for someone to go to an 
Arizona Corps lake, pull up to the public launch, and then you have to wait until someone comes 
off the lake before you can launch."

Tri-Lakes Board of Realtors wants the Corps to leave the shoreline management plan as is, with 
no changes.

"The lake works wonderfully now," Wolfe said. "Property values are coming back up and our 
economy is coming back. I do believe the Corps will work with us. We have had a great response 
(with the letter campaign) already."

http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/ozarks/2017/08/27/letter-campaign-gains-steam-opposing-table-rock-lake-changes/589724001/
http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/ozarks/2017/08/27/letter-campaign-gains-steam-opposing-table-rock-lake-changes/589724001/


Wolfe said nearly 800 people have turned in the Ti-Lakes Board's form letter opposing six items 
included in the proposed shoreline management plan.

Dana Coburn, Corps project manager for the proposed management plan, said the Corps is 
reviewing hundreds of comments it received from the public, both from letters and during 
several public meetings.

She said a key theme in many of those comments is that people don't want Table Rock Lake to 
become like Lake of the Ozarks, where the shoreline is ringed with docks and boat congestion 
has become worse as the lake becomes more popular. Lake of the Ozarks is not a Corps-
managed lake.

"The carrying capacity of the lake is a part of that," Coburn said, referring to a potential limit on 
the number of boats on the lake at one time.

As of May 2017, Coburn said Table Rock Lake had 20,585 "access opportunities," a number that 
includes parking availability at boat launch areas, the number of boats at private and commercial 
docks, and boats in storage on shore.

The shoreline management plan could start limiting boat access to the lake when those "access 
opportunities" reach 30,866, Coburn said.

"We feel that at that point Table Rock Lake is no longer safe, enjoyable and no longer the 
recreation place that they (lake users) like," she said. "Once we get there, this is where you've 
told us you don't want another Lake of the Ozarks."

Coburn said the Corps estimates it could take 60 years for the lake to reach that 30,866 access 
opportunity mark. But if the economy continues to grow and people are able to buy lake homes 
and more and bigger boats, that 60-year time frame could shrink.

The number of Corps-permitted boat slips at Table Rock Lake has steadily increased. According 
to Corps data, there were 12,165 slips in 2009. Today there are 13,241 private boat slips on the 
lake.

Corps spokeswoman Laurie Driver said one aspect of the proposed plan either has been 
overlooked or hasn't drawn any controversy. The current shoreline management plan requires 
private docks to have no fewer than 12 slips and no more than 20.

"The new proposal changes that range to one slip up to a maximum of 20," Driver said.  "That 
allows property owners in a small cove to put a dock in with as little as one slip."



Another major concern among private dock owners is the Corps' proposal to require solar power 
or other alternative energy sources to power docks, instead of a standard electric power line.

Wolfe, the Tri-Lakes Board of Realtors president, said "that is a big deal" for private dock 
owners.

"If this takes place, the amount of money that private boat dock owners on the lake would spend 
is $10 million to upgrade to solar," she said. "For new docks to have solar, we're fine with that. 
But requiring existing docks to go solar is too much of a burden."

Coburn, the Corps project manager, said dock owners would have 10 years to comply under the 
proposed shoreline management plan. The Corps has required solar power or alternative power 
connections on new docks since 2013.

Coburn acknowledged the Corps received a lot of feedback about the solar power 
requirement. The Corps is exploring additional alternatives.

"We heard about the concerns of removing existing power lines to docks, and recognize that a 
one-size-fits-all approach is probably not the best solution, so we are asking you for detailed 
feedback to help us determine what right could look like," Coburn said. "Maybe replacement of 
the electrical line with solar could be when an electric line needs to be replaced or doesn't pass 
inspection."

Boat owners who keep vessels in slips on the water have worried about wake damage from 
passing boats for years. Many private docks have floating "No Wake" buoys set in the water in 
hopes of slowing down passing boats.

The proposed shoreline management plan would eliminate those floating buoys and instead have 
dock owners attach "No Wake" signs on their docks. Some dock owners don't think those signs 
will do enough to slow down passing boats and could result in property damage from their 
wakes.

Coburn said "No Wake" buoys that aren't properly maintained can float away and become a 
maintenance issue for the Corps to deal with. She notes that Missouri already has a law on the 
books that requires boaters to slow down if they pass close to a dock or face a fine.

The Corps doesn't issue "No Wake" buoy permits. That's the role of the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol's Water Patrol division. Based on the public's response so far, Coburn said she would like 
to talk to Highway Patrol officials about the "No Wake" buoy issue.

Tri-Lakes Board of Realtors also voiced concerns about more restrictive changes to the way 
landowners living next to the lake can trim brush and trees.

Among other concerns the board also objects to a proposal limiting requests to modify docks to 
once every five years.



"The Corps has done a phenomenal job with the lake," notes board president Wolfe.  "We just 
don't understand why they want to require all these new restrictions. It's worked so well so far. 
Why change it?"

According to the Corps, the shoreline management plan for Table Rock Lake establishes policy 
for the protection and preservation of the desirable environmental characteristics of the shoreline, 
while maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline use.

It has been 21 years since the shoreline management plan was updated.

U.S Rep. Billy Long, who previously worked to delay the Corps' implementation of the shoreline 
management plan, said he was glad the Corps was listening to lake users.

"We have been working with constituents and the Corps to make sure all concerns are taken into 
consideration," Long said Thursday in an email. "I'm very pleased the comment period has been 
extended."

For more information about the shoreline management plan update process and on how to submit 
comments, visit the Corps website: http://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

http://http/go.usa.gov/xN6Jr
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McCaskill visits Branson: Town hall visit brings focus on national, local issues

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_story/article_c38919a2-89ca-11e7-91fb-
df5d624fd580.html

Missouri’s senior senator delivered a message of cooperation during her visit to 
Branson this week.

Addressing a crowded room of constituents at a town hall meeting at White River Valley 
Electric Cooperative, U.S. Sen. Clair McCaskill said a bipartisan effort is needed to 
move forward in the U.S. Congress.

Telling the story of how she passed the Arla Harrell Act, which provides aid to veterans 
intentionally exposed to mustard gas during World War II, McCaskill said it took 
senators from both the Democrat and Republican parties to send the bill to the 
president’s desk.

“That’s how it’s supposed to work,” McCaskill, who is a Democrat, said. “We’re 
supposed to talk to each other and find common ground and do things that matter.”

McCaskill’s visit comes amid a series of town hall stops across Missouri while Congress 
is on August break. The senator made three stops in southwest Missouri, hosting town 
halls in Ozark and Monett, in addition to her Branson visit.

Fielding questions on a variety of topics at the national level, many questions centered 
around healthcare. When asked about her thoughts on universal healthcare, McCaskill 
cited rising debt as the reason she doesn’t support a single-payer system.

“I don’t think we can afford single-payer for everybody, Medicare for all right now,” 
McCaskill said. “Our debt in this country is going to swallow us whole if we don’t pay 
attention to it.”

When asked about the Affordable Care Act, McCaskill said she was hopeful both parties 
would be able to come together to find solutions after Republican-led efforts to repeal 
the bill failed.

“We have an opportunity on a bipartisan basis to fix some things about the health 
insurance program we have in this country,” she said. “Hopefully get beyond calling it 

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_story/article_c38919a2-89ca-11e7-91fb-df5d624fd580.html
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_story/article_c38919a2-89ca-11e7-91fb-df5d624fd580.html


Obamacare or Trumpcare, and have it be about you guys and not about winning 
elections.”

When asked what her supporters can do to help move “a more progressive agenda” 
with a Republican-controlled legislature, McCaskill said the most important things were 
voting in elections and reaching across the isle.

“We’ve all kind of retreated to our own bubbles after the election,” she said. “Even in my 
own family, ‘I’m unliking them on Facebook’ or ‘I’m unfollowing them because they 
voted for Trump,’ and vice-versa. I don’t think that helps; there’s a lot of stuff we agree 
on. We both want good schools, we want good roads and bridges, we want affordable 
healthcare. We might disagree on the best way to get there, but if you start with people 
who disagree with you on their selection for president and don’t make them feel bad 
about their choice ... don’t dwell on the stuff we disagree with and talk about the things 
we do agree on. Slowly and surely if you do that, we’re gonna move people back to the 
middle. I want a crowd in the middle, our country does its best work in the middle.”

McCaskill was also asked to weigh in on local issues, including proposed changes to 
the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan. After claiming she had not heard of 
any issues surrounding the plan, McCaskill promised to look into the matter later before 
surveying the room to see if it was perceived as a widespread issue.

The question was met with applause and raised hands.

“I’m going to need to dig into this and find out if they’re going too far,” McCaskill said 
during a press conference following the town hall. “The federal government sometimes 
goes too far. I know they mean well, they want to preserve an important, beautiful lake 
and its shoreline, but there’s also a competing interest of people’s property rights and 
their rights to enjoy that property. The reason they bought property on the lake was to 
use the lake.

“I think it’s important we make sure common sense is in the house when these 
decisions get made. “I’m glad I came and learned about it, now I can go back to 
Washington, dig into it and figure out if I can’t get to the bottom of it and find some relief 
for the property owners.”

McCaskill also weighed in on recent efforts in Missouri to monitor prescription drugs and 
opioids.

In July, Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens directed the Missouri Department of Health and 
Senior Services to begin work creating a prescription drug monitoring program. 
McCaskill said Greitens’ program falls short by not allowing pharmacists or doctors to 
access the data.

“So until they take that step it’s not really a prescription drug monitoring program,” she 
said.



McCaskill praised the efforts of communities at the county level coming together to 
create local programs. The Substance Abuse Initiative is looking to increase awareness 
of substance abuse in Taney and Stone counties.
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Shoreline plan: Corps extends comment period

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_00f8aa64-89cb-11e7-b2cc-
b7a00abdb6dc.html

Citizens may continue to address concerns about the Table Rock Lake Shoreline 
Management Plan with an extended comment period.

Laurie Driver, a public information officer for the Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock 
District, said the Corps will now accept comments through Sept. 15.

“We still have a lot of interest from folks, and we want to get as much input as we 
possibly can,” Driver said.

Many comments have consisted of the public telling the Corps what they do not like 
about the plan, Driver said, and that is another reason the comment period is extended.

“Don’t just tell us you don’t like it,” she said. “Tell us how we can improve it.”

Driver said the Corps is waiting for the extended comment period to end before it begins 
the revision process of the shoreline management plan draft.

The Corps is looking for comments from everyone, Driver said.

“We want to hear from all aspects of people, not just folks who aren’t happy with what 
we are proposing,” she said.

Comments can be filled out online at go.usa.gov/xN92J, or emailed to CESWL-
tablerockshorelinemanagementplanupdate@usace.army.mil, according to a Corps 
press release. Comments may also be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Little 
Rock District, Programs and Project Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock SMP, 
P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203-0867.

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_00f8aa64-89cb-11e7-b2cc-b7a00abdb6dc.html
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_00f8aa64-89cb-11e7-b2cc-b7a00abdb6dc.html


Aug 25- Shoreline plan focus of August luncheon 
Branson, MO (Branson Tri Lake News)
Shoreline plan focus of August luncheon

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_story/article_e2554f28-89c9-11e7-aab0-
0fbc26928478.html

Guests at the August luncheon for the Hollister Area Chamber of Commerce will receive 
an update on the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan.

Dana Coburn, project manager with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will be the 
presenting speaker at the luncheon, giving a speech titled “How the Table Rock Lake 
Shoreline Management Program Plan Impacts You.” The luncheon is at The Keeter 
Center at College of the Ozarks and will run from 11:30 a.m. through 1 p.m.

Previously, the Corps held a series of workshops allowing residents to voice their 
concerns with the plan. Laurie Driver, a public information officer for the Army Corps of 
Engineers Little Rock District, told the Branson Tri-Lakes News earlier in August the 
Corps will re-examine residents’ issues with the plan in hopes of finding a middle 
ground.

“We will relook at those issues and see if we can find a middle ground,” Driver said. 
“Those concerns specifically jumped out at us when reviewing the comments we have 
so far. Other concerns that people have will have to be reviewed as well.”

The deadline for public comment on the plan has also been extended, with a new end 
date of Friday, Sept. 15. Comments can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Little Rock District, Programs and Project Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock 
SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR., 72203-0867, or comments can be emailed to 
CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagmentPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.

An online comment card, draft documents and more information are available at 
go.usa.gov/xN92J.

Luncheon seats are limited, to learn more and register, visit 
hollisterchamber.net/august-2017-luncheon, or call 417-334-3050.

The Branson Tri-Lakes News is the presenting sponsor of the luncheon with Ozarks 
Water Watch sponsoring the dessert.



Corps Announces Workshops
for Table Rock Lake's Shoreline

Management Plan Revision
BRANSON, Mo. — The Army

Corps of Engineers, Little Rock
District will hold three workshops
July 31 through Aug. 2 in Branson,
Shell Knob and Reeds Spring, Mo. to
discuss and seek input on the draft
Table Rock Lake Shoreline Manage
ment Plan. All interested persons are
invited.
The dropin workshops will be

held from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Monday, July 31 at the Chateau on
the Lake in Branson, Mo., Tuesday,
Aug. 1 at the Shell Knob Central
Community United Methodist
Church in Shell Knob, Mo., and

Wednesday, Aug. 2 at the Reeds
Spring High School in Reeds Spring,
Mo.
A draft Environmental Assess

ment, which evaluates the potential
impacts of each SMP alternatives,
will also be available for review. The
draft documents are available online
at: https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.
During the public workshops,

representatives from the Corps will
present an overview of the draft plan,
answer questions and gather
comments from the public.

The shoreline management plan

for Table Rock Lake establishes
policy for the protection and preser
vation of the desirable environmental
characteristics of the shoreline while
maintaining a balance between
public and private shoreline use. The
last SMP update was completed in
1996.
For more information about the

shoreline management plan update
process visit the following web
site: https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

Comments can be mailed to U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock
District, Programs and Project
Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, P.O Box 867, Little
Rock, AR 722030867 or emailed to
CESWL
TableRockShorelineManagementPla
nUpdate@usace.army.mil. An on
line fillable comment card is
available at https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.

Comments may also be provided
during the public review and
comment period which ends Aug.
30.
To review the 2014 Table Rock

Master Plan and Environmental
Assessment that describes several
alternatives and potential impacts,
visit: https://go.usa.gov/xN6Jr.
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Comments sought on final
draft of Table Rock SMP

(Editor's note: Last
week's edition of the
Stone County Gazette
included a story about a
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers announce
ment regarding public
meetings scheduled to
garner input from locals
on the Corps proposal to
update the Table Rock
Lake shoreline manage
ment plan (SMP).

The item below was
written by David
Casaletto, executive
director of Ozarks Water
Watch. Casaletto writes a
column that is routinely
included in the OWW

newsletter, which means
it includes not only facts
but in some cases offers
Casaletto's opinion on a
host of waterrelated
issues.

The item below does

in pairt offer Casaletto's
opinion, but it also
includes news previous
ly not widely distrib
uted, including a Corps
plan connected with the
SMP update that would
require that private
docks on the lake be con

verted from electricity to
solar power within the
next 10 years.)

By David Casaletto
The U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers has released
what is probably the final
version of the Table Rock
Lake Shoreline
Management Plan (SMP),
unless comments from

the public convince the
Corps to make additional
changes.

I served for the last

few years on the Corps
focus group that helped
the Corps get a sense of
what changes the local
community would like to
see made in the SMP. I

served not only in my
capacity as a water quali
ty organization director,
but also as an adjacent
landowner with the
Corps and as owner of
one boat slip in two dif
ferent boat docks.

The plan covers many
different topics related to
Table Rock Lake and it is
critical that anyone
affected by the plan read
it and comment to the

Corps if they feel changes
are needed. Topics
include boat docks and

slips, vegetation permits,
special use permits such
as ski courses and golf
cart use and other shore
line activities.

I will admit that in my
capacity as a boat slip
owner, I am very frustrat

ed by a provision in the
plan that was not in pre
vious plan drafts and was
never discussed with the
focus group. The Coips is
now proposing to require
all private boat docks to
convert from regular
electricity to alternative
energy such as solar
power in 10 years.

The Corps already
requires solar on all new
docks, but the plan now
requires all existing
docks to convert. This

conversion will cost slip
owners millions of dol

lars and I can see no good
reason for this  dock

electricity already has to
be inspected every time
the permit is renewed to
ensure safety.

Plus solar will require
the replacement of bat
teries and panels as they
wear out which will make

for ongoing expense. I
personally will print out
the comment form and

make my opinion known
to the Corps. I will also
let my elected officials
from Washington know
my feelings.

The plan also details
under what circum
slances vegetation and"'

See SMP, Page 6
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•SNIP Continued from Page 1
grass can be removed from the shoreline. All vegeta
tion modification requires a permit and there are dis
tances from your home and size of trees and brush
that can legally be removed
detailed in the plan.
The current require

ments are nol always fol
lowed today, but the Corps
may step up enforcement in
the future, so everyone
needs to be aware of the
plan's rules.

It is very important that
this plan is the best it can
be as the last revision was

completed 21 years ago so
it is likely we will be living
with this document for a

long time.
For additional information, you can go to the

Corps SMP website and print out a comment form. As
users of and landowners near our beautiful lake, it is
our responsibility to make our opinions known.

The deadline to file a comment on the Corps Table
Rock Lake SMP is Wednesday, Aug, 30. To find the
Corps comment form go online to: swl.usace.army.mil.

David Casaletto
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Corps extends comment period
By Ann Marie Temple

staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Citizens may continue to address concerns

about the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Manage
ment Plan with an extended comment period.
Laurie Driver, a public

information officer for the
Army Corps of Engineers Lit
tle Rock District, said the Corps will now accept
comments through Sept. 15.
"We still have a lot of interest from folks, and

we want to get as much input as we possibly
can," Driver said.
Many comments have consisted of the public

telling the Corps what they
do not like about the plan,
Driver said, and that is an

other reason the comment period is extended.
"Don't just tell us you don't like it," she said.

"Tell us how we can improve it."

Driver said the Corps is waiting for the extend
ed comment period to end before it begins the
revision process of the shoreline management
plan draft.
The Corps is looking for comments from ev

eryone, Driver said.
"We want to hear from all aspects of people,

not just folks who aren't happy with what we are
proposing," she said.
Comments can be filled out online at go.usa.

gov/xN92J, or emailed to CESWLtablerock
shorelinemanagementplanupdate@usace.army.
mil, according to a Corps press release. Com
ments may also be mailed to U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers Little Rock District, Programs and
Project Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203
0867.
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Shoreline plan focus of August luncheon
By John Robinson

jrobinson@bransontrilakesnews.com
Guests at the August luncheon for the

Hollister Area Chamber of Commerce will
receive an update on the Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Plan.
Dana Coburn, project manager with the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will be the
presenting speaker at the luncheon, giving
a speech titled "How the Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Program Plan Im
pacts You." The luncheon is at The Keeter
Center at College of the Ozarks and will run
from 11:30 a.m. through 1 p.m.
Previously, the Corps held a series of

workshops allowing residents to voice
their concerns with the plan. Laurie Driv
er, a public information officer for the Army
Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, told
the Branson TriLakes News earlier in Au
gust the Corps will reexamine residents'
issues with the plan in hopes of finding a
middle ground.
"We will relook at those issues and see if

we can find a middle ground," Driver said.
"Those concerns specifically jumped out at
us when reviewing the comments we have
so far. Other concerns that people have will
have to be reviewed as well."
The deadline for public comment on the

plan has also been extended, with a new
end date of Friday, Sept. 15. Comments
can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers Little Rock District, Programs and
Project Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR.,
722030867, or comments can be emailed
to CESWLTableRockShorelineManagment
PlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.
An online comment card, draft documents

and more information are available at go.u
sa.gov/xN92J.
Luncheon seats are limited, to learn more

and register, visit hollisterchamber.net/au
gust2017luncheon, or call 4173343050.
The Branson TriLakes News is the pre

senting sponsor of the luncheon with Ozarks
Water Watch sponsoring the dessert.
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Shoreline plan focus of August luncheon
By John Robinson

jrobinson@bransontrilakesnews.com
Guests at the August luncheon for the

Hollister Area Chamber of Commerce will
receive an update on the Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Plan.
Dana Coburn, project manager with the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will be the
presenting speaker at the luncheon, giving
a speech titled "How the Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Program Plan Im
pacts You." The luncheon is at The Keeter
Center at College of the Ozarks and will run
from 11:30 a.m. through 1 p.m.
Previously, the Corps held a series of

workshops allowing residents to voice
their concerns with the plan. Laurie Driv
er, a public information officer for the Army
Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, told
the Branson TriLakes News earlier in Au
gust the Corps will reexamine residents'
issues with the plan in hopes of finding a
middle ground.
"We will relook at those issues and see if

we can find a middle ground," Driver said.
"Those concerns specifically jumped out at
us when reviewing the comments we have
so far. Other concerns that people have will
have to be reviewed as well."
The deadline for public comment on the

plan has also been extended, with a new
end date of Friday, Sept. 15. Comments
can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers Little Rock District, Programs and
Project Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR.,
722030867, or comments can be emailed
to CESWLTableRockShorelineManagment
PlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.
An online comment card, draft documents

and more information are available at go.u
sa.gov/xN92J.
Luncheon seats are limited, to learn more

and register, visit hollisterchamber.net/au
gust2017luncheon, or call 4173343050.
The Branson TriLakes News is the pre

senting sponsor of the luncheon with Ozarks
Water Watch sponsoring the dessert.
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Sept. 01 –  Corps holds panel at luncheon in Hollister 
Branson, MO (Branson Tri Lake News)
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_9b2a6322-8f46-11e7-9bef-
6f9b282794c7.html

Corps holds panel at luncheon in Hollister

Members of the Table Rock Lake community were able to express concerns and ask 
questions about a Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan Draft at a luncheon 
Thursday.

A panel of Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District officials answered questions on 
at the Hollister Area Chamber of Commerce luncheon and gave a brief explanation of 
common concerns, such as the number of slips allowed on community docks, affected 
vegetation permits, parking spaces for community docks and the potential for the Corps 
to stop access to the lake.

The community docks, according to the shoreline management plan draft, will hold 1-20 
slips instead of 12-20. The Corps proposed changing this number because many 
people who own slips do not need 12 in their community area, Rodney Raley, a ranger 
for the Corps, said. Some coves and other areas of the lake also cannot hold 12 or 
more slips.

Becky Short, Table Rock Lake operations project manager, said the plan affects only 
two types of vegetation permits. These permits are either in environmentally sensitive 
areas, which there are few of, or permits that are currently crossing a man-made area, 
like roads, or a ravine. Short said a majority of permits are not affected by the plan.

The Corps is requiring one parking spot for every three slips on a community dock to 
allow access to owners of those slips that otherwise would not have access, Raley said.

As for limiting the number of boats on the lake, Short said “it’s not our plan to stop 
access to the lake in the future.”

Short said the Corps would not have rangers standing at every access point to stop 
boaters and lake users from entering, but limiting the number of docks and parking 
spaces at access points allows some control of the number of people on the lake.

Some other concerns addressed after the luncheon were the use of golf carts, mowing 
around or near docks and solar power.



Residents can use golf carts to access their dock if they receive a letter of permission, 
Raley said, which they can apply for at the Army Corps of Engineers office in Branson, 
located at the south end of Table Rock Dam.

As for mowing, Coburn said residents are allowed a six-foot wide walking path down to 
their docks if they have a house 200 feet from the dock. If docks are more than 200 feet 
from a resident’s home, and the dock has anchor points, Coburn said “they can mow a 
strip around anchor outlets to keep that area clear.”

Regarding solar power, it has been required for new docks since March 2013, Lori 
Driver, a public information officer for the Corps, said in a phone interview.

“At this time, we have 172 docks on the lake with solar,” Driver said. She also said she 
was informed “that number is going up weekly.”

The team revising the draft, after looking at the comments already submitted, noticed 
not all docks can run on solar power. When the comment period closes and the revision 
process begins, Driver said the team will look at the plan to see if there is a middle 
ground.

Coburn told the Branson Tri-Lakes News the Shoreline Management Plan Draft was 
sent throughout the Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, and nationally, to 
ensure the Corps is including what it needs or should include.

She said, “We need a new set of eyes to say, ‘did we miss anything? Are we completely 
off?’”

So far, the Corps has received over 1,700 comments for the Shoreline Management 
Plan Draft, Coburn said. She suggests people not only comment whether they like the 
changes, but why or why not they like them and what the Corps can do to better revise 
the draft.

Comments can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, 
Programs and Project Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, 
Little Rock, AR., 72203-0867, a press release from the Corps stated, or comments can 
be emailed to CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagmentPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.

An online comment card, draft documents and more information are available at 
go.usa.gov/xN92J.



Corps holds panel at luncheon in Hollister
By Ann Marie Temple

staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Members of the Table Rock

Lake community were able
to express concerns and ask
questions about a Table Rock
Lake Shoreline Management
Plan Draft at
a luncheon
Thursday.
A panel of Army Corps of

Engineers Little Rock District
officials answered questions
on at the Hollister Area Cham
ber of Commerce luncheon
and gave a brief explanation
of common concerns, such as
the number of slips allowed
on community docks, affect
ed vegetation permits, parking
spaces for community docks
and the potential for the Corps
to stop access to the lake.
The community docks, ac

cording to the shoreline man
agement plan draft, will hold
120 slips instead of 1220.
The Corps proposed changing
this number because many
people who own slips do not
need 12 in their community
area, Rodney Raley, a rang
er for the Corps, said. Some
coves and other areas of the
lake also cannot hold 12 or
more slips.
Becky Short, Table Rock

Lake operations project man
ager, said the plan affects only
two types of vegetation per

mits. These permits are either
in environmentally sensitive
areas, which there are few of,
or permits that are currently
crossing a manmade area,
like roads, or a ravine. Short
said a majority of permits are
not affected by the plan.
The Corps is requiring one

parking spot for every three
slips on a community dock
to allow access to owners
of those slips that otherwise
would not have access, Raley
said.
As for limiting the number

of boats on the lake, Short said
"it's not our plan to stop ac
cess to the lake in the future."
Short said the Corps would

not have rangers standing at
every access point to stop
boaters and lake users from
entering, but limiting the
number of docks and parking
spaces at access points allows
some control of the number of
people on the lake.
Some other concerns ad

dressed after the luncheon
were the use of golf carts,
mowing around or near docks
and solar power.
Residents can use golf carts

to access their dock if they re
ceive a letter of permission,
Raley said, which they can
apply for at the Army Corps of

Engineers of
fice in Bran
son, located

at the south end of Table Rock
Dam.
As for mowing, Coburn said

residents are allowed a six
foot wide walking path down
to their docks if they have a
house 200 feet from the dock.
If docks are more than 200 feet
from a resident's home, and
the dock has anchor points,
Coburn said "they can mow a
strip around anchor outlets to
keep that area clear."
Regarding solar power, it

has been required for new
docks since March 2013, Lori
Driver, a public information
officer for the Corps, said in a
phone interview.
"At this time, we have 172

docks on the lake with solar,"
Driver said. She also said she
was informed "that number is
going up weekly."
The team revising the draft,

after looking at the comments
already submitted, noticed
not all docks can run on solar
power. When the comment
period closes and the revi
sion process begins, Driver
said the team will look at the
plan to see if there is a middle
ground.
Coburn told the Branson

TriLakes News the Shoreline
Management Plan Draft was
sent throughout the Army
Corps of Engineers Little Rock
District, and nationally, to
ensure the Corps is including
what it needs or should in
clude.
She said, "We need a new

set of eyes to say, 'did we miss
anything? Are we completely
off?'"
So far, the Corps has re

ceived over 1,700 comments
for the Shoreline Management
Plan Draft, Coburn said. She
suggests people not only com
ment whether they like the
changes, but why or why not
they like them and what the
Corps can do to better revise
the draft.
Comments can be mailed to

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Little Rock District, Programs
and Project Management Di
vision, ATTN: Table Rock SMP,
P.O. Box 867, Little Rock,
AR., 722030867, a press re
lease from the Corps stated,
or comments can be emailed
to CESWLTableRockShore
lineManagmentPlanUpdate@
usace.army.mil.
An online comment card,

draft documents and more
information are available at
go.usa.gov/xN92J.
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Sept. 11- Public still has time to comment on Table 
Rock Lake shoreline plan Springfield, Mo (KY3)

Public still has time to comment on Table Rock Lake shoreline plan

http://www.ky3.com/content/news/Public-still-has-time-to-comment-on-Table-Rock-
Lake-shoreline-plan-443821003.html

TABLE ROCK LAKE, Mo. Folks who enjoy time on Table Rock Lake are running out of 
time to let their voices be heard on how the lake is managed for years to come.

The proposed Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management plan has a lot of people talking 
in the lake area, so much so that the Corps of Engineers has actually extended the 
public comment period.

Many people living on Table Rock Lake, like Bob Gipson, have concerns with how the 
Corps of Engineers wants to manage the shoreline. "The whole plan, in my opinion, 
needs to be revamped. There's not enough input by the public," says Gipson.

The Corps extended the public comment period deadline from the end of August to 
September 15th to allow for more input from the public.

Deana Wolfe, Tri-Lakes Board of Realtors president, says "We've come forward in 
saying, these are the things we'd like for you all to look at, and then let the public come 
up with their own opinions and their own comments."

The Tri-Lakes Board of Realtors is spreading the word via a radio ad and a website, 
savetablerock.com. Wolfe says, "We believe that protecting private property ownership 
rights and our public is our job."

They object to a proposed carrying capacity, limiting the number of boats and slips on 
the lake, and fear people could be turned away here, like in other parts of the country.

"We've had reports that a family would drive in and have their family all ready for a 
beautiful day at the lake and be in a line, where as boaters came off, boaters were able 
to enter," says Wolfe.



Many are also concerned about the proposal that all docks run on renewable energy in 
ten years. Gipson says, "If the Corps of Engineers takes the money that's in the bank 
and wants to help people fix their docks, so be it. But as a homeowner, everything's fine 
right here. Everything's safe; I ensure that it's safe."

There are also proposed changes to vegetation rules, that would further restrict what 
brush can be removed. "If there's an emergency, I need a route for the emergency 
trucks to get down here," Gipson says.

"If the public does not voice concerns, then of course everybody thinks everything's 
great," says Wolfe.

If you'd still like to let the Corps of Engineers know your thoughts on the shoreline 
management plan, visit the link attached to this story to view the plan and find the 
comment form.

The Corps of Engineers says, "Once the comment period ends, the comments will all be 
consolidated into a report, with the help of a contractor, which the Corps’ team will 
review the report and see if middle ground can be found on any controversial area of 
the proposed plan."

The Corps is seeking comments and ideas on how to improve the draft shoreline 
management plan, but also asking for comments on what you like about proposed plan/



Corps seeks public input
By Dave Abner
Managing Editor

Representatives from
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers say they take
public input seriously as
they prepare the pending
update to the Table Rock
Lake Shoreline
Management Plan (SMP)
update.

Corps officials were
on hand at the Reeds
Spring High School auxil
iary gymnasium last
Wednesday for a public
meeting to consider the
SMP update.

Dana Coburn, Corps
project manager for the
update, said the unveiling
of the draft version dur
ing three recent area
meetings, including the
RSHS gathering, repre
sents a Corps attempt to
include input from locals.
Coburn said, "We

wanted to hear from the

people. We had to start
somewhere."
Based on remarks

offered by some of the
dozens of locals who
turned out last week at
RSHS, Corps representa
tives are getting plenty of
the feedback they say
they want.

Two of the most con
tentious proposals to
date in the draft version,
according to Coburn:

• There's a proposal in
place to require dock
owners to convert from
electrical power to alter
native power, such as
solar energy, by 2027.
Randy Hathaway,

Corps deputy district
engineer, said the 2027
deadline will most likely
be delayed. He said 2027
represents a 10year peri

od from the present and
suggested that the dead
line will likely get pushed
to 10 years past the point
when the update takes
effect.

• Another proposal
causing heartburn for
some locals, according to
Coburn  nowake buoys
for private docks will be
prohibited. Existing no
wake buoys for private
docks must be removed
by the end of 2020 under
the terms of the draft ver
sion.

Coburn said, "We're
having a lot of problems
with these buoys. They're
not maintained."
Local resident

Michael Heine from the
Point 10 area said, "My
kids and graridkids swim.
I don't want to see" the

buoys prohibited.
Other issues of possi

ble interest from the draft
version:

• The shoreline man
agement plan will be
reviewed at least once
every five years.

• No new permits will
be issued for standalone
swim docks or mooring
buoys.

• The maximum slip
ownership on Table Rock
is two slips per house
hold. Ownership of more
than two slips can be
cause for termination of
the permit and removal of
the dock.

• Private dock owners
may not remove vegeta
tion or trees without
approval or install buoys
to restrict speed of pass
ing boats.

See CORPS, Page 2

•Corps Continued from Page 1

• Only one request per dock, for any modification,
will be considered in the fiveyear permit period.

• A recorded dedicated easement for access and
parking on private property for slip owners must be
provided when placing a new community dock, adding
a slip to a dock or relocating and existing community
dock.

• Vegetation modification for dock permits: A max
imum sixfootwide foot path can be maintained for
access to the dock.

• Approved vegetation modification requests wit h
in a shoreline allocation, which normally would not
allow vegetation modification should be grandfa
thered; however, these grandfathered permits will not
be transferrable to a new landowner.

• Trimming, limbing or topping of trees and chem
ical manipulation of vegetation is prohibited, unless
specifically provided for in this SMP.

• Trees which have fallen to the ground outside a
vegetation modification permitted area must be left,

unless it is impeding a permitted or outgranted path or
road.

• New ski course permits will not be issued on
Table Rock.

• Carrying capacity: Studies suggest that the maxi
mum boat density for safe boat oper ation is 10 usable
surface acres of water per vessel.

• Jim Friedman of Kimberling City questioned
some of the Corps language. He said, "They're talking
about giving everybody new permits for new docks. It
will be just like Lake of the Ozarks."

Corps officials will enter iain public comments
about the proposed SMP updat e until Aug. 30.

Comments can be mailed io: U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Little Rock District. Programs and Project
Management Division, ATTN: Table Rock SMP, Box
867, Little Rock, Ark. Send ( mailed comments to:
C E S W L
TableRockShor6lineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.
army.mil.
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Sept 22, Senator wants Corps to suspend Lakeshore plan
, Branson, Mo, Branson Tri-Lake News

Senator wants Corps to suspend 
Lakeshore plan

  http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news/article_6c0659fc-9fcc-11e7-a043-bb205a742e0e.html#user-
comment-area

U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt sent a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers asking for a 
suspension of the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) draft revision. 
Blunt sent the letter on Monday, Sept. 18, according to a press release on Blunt’s 
website, which was three days after the public comment period for the management 
plan closed. 

In the press release, Blunt said, “It’s outrageous that the Corps would move forward 
with the current plan without sufficient input from the Missouri families and businesses 
who live, work, and vacation at Table Rock Lake.

“The plan imposes, with little justification, excessive restrictions on the use of the lake. 
These restrictions will have a long-term, negative impact on the community and the lake 
economy. I urge the Corps to immediately suspend the SMP revision process and work 
with the community to develop a new plan that protects families and businesses at 
Table Rock Lake.”

Blunt and U.S. Rep. Billy Long required the Corps to extend the comment period and 
time frame for the management plan draft revision in the Water and Resource 
Development Act, according to the press release.

Laurie Driver, a public relations officer for the Corps Little Rock District, sent a 
statement from the Corps via email: 

“The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is and has been open and transparent with the 
public while updating the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) for Table Rock Lake. The 
Corps is doing everything we can to listen to and gather public opinion to include the 
recent public workshops and extended comment period on the initial draft SMP. 

“We continue to review the hundreds of public comments received thus far. The Corps 
is in the process of setting up the advisory committee as described in the WIIN Act of 
2016 and will not complete the SMP without coordination with the advisory committee. 
All public comments and the advisory committee’s recommendations will be considered 
in the final SMP.”

http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news/article_6c0659fc-9fcc-11e7-a043-bb205a742e0e.html
http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news/article_6c0659fc-9fcc-11e7-a043-bb205a742e0e.html


Driver also said in a phone interview the Corps has received more than 3,000 
comments, and it typically takes between three to six months to analyze the comments. 
The advisory team, once it has been established, will begin analyzing the comments 
soon, Driver said. The comments will be sorted and organized, and then uploaded 
online to the Corps’ website for the public to look at as well. 

The comments and revision process are concerning the management plan draft, Driver 
said. 

“It is not a finalized plan,” Driver said.

To read the letter Blunt sent to the Corps, 
visit www.blunt.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/209701a9-b8b1-4225-8419-
882b03182c3b/9-18-17-table-rock-lake-smp.pdf.

http://www.blunt.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/209701a9-b8b1-4225-8419-882b03182c3b/9-18-17-table-rock-lake-smp.pdf
http://www.blunt.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/209701a9-b8b1-4225-8419-882b03182c3b/9-18-17-table-rock-lake-smp.pdf


SHORELINE PLAN

Corps extends comment period
By Ann Marie Temple

staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
Citizens may continue to address concerns

about the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Manage
ment Plan with an extended comment period.
Laurie Driver, a public

information officer for the
Army Corps of Engineers Lit
tie Rock District, said the Corps will now accept
comments through Sept. 15.

We still have a lot of interest from folks, and
we want to get as much input as we possibly
can/' Driver said.
Many comments have consisted of the public

telling the Corps what they
do not like about the plan,
Driver said, and that is an

other reason the comment period is extended,
"Don't just tell us you don't like it," she said.

"Tell us how we can improve it."

Driver said the Corps is waiting for the extend
ed comment period to end before it begins the
revision process of the shoreline management
plan draft.
The Corps is looking for comments from ev

eryone, Driver said.
"We want to hear from all aspects of people,

not just folks who aren't happy with what we are
proposing," she said.
Comments can be filled out online at go.usa.

gov/xN92J, or emailed to CESWLtablerock
shorelinemanagementplanupdate@usace.army.
mil, according to a Corps press release. Com
ments may also be mailed to U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers Little Rock District, Programs and
Project Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203
0867.
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Shoreline plan focus of August luncheon
By John Robinson

jrobi nson ©bransontri lakesnews.com
Guests at the August luncheon for the

Hollister Area Chamber of Commerce will
receive an update on the Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Plan.
Dana Coburn, project manager with the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will be the
presenting speaker at the luncheon, giving
a speech titled "How the Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Program Plan Im
pacts You." The luncheon is at The Keeter
Center at College of the Ozarks and will run
from 11:30 a.m. through 1 p.m.
Previously, the Corps held a series of

workshops allowing residents to voice
their concerns with the plan. Laurie Driv
er, a public information officer for the Army
Corps of Engineers Little Rock District, told
the Branson TriLakes News earlier in Au
gust the Corps will reexamine residents'
issues with the plan in hopes of finding a
middle ground.
"We will relook at those issues and see if

we can find a middle ground," Driver said.
"Those concerns specifically jumped out at

us when reviewing the comments we have
so far. Other concerns that people have will
have to be reviewed as well."
The deadline for public comment on the

plan has also been extended, with a new
end date of Friday, Sept. 15. Comments
can be mailed to U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers Little Rock District, Programs and
Project Management Division, ATTN: Table
Rock SMP, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR.,

722030867, or comments can be emailed
to CESWLTableRockShorelineManagment
PlanUpdate@usace.army.mil.
An online comment card, draft documents

and more information are available at go.u
sa.gov/xN92J.
Luncheon seats are limited, to learn more

and register, visit hollisterchamber.net/au
gust2017luncheon, or call 4173343050.
The Branson TriLakes News is the pre

senting sponsor of the luncheon with Ozarks
Water Watch sponsoring the dessert. •:s>
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Corps Extends Public
Comment Period for
Table Rock Shoreline

Management Plan Update
BRANSON, Mo.  The Army

Corps of Engineers is extending
the public comment period until
Sept. 15 for Draft Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Plan, Draft
Environmental Assessment, Draft
Finding of No Significant Impact,
and 2014 Table Rock Lake Master
Plan.

"Our goal is to hear from people
about ideas that help sustain the
future of the lake for many years to
come," said Dana Coburn, project
manager for the Table Rock Lake
SMP update.

The shoreline management plan
for Table Rock Lake establishes
policy for the protection and
preservation of the desirable
environmental characteristics of
the shoreline while maintaining a
balance between public and private
shoreline use.
The last SMP update was

completed in 1996.
"We recently held open houses to

allow for feedback from the public
on how we can improve the draft
SMP and associated documents,"
said Coburn. "More than 700
attended these events and some
people still have questions about
what we are proposing in the draft
SMP update. By extending the
comment period we hope everyone
will have a chance to read the draft
and provide suggestions on how to
improve the final product. With that
goal we have extended the public
comment period deadline until Sept.
15."
For more information about the

shoreline management plan update
process and to information on
how to submit comments visit the
following website: http://go.usa.
gov/xN6Jr.
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McCaskill responds to
questions, talks healthcare
By Jann Clark
Staff Writer

More than 150 people
attended U.S. Sen. Claire
McCasktfTs town hall meet
ing at White River Valley
Electric Cooperative Bldg.
Tuesday where the senator
took questions on topics
ranging from veterans
affairs to healthcare to
issues on Table Rock Lake 
and Black Lives Matter.

McCaskill came out to a
loud round of applause and
a standingroom only
crowd. She talked about
some of her latest legisla
tive accomplishments on
prescription drugs, sex traf
ficking and one of the sena
tor's passions  the health
and welfare of America's
veterans.

Before each town hall,
people Fdl out question
naires which are placed in a
basket and the person who
holds up their hand and
says they won't ever vote
for her gets to hold the bas
ket find ask the last ques
tion.

She said sometimes the
town halls go well but
sometimes she gets
'chewed up' or criticized for
what they think she's doing
wrong. McCaskill said the
town hall in Branson was
the 34th town hall she's con
ducted tills year.

McCaskill said the town

hall events 'ground her' and
while she's there she tries to
answer as many questions
as possible. The senator
said work is being accom
plished in a bipartisan way
in Washington D.C. even

though 'it. feels like every
one has lost their minds.'

"We are reaching across
the isles to get things done,"
she said. "Many of us are
putting our heads down and
doing real work."

McCaskill said they're
working on a bipartisan bill
which would 'blow out' the
regulations on hearing aids
in order to make them more
accessible and affordable.
She said within a year peo
ple should be able to get a
pair of hearing aids over
thecounter for about $350
versus $6,000.

The senator said she's
not in favor of 'singlepayer'
healthcare because it would
drive the costs of Medicare

through the roof and the
country can't afford it,
McCaskill said Medicare is
already breaking the nation
al budget.

"The debt is going to
swallow us whole,"
McCaskill said. "The No. 1
cost is Medicare. If we
expand if. it will blow up the
budget."
She said fixing the

Affordable Care Act
(Obamacare) isn't easy. She
said that's why Republicans
haven't done it even though
they've been getting elected
to office on the promise.
She said the Democrats
made mistakes too by pass
ing the act without biparti
sansliip.

McCaskill said she buys
her insurance on the
exchange and her premi
ums went from $450 per

month to $710 per month so
she knows something has to
be done. She said no one
wants the government to
tell them what to do but
having health insurance is a
responsibility.

She said people who go
to the hospital without
health insurance and then
receive a diagnosis of can
cer causes everyone else to
pay for it because they don'r
have insurance. She said on
the flip side of that it's
almost impossible to find
out what it costs to have
knee surgery.

"You can't figure out
what you're paying for," the
senator said.
The 64yearold

Democratic senator said
she's taking on 'big pharma'
mid that there will be a bar
rage of ads against her in
the next election because of
it. She said the pharmaceu
tical companies need to be
'brought to heel."

She said Medicare is
overpaying for services and
that one of her staffs moth
er had received three scoot
ers via Medicare. McCaskill
said it has to stop. She also
said it's important to get
past the 'blame game' when
it comes to healthcare.

On guns, McCaskill said
her father was a hunter and
that her mother kept cans of
'cream of mushroom' soup
in the cabinets so she would
have it onhand to cook
with all the game her father

killed. She said he said it
was rabbit.  but she wasn't

so sure it was.
McCaskill said she has a

problem with people who
are on the 'no fly zone' list
for boarding airplanes but
those same people/'terroists
can get any gun they want.
She said she wants a 'no fly
list, no buy list.'

The senator said she has
'no desire to take away peo
ple's guns.'

One of the questions
submitted asked about
President Donald Trump's
tweeting. McCaskill said
she's not in favor of moni
toring Tramp's tweets even
if she doesn't like what he
has to say or the way he
says it sometimes.

"He has the right to say
what he wants to say;" the
senator said.

The question of the
unrest in Charlottesville, Va
was raised. McCaskill said
Trump missed an opportu
nity to biing people togeth
er and now people 'are
more divided than ever.' She
said she 'yearns for a presi
dent who brings us togeth
er.'

The issue of what kids
eat for lunch in schools was
addressed and McCaskill
said the costs of adult obe
sity is causing the cost of
healthcare to sky rocket
and that the U.S. has a high
er rate of diabetes than
another other country.

She said the country's
national debt would go
down by 10 percent, if dia
betes was under control.
She said she knows that
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sometimes the kids don't
want to eat. what the
schools are serving but kids
need to understand that a
Mountain Dew and nachos
 aren't a meal.

On a progressive agen

da, McCaskill said people
should talk to people who
disagree with them. She
said it doesn't help that peo
ple are unfriending family
and friends on Facebook
because they voted for
Trump or voted for her  the

senator didn't mention 'her'
name  Hillary Clinton.

The question of nepo
tism in government was
also a topic. McCaskill said
she'd been invited to the
See McCASKILL, Page 7

•McCaskill Continued from Page 5 .

White House and had held discussions
with Jarod Kushner and Ivanka Trump,
Kushner on IT reform and with Ivanka
Trump on the issue of paid leave.

She said Kushner and his wife Ivanka
Trump don't take a salary for their work.
McCaskill said some people have a
problem with it. and some don't. She said
during John F. Kennedy's presidency, his
brother Bobby Kennedy, served as attor
ney general  so that door swings both
ways.

People in the local area are con
cerned about the U.S. Army Corps of
Kngineers draft of the
Table Rock Lake
Shoreline Management
Plan and asked McCaskill
if she thought it was okay
for the government to be
forcing people to switch
from electricity to solar
energy on their boat
docks.

McCaskill said she
wasn't aware of it. She
said she'd be surprised if
the enforcement of solar
panels on a dock would
happen because people
were voicing their oppo

sition to it. She said 'that
would be a reach as far as
I'm concerned.

She said she's not against solar but
solar needs to take its place in the mar
ketplace. She also said there are docks
all across Missouri with electric and
there haven't been too many incidents.
The issue of flooding in Forsyth was
also discussed.

McCaskill said she would speak with
the Corps about the issues and get back
to the people about it. The issue of
schools not receiving property tax dol
lars because of the federal lands within
their districts was also a topic.

She said they're working  in a bi
partisan way  on the Secure Rural
Schools Act to help rural schools witty
those financial issues. She questioned
Education Secretary Betsy DeVose and
her stance on private schools and their
funding when most of the voters who
supported Trump live in rural areas
where private schools aren't assessable.

The senator discussed the debt ceil
ing, the high cost of dental care, the fed
eral gas tax, infrastructure and the
recent unrest in the country.

One man questioned the senator on
the Democrats approval of former

President Barak Obama's decision to
invite members of the controversial
group Black Lives Matter to the White
House but then criticized President
Trump's response to the recent violence
on both sides in Charlottesville, Va.

The man said Trump hasn't invited
David Duke or the Ku Klux Klan (KKK)
to the White House. He asked McCaskill
when the Democratic Party was going to
denounce their support for Black Lives
Matter and the group Antifa (antifas
cists).

McCaskill said everyone in the room
during Tuesday's town hall meeting
rejects Nazi's and that everyone in the
room is against violent behavior. But she
also said 'there are a lot of great folks' in
the Black Lives Matter organization.

She said Black Lives Matter has
received a 'lot of bad press on the right'
and that the organization and the Antifa
organization are small groups but then
she challenged the man when he said
the NeoNazi group in Charlottesville
was about 300 or less.

McCaskill said people should come
together. She said both sides were
engaged in bad behavior. She said when
she saw people without masks, march
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•

ing with lit torches and carrying white
supremacists signs she was shocked.

The senator said she was honored to;
be in Branson and that she had a new;
'todo list' with the Corps of Engineers.;
McCaskill was presented with a pink
construction hat as a show of support?
for the senator's battle with breast can
cer.

After the town hall meeting, the sen
ator took some questions from the
press. She was pressed on the issue of
Black Lives Matter, on whether or not
she would work with the president on

VA issues, there was a
question about Bernie,
Sanders and his stance
on health care, the Corps
issue and about the pres
ident being a racist.
McCaskill said

Bernie Sanders has the

right to say what he;
wants and believe what
he wants. She said she
Wju f0iiowup with the
Corps of Engineers on
the Table Rock Lake

dock issue.
She said, as a formed

prosecutor, she;
denounces the Black
Lives Matter statement'

'Pigs in a blanket, fry em'
like bacon' promoting the killing police
officers.

However, the senator wouldn't con
cede that there were some people, not
even one person, marching in
Charlottesville protesting the removal of
the Gen. Robert E. Lee statue  a con
federate and a Democrat who fought on
the side of slavery during the Civil War.

She said of Black Lives Matter, 'there
are always a few bad apples.'

The senator said she could work
with President Trump on infrastructure,
the VA, the U.S. Military and the opioid
epidemic which McCaskill said it sweep
ing the country. She said she's glad to
see the VA and military are a priority for
Trump.

She said Missouri's stance on opioids
and the regulation of prescription drugs
has 'put the welcome mat out for drug
dealers.'

McCaskill challenged the question of
whether or not it was good for the coun
try to have its Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi  call the sitting U.S.
President a racist. McCaskill said she
doesn't speak for Pelosi.

She also said she doesn't believe

Pelosi called the president a racist.
Peolosi said in a statement about

Trump's response to the violence in
Charlottesville, "The president's repul
sive defense of white supremacists
demands that Congress act to defend
our American values."

Pelosi made the comment during a
press conference about censuring
President Trump, a move Pelosi sup
ports. The only other president to be
censured in U.S. history was President
Andrew Jackson in 1834.

NeoNazi and white supremacists
groups support the ideology of the
Nazi's, who murdered millions because
of their Jewish faith during World War H.
Trump's soninlaw, daughter and their
three children  Trump's grandchildren 
are Jewish.

McCaskill said she denounced and

called for the resignation of Democratic
state Sen. Maria ChappellNadal who
said in a Facebook post, "I hope Trump
is assassinated," McCaskill said she
issued the statements within minutes of

hearing the senator's remark,
McCaskill called ChappellNadal's

remark 'outrageous.'
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White River Valley Electric
Cooperative CEO Chris
Hamotl, right, and Cooperative
Board member Bill Cook, left,
presented Democratic Sen.
Claire McCaskill with a pink
hard hat representing her bat
e to beat breast cancer.
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II fril' 'imS&Letter campaign opposing Table
ock Lake changes takes off
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n Saturday, May 24, 201|4. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers extended its public comment period until Sept. 15,Boats and jet skis cruise along at Table Rock Lake during Memorial Day weekend o Lake Shoreline Manage ment P(an.after getting a flood of comments about proposed changes to the draft Table Rock
WES JOHNSON
WJOHNSON@NEWSLEADER.COM

Realtors in Branson
have launched a letter
campaign in hopes of
thwarting some sig

nificant proposed changes in
how Table Rock Lake would be
managed in the future by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The Corps extended its pub

lic comment period until Sept.
15, after getting a flood of com
ments about proposed changes
to the draft Tabic Rock Lake
Shoreline Management Plan.
Among the most controver

sial proposals: Limiting how
many boats can be on the lake at
one time, and requiring private
dock owners to replace shore
line electric hookups with solar

Wolfe said nearly 800 peoplepublic launch areas if thteingpanels or other renewable en have turned in the TiLakesCoifps believes there lareergy sources. Board's form letter opposingmany boats already on the lakfe.The Corps also wants to six items included in the pro'It's already happening ineliminate floating "No Wake" posed shoreline managementArizona," Wolfe said. 'It's notbuoys, and replace them with plan.unusual for someone to go to an"No Wake" signs on private Dana Coburn, Corps projectArizona Corps lake, pull up tofloating docks. manager for the proposed mant he public launch, and then you"We think these proposals agement plan, said the Corps ishaye to wait until someoneare infringements on personal reviewing hundreds of comcomes off the lake before yquproperty ownership rights," ments it received from the pubcan launch."said Deana Wolfe, president of lic, both from letters and durtealtorsIrtLakes Board ofthe TriLakes Board of Real ing several public meetings.wants the Corps to l«Jave thetors, which is spearheading the She said a key theme inplan asshoreline managemencampaign. "Some of these peo many of those comments is thatis, withno changes.ple have spent their life savings people don't want Table Rocki"The lake works wdnciermjnderfijdon homes by the lake. By put Lake to become like Lake of theyly now," Wolfe said. "Propert;ting some restrictions on how Ozarks, where the shoreline isk up aijidvalues are coming bacthe lake can be used, it will re ringed with docks and boat conIH backou)r economy is cominduce their property values." :k gestion has become worse as| believe the Corps v/ill woA key concern, Wolfe said, is the lake becomes more poputh us. We have had a great ifethe Corps' plan to establish a lar. Lake of the Ozarks is not a3pnse (with the letter camlake boating capacity, which Corpsmanaged lake.aign) already."could prevent boaters from us

"The carrying capacity of
the lake is a part of that," Co
burn said, referring to a poten
tial lim it on the number of boats
on the lake at one time.

As of May 2017, Coburn said
Table Rock Lake had 20,585
"access opportunities," a num
ber that includes parking avail
ability at boat launch areas, the
number of boats at private and
commercial docks, and boats in
storage on shore.
The shoreline management

plan could start limiting boat
access to the lake when those
"access opportunities" reach
30,866, Coburn said.

"We feel that at that point Ta
ble Rock Lake is no longer safe,
enjoyable and no longer the

See LETTERS, Page 2A

Letters
Continued from 'age 1A recreation place that they

(lake us irs) like," she said.
"Once we get there, this is
where you've told us you
don't w; mt another Lake of
the Ozarks."

Cobirn said the Corps
estimat is it cc uld take 60
years for the lake to reach
that 30,866 ac:ess oppor
tunity nark. But if the
economy continues to
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grow and people are able
to buy lake homes and
more >oats, that time
frame nay shi ink.

numbtThe Ir of Corps
permitted boa: slips at Ta

kLake has steadilyble Roc
increased. According to

here weredata,Corps
2009. Ibday12,165 slips in

there are 13,241 private
boat slips on the lake.
Corps spbkeswoman

Laurie Driver said one as
pect of the proposed plan
either has been over
looked i >r hasrift drawn any
controversy. The current
plan requiri s private

no fewerdocks to ha*
d no morethan 12 slips

than 20
"The proposalnev

s that: ange to onechange
aximum ofto aslip up
d.20," Driver sa

Ano ther maijor concern
privatb dock ownamong
he proposal to reers is

rer or otherquire sblar pc
alternative etl ergy sourc
es to power d<j>cks, instead
of a standard power line,

'e, thi TriLakesWol::
ltors presiBoard of Ref

^aid "trdent, fiat is a big
rivate dockdeal" for pr

owners.
"If this takes place, the

amount of mqney that pri
vate boat doc owners on
the lak 3 wouldI spend is $10

rade to somillior to upjj
>he sail "For newlar," s

docks to have solar, we're
fine w: th thai. But requir
ing existing d jcks to go so
lar is |oo mujch of a bur
den.
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Coburn, the Corps pro
ject manager, said dock
owners would have 10
years to comply under the
proposed shoreline man
agement plan. The Corps
has required solar power
or alternative power con
nections on new docks
since 2013.

Coburn acknowledged
the Corps received a lot of
feedback about the solar
power requirement. The
Corps is exploring addi
tional alternatives.
"We heard about the

concerns of removing ex
isting power lines to
docks, and recognize that a
onesizefitsall approach
is probably not the best so
lution, so we are asking
you for detailed feedback
to help us determine what
right could look like," Co
burn said. "Maybe re
placement of the electri
cal line with solar could be
when an electric line
needs to be replaced or
doesn't pass inspection."
Boat owners who keep

vessels in slips on the wa
ter have worried about
wake damage from pass
ing boats for years. Many
private docks have float
ing "No Wake" buoys set in
the water in hopes of slow
ing down passing boats.
The proposed shoreline

management plan would
eliminate those floating
buoys and instead have
dock owners attach "No
Wake" signs on their
docks. Some dock owners
don't think those signs will
do enough to slow down
passing boats and could re
sult in property damage
from their wakes.

Coburn said "No Wake"
buoys that aren't properly
maintained can float away
and become a mainte
nance issue for the Corps
to deal with. She notes that
Missouri already has a law
on the books that requires
boaters to slow down if
they pass close to a dock or
face a fine.

The Corps doesn't issue
"No Wake" buoy permits.
That's the role of the Mis
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souri State Highway Pa
trol's Water Patrol divi
sion. Based on the public's
response so far, Coburn
said she would like to talk
to Highway Patrol offi
cials about the "No Wake"
buoy issue.
TriLakes Board of

Realtors also voiced con
cerns about more restric
tive changes to the way
landowners living next to
the lake can trim brush
and trees.
Among other concerns

the board also objects to a
proposal limiting requests
to modify docks to once ev
ery five years.

"The Corps has done a
phenomenal job with the
lake," notes board presi
dent Wolfe. "We just don't
understand why they want
to require all these new re
strictions. It's worked so
well so far. Why change
it?"

According to the Corps,
the shoreline manage
ment plan for Table Rock
Lake establishes policy
for the protection and
preservation of the desir
able environmental char
acteristics of the shore
line, while maintaining a
balance between public
and private shoreline use.
It has been 21 years

since the shoreline man
agement plan was updat
ed.
U.S Rep. Billy Long,

who previously worked to
delay the Corps' imple
mentation of the shoreline
management plan, said he
was glad the Corps was lis
tening to lake users.

"We have been working
with constituents and the
Corps to make sure all con
cerns are taken into con
sideration," Long said
Thursday in an email. "I'm
very pleased the comment
period has been extend
ed."
For more information

about the shoreline man
agement plan update proc
ess and on how to submit
comments, visit the Corps
website: http://go.usa.gov/
xN6Jr.
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Senator wants Corps to suspend Lakeshore plan
By Ann Marie Temple

staffwriter@bransontrilakesnews.com
U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt sent a

letter to the Army Corps of
Engineers asking for a suspen
sion of the
Table Rock
Lake Shore
line Management Plan (SMP)
draft revision.
Blunt sent the letter on

Monday, Sept. 18, according
to a press release on Blunt's
website, which was three days
after the public comment pe
riod for the management plan
closed.
In the press release, Blunt

said, "It's outrageous that the
Corps would move forward
with the current plan with
out sufficient input from the

Missouri
families and
businesses

who live, work, and vacation
at Table Rock Lake.
"The plan imposes, with

little justification, excessive
restrictions on the use of the
lake. These restrictions will
have a longterm, negative
impact on the community and
the lake economy. I urge the
Corps to immediately suspend
the SMP revision process and
work with the community to
develop a new plan that pro
tects families and businesses
at Table Rock Lake."
Blunt and U.S. Rep. Billy

Long required the Corps to
extend the comment period
and time frame for the man
agement plan draft revision in
the Water and Resource De
velopment Act, according to
the press release.
Laurie Driver, a public re

lations officer for the Corps
Little Rock District, sent a
statement from the Corps via
email:

"The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers is and has been
open and transparent with
the public while updating the
Shoreline Management Plan
(SMP) for Table Rock Lake.
The Corps is doing everything
we can to listen to and gather
public opinion to include the
recent public workshops and
extended comment period on
the initial draft SMP.
"We continue to review the

hundreds of public comments
received thus far. The Corps
is in the process of setting up
the advisory committee as
described in the WIIN Act of
2016 and will not complete
the SMP without coordination
with the advisory committee.
All public comments and the
advisory committee's recom
mendations will be consid
ered in the final SMP."
Driver also said in a phone

interview the Corps has re
ceived more than 3,000 com
ments, and it typically takes
between three to six months
to analyze the comments.
The advisory team, once it

has been established, will be
gin analyzing the comments
soon, Driver said. The com
ments will be sorted and orga
nized, and then uploaded on
line to the Corps' website for
the public to look at as well.
The comments and revision

process are concerning the
management plan draft, Driv
er said.
"It is not a finalized plan,"

Driver said.
To read the letter Blunt sent

to the Corps, visit www.blunt.
senate.gov/public/_cache/
files/209701a9b8b14225
8419882b03182c3b/918
17tablerocklakesmp.pdf.
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Keep those cards and letters comin'
¦ Realtor board wants locals to send comments to Corps
By Dave Abner
Managing Editor

Realtors in the Table
Rock Lake area are con
cerned that federal offi

cials want to impose new
restrictions that will sig
nificantly hamper lake
use and enjoyment for
property owners and visi
tors.

The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers oversees
TRL operations and con
ducted a lengthy revision
process on the lake mas
ter plan that was complet
ed in 2014.

Now, the Corps is in
the process of updating
Table Rock Lake's shore
line management, plan.
The two plans are

designed to work in tan
dem to govern lake opera
tions and uses. After
months of preliminary
work, the Corps held
three recent area come
audgo meetings to unveil
update proposals for
locals. Following the
meetings, the Corps
announced it. would con
tinue to accept comments
and suggestions regard
ing those preliminary pro
posals through the end of
August.

But., after hundreds of
locals deluged the Corps
with feedback, the Corps
recently announced it
will extend the comment
period until Sept. 15.
Since the announcement,
Corps officials have said
they've heard a number of
complaints about some of
those proposals, and are

hoping to also hear sug
gested alternatives from
lake users and front the
people who live and work
near the lake.

And members of Tri
Lakes Board of Realtors

are hopeful all locals will
take the Corps at its word
and send comments to
the Corps.

Sheila Thomas, execu
tive director of the Table
Rock Lake Area Chamber
of Commerce, adds
another suggestion.

Thomas thinks it's not
enough to send a com
ment to the Corps; she
suggested all locals also
send copies of the Corps
comments to U.S.
Senators Roy Blunt and
Claire McCaskill and to
Missouri 7th District
Congressman Billy Long.

That way, Thomas
said, even if the Corps
might lose or misplace
comments, federal legis
lators can know specifi
cally what comments the
Corps is receiving.

So, what parts of the
Corps preliminary draft
seem to be causing the
most heartburn for
locals?

Dana Coburn, Corps
project manager for the
update, pointed out. the
three proposals she says
are generating the great
est number of negative
comments.

• The draft version
said that all Table Rock
docks must be converted

to alternative power (a
source such as wind or
solar) by 2027.

But with the update
behind schedule, Corps
officials recently said the
conversion deadline will
be pushed to 10 years
from the tune the update
is implemented.

So, if the update takes
longer than expected,
and, if it were hypotheti
cally implemented in
2019, then the conversion
deadline would be

pushed to 2029.
Using a cost estimate

generated by Ozarks
Water Watch executive
director David Casaletto,
the TriLakes Realtor
Board estimates that the
cumuative cost for all
Table Rock dock owners
to convert to solar or
some other power will be
at least as much as S10
million; a less conserva
tive calculation claims
the conversion might
cumulatively cost as
much as $25 million.

• Many dock owners
claim that a wake from a
boat passing near the
dock can cause damage;
over time, the damage
can be significant.
Some dock owners

have in the past placed
"No Wake" buoys in front
of or near docks in hopes
of slowing down passing
boaters. The Corps is out
lawing t he buoys and sug
gests dock owners place
"No Wake" signs on

docks.

The problem with
buoys: the Corps says
they become a mainte
nance nuisance for the
Corps and adds that it's
actually the Missouri
State Highway Patrol's
Marine Division rather
than the Corps that is
responsible to oversee
buoys and enforce
restrictions.

• One proposal catch
ing flak is a lake carrying
capacity. In short, it
would establish a boat
carrying capacity for the
lake  about one boat per
10 square miles.
TriLakes Board of

Realtors president Deana
Wolfe offered her short

andsweet assessment of

the carrying capacity pro
posal: "It's ridiculous,"
Wolfe said.

Ridiculous, maybe;
unheard of, no. Wolfe said
some lakes already
require that boats wish
ing to enter the lake must
wait at a launch ramp
until another boat leaves

the lake before being
allowed to enter the lake.
Other concerns

expressed by the realtor
board:

• Vegetation manage
ment permits have
become more restrictive.
Some permits can't be
transferred to family
members.

• Limits permits for
dock modifications to no
more often than once

MO0112 Stone County Gazette
Page Number: A3Publication Date: 08/31/2017

Keep those cards and letters comin'
By Dave Abner Managing Editor
79.98 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Kimberling City, MO    Circulation: 2717

Page: 1

17323-08-31_A3001.pdf

County: Stone



every five years.
• It. would no longer

be permissible to store
items such as fishing
equipment, tubes, wake
boards and chairs on a
dock.

• All portable toilets
and holding tanks would
be outlawed on private or
community docks; the
same rule would not
apply at marinas.

• Driving or parking
golf carts or ATVs on
Corps property  includ
ing in front of docks 
would be outlawed,
TriLakes Board of

Realtors, Inc., and other
locals have joined forces
to create

SaveTableRock.com and

a coalition to promote it.
The coalition asks that all
locals go online to the site
and complete a comment
card that can be sent to
the Corps.

Thomas seconded the

motion, noting that the
feedback process is vital.;
She said, "You absolutely
have to fill out the com;
ment cards."

Coburn agrees about
the importance of the
comment cards. She said

locals can provide the
Corps with valuable
insights. For example,

many locals have com
plained about the power
conversion mandate for
existing docks.
Coburn said, "We

heard about the concerns
of removing existing
power lines to docks, and
recognize that a onesize
fitsall approach is proba
bly not the best solution,
so we are asking you for
detailed feedback to help
us determine what right
could look like. Maybe
replacement of the elec
trical line with solar
could be when an electric
line needs to be replaced
or doesn't pass inspec
tion."

Regarding nowake
buoys, Coburn posed a

question: "How might we
ensure that a nowake
buoy is properly main
tained and doesn't exceed
the 100foot distance
from private and commu
nity docks, provides the
proper warning notifica
tion and meets the condi
tions . >f the permit?"

Finally, Wolfe and the
other members of the
realtor board think the
current SMP works and
add that the newer and
more restrictive guide
lines are a mistake.
She said, "If these

things were implemented,
we think this will stifle
development."
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TABLE ROCK LAKE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISION 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District (Corps), is revising the Table Rock 
Lake Shoreline Management Plan (SMP). The current Table Rock Lake Master Plan (MP) 
was revised in February 2014 through an extensive public involvement process. Based on 
the comments received during the SMP scoping workshops held in March 2015 and from 
a number of focus groups, the Corps has developed six alternatives that reflect the 
diverse viewpoints among lake users and stakeholders. The public comment period and 
public workshops are intended to solicit input and feedback on these draft alternatives 
prior to finalization and implementation of an updated SMP. The SMP alternatives under 
consideration align with MP, however, comments will be accepted and reviewed 
regarding the 2014 MP during this public comment period as well.   

The MP for Table Rock Lake establishes guidelines for how the resources of the lake will be managed and provides the vision for how the lake should 
look in the future. The MP does not address the details of how and where shoreline use permits may be issued, however, it does set the stage for 
implementation of the shoreline management program.   

The Table Rock Lake SMP establishes policy and furnishes guidelines for the protection and preservation of the environmental characteristics of the 
shoreline while maintaining a balance between public and private shoreline uses. The SMP allows individuals to apply for shoreline use permits such 
as vegetative modification, private floating facilities, etc.  Each of the six alternatives developed for the SMP revision are consistent with the  land 
classifications established in the 2014 Table Rock Master Plan.  The alternatives represent different scenarios where the shoreline management 
balance shifts between recreational development to management for environmental values. 

ABOUT THE TABLE ROCK LAKE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN AND MASTER PLAN 

 

PROJECT TIMELINE 

Final MP Revision 

March 2014 

SMP Public Scoping Workshops 

March 2015 

Data Collection —       

Public Input to Draft Plan 

Initiate Public Review of Final MP, 

Draft SMP and Draft Environmental 

Assessment (EA)  -  June 2017 

Public Workshops on MP, Draft SMP  

and EA  -  July/August 2017 

Final MP, SMP Revision, and 

Final EA  

We Are Here 



• Alternative 1 No Growth—92% of shoreline would be allocated as Protected Area. There would be no Limited Development Area (LDA) allocation on 

the lake. All existing permits would be allowed to remain until they no longer meet the permit requirements or the permit is revoked or terminated.  

• Alternative 2 Benefit General Public Use—Allocations are very similar to the allocations in Alternative 3. The  most substantial difference in allocations 

is the removal of Resort, Community Dock Only, and Courtesy Dock only allocations, converting these allocated areas to LDA, Restricted Limited 

Development Areas (RLDA), or Public Recreation Areas (PRA), as appropriate.  

• Alternative 3 No Action—Defined as the Corps continuing utilization of the current SMP, with the inclusion of new policies enacted since 1994. 

• Alternative 4 Neutral Change (Preferred)—Allocations are very similar to those in Alternative 3. The most substantial difference is allowing 1-20 slips in 

boat docks.  Additionally, unusable LDA and RLDA were relocated to correct errors.  

• Alternative 5 Accelerated Private Development—The Shoreline Allocations of PRA and Protected are similar to those presented in Alternative 4. LDA 

would be increased to 20 percent of total shoreline and the Marina Buffer Allocation would be converted to Protected or LDA as appropriate  

• Alternative 6 Maximum Private Growth—Expands LDA shoreline miles from the current 12% to 47% . Additionally, it would allow for new parking 

areas on government land.  

TABLE ROCK LAKE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN ALTERNATIVES UNDER CONSIDERATION  

Note: Not shown above is the 0.1% of the shoreline allocated to “Prohibited” (dam operations and safety areas) under each alternative. 



 
      Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan 

Revision, Environmental Assessment, 
Master Plan Comment Form 

 
Please use this form to respond to provide your comments on the draft revised Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan and 
the draft Environmental Assessment.  The draft revised Shoreline Management Plan and Environmental Assessment may be found 
on the web at https://go.usa.gov/xN92n .   Please also include any comments you may have regarding the 2014 Table Rock Lake 
Master Plan.  The 2014 Table Rock Lake Master Plan may be found on the web at https://go.usa.gov/xN92n. Feel free to take an 
extra form and sent it back later to the address listed below.  Comments must be submitted by August 30, 2017. 

   Your Name/Organization:       

 Address:     
 
 
E-mail:        Phone:     

 
Please circle the number that best represents your opinion of the draft documents: Revised Shoreline Management 
Plan, draft Environmental Assessment, and draft Finding of No Significant Impact: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Strongly                   Strongly 
Disapprove                  Approve 
 

What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Revised Shoreline Management Plan?                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                   _                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
What are the most important factors that affect your opinion of the draft Environmental Assessment and draft Finding 
of No Significant Impact prepared for the Shoreline Management Plan Revision?                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                   _                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
Comments on the 2014 Master Plan:                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Comments may be submitted via mail, email, fax or the project website with attention to: Table Rock Lake SMP/MP/EA Project 
Manager, Programs and Projects Management Division, USACE, Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203. 

Fax: (501) 324‐6518 Email: CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil 

Website: https://go.usa.gov/xN92n 

Written comments must be postmarked, e‐mailed, faxed, or otherwise submitted by August 30, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://go.usa.gov/xN92n
https://go.usa.gov/xN92n
https://go.usa.gov/xN92n


Postage Required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table Rock Lake SMP/MP/EA Project Manager 
Programs and Project Management Division, Civil 
Works Branch   
Little Rock District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 867 
Little Rock, AR  72203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------Fold Here---------------------------------------------- 

 

Tape ends before mailing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT INSTRUCTIONS 
AUTHORITY: ER 1130-2-550, and the laws and regulations referenced therein. PRINCIPAL PURPOSE(S): To provide a means for the maximum practicable public 
participation in Master Plan and Shoreline Management Plan formulation, preparation and subsequent revisions, through the use of public meetings, group 
workshops, open houses or other public involvement. ROUTINE USE(S): Information you provide will be available for public review or may be disclosed to members 
of the Department of Defense or other Government agencies who have a need for the information in performance of their official duties, and where use of such 
information is compatible with the purpose for which the information is collected.  DISCLOSURE: Voluntary; however, failure to furnish the requested information 
may prevent the Agency from being able to direct meeting notices or provide additional information to commenters. 
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HOW TO COMMENT 

Comments are Due by August 30, 2017 

Please drop your comment form in the  

Comment Box before leaving 

or 

Mail, Email, or Fax comments to:  

Table Rock Lake SMP/MP/EA Project Manager   

Programs and Projects Management Division  

USACE, Little Rock District  

P.O. Box 867 

Little Rock, AR 72203  

Fax: (501) 324-5605  

Email: CESW TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@ sace army m   

or 

Speak to the Court Reporter   

 

For More Information: http://go.usa.gov/xN9Tn  
 

 PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT INSTRUCTIONS  

AUTHORITY: ER 1130-2-550, and the laws and regulations referenced therein.  

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE(S): To provide a means for the maximum practicable public participation in Master Plan formulation, preparation and subsequent revisions, through the use of public meetings, group workshops, open houses or other public involvement.  

ROUTINE USE(S): Information you provide will be available for public review or may be disclosed to members of the Department of Defense or other Government agencies who have a need for the information in performance of their official duties, and where use of such information 

is compatible with the purpose for which the information is collected.  

DISCLOSURE: Voluntary; however, failure to furnish the requested information may prevent the Agency from being able to direct meeting notices or provide additional information to commentors.  

 

Comments must be postmarked, e-mailed,  

faxed, or hand delivered by August 30, 2017 

mailto:CESWL-TableRockShorelineManagementPlanUpdate@usace.army.mil


WHY REVISE THE SHORELINE 

MANAGEMENT PLAN? 

• The Master Plan was recently updated in 2014,  

which requires an update to the Shoreline Management Plan 

• Visitation and resource demands continue to increase 

• Recreational services continue to grow  

• To align with current Corps policies/regulations and  

to provide better public education  

• Use of new technology and maps for greater accuracy  

and efficiency   

• Respond to changing land uses  

• Balance resources with partner and stakeholder interests 

• Fiscal resources limit proper management of the current 

program 

• Sustainably manage the lake’s resources for  

future generations  

 

 



REVISION PROCESS 

MASTER PLAN 

Guidance and Vision 

OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (OMP) 

Detailed Management and  

Administrative Functions 

OMP APPENDICES 

 SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN (SMP) 

Implementation and Rules 



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The Little Rock District is releasing the draft revision to 

the Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan.  
  

The District has prepared an Environmental Assessment  

to evaluate the potential environmental and social  

effects of proposed changes to the  

Shoreline Management Plan.  
  

Your Input is Important!  

  

Your feedback will help finalize the revision to the  

Table Rock Lake Shoreline Management Plan  
  

Please Let us Know:  

Your opinion of the proposed revisions to the Shoreline 

Management Plan including:  

zoning, dock permits and vegetation permits, and any other 

policy changes   

 



ISSUES EVALUATED IN THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

• Land Use 
 

• Recreational ac t es 
 

• Visual and Aesthetic Im acts 
 

• Fish and W e 
 

• Threatened and Endangered ec es 
 

• Cultural and Historic Res rces 
 

• Economic Development 
 

• Public Safety 
 

• Water Supply 
 

• Flood Risk Ma ageme t 
 

• Water Q a ty 
 

Please comment  

on these or other issues that were considered in the 

environmental assessment 



MAJOR CHANGES PROPOSED 

Shoreline Allocations (Zoning) 

• Park Buffer allocation name changed to Public Recreation 

Area. 
 

• Certain Public Recreation Areas around the lake would be 
reduced, allowing the potential for vegetation permits in some 
areas where previously not allowed. 

 

• Docks located outside of Limited Development Areas (LDA) 
and outside of Marina Buffer Areas have been placed in LDA, 
thereby relieving the grandfather status for these docks. 

 

• Docks located in Restricted Limited Development Areas 
(RLDA) have fewer restrictions. If all other criteria are met, 
docks may expand, add swim docks, etc. but may not add slips. 

 

• Community Dock only and Courtesy Dock only allocations 
have been changed to LDA. Some of those allocations have 
been reallocated if inactive. 

 
 
 

 

Alternative 4 

Please comment  

on these or other changes that are proposed  

in the draft Shoreline Management Plan 



MAJOR CHANGES PROPOSED 

Private Floating Facilities (Docks) 

• New permits would be issued for new docks containing a range of 1 to 20 slips.  
 

• Propose a threshold of 30,806 access opportunities (boat slips and launching ramp 

parking spaces) that can be placed on the lake. Currently there are 19,254 access 

opportunities. 
 

• Two printed and one electronic set of engineered stamped plans of the entire facility 

would be required for new and modifications to existing facilities.  In addition to the 

actual structure, plans must include all amenities, including but not limited to, lockers/

storage, PWC moorage, deck overs, and solar battery storage.  
 

• Maximum size slip would change from 14’ x 30’ to 12’ x 30’.  
 

• Requests to modify docks could only be submitted by the permittee and only 1 

request will be considered in the 5-year permit period.  
 

• PWC lifts attached to the dock must be owned/used by a slip owner in the dock.  
 

• Would not need to provide a bill of sale or boat registration certificate to the Corps 

for change of ownership of a slip in a community dock; however, it must be provided 

for verification purposes as requested by the Operations Project Manager, or his/her 

representative. 
 

• Only alternative power sources (e.g. solar) would be allowed.  Existing licenses for 

overhead and underground electric service to private floating facilities will not be 

renewed after December 31, 2027. 

 
 
 

 

Alternative 4 

Please comment  

on these or other changes that are proposed  

in the draft Shoreline Management Plan 



MAJOR CHANGES PROPOSED 

Vegetation Modification Permits 

• Mowing and/or underbrushing would not be permitted across 

any natural or manmade break in vegetation such as a road, 

creek, or electric distribution line.  Impacted permits will be 

grandfathered to current permit holders. 
 

• With a permit, only non-flowering trees or shrubs 2-inches or 

less in diameter at ground level and any cedar 3-inches or less 

at ground level could be removed.  
 
 

Other Permits / Outgrants 

• No new ski course permits would be issued.   
 

• No new licenses would be issued for stairs, steps, mooring 

buoys, or tramways.  
 

• No-Wake buoys for private docks would not be allowed.  

Approved no-wake signs may be placed on a dock.  Existing  
no-wake buoys for private docks would have to be removed by 

December 31, 2020. 
 

 
 
 

 

Alternative 4 

Please comment  

on these or other changes that are proposed  

in the draft Shoreline Management Plan 



PROJECT TIMELINE 

Planning  
began during 
Fall 2014  

Data Collection 
and Public input 
to Draft Plan 

Summer 2017 - Initiate 
Public review of Draft  
Shoreline Management  
Plan and Draft Environmental  
Assessment  

 
Final Shoreline Management 
Plan and Environmental  
Assessment released 

Public Scoping 

Workshops 

March 2015 

Summer 2017 
Public Workshops on 
Draft Shoreline  
Management Plan and 
Draft Environmental  
Assessment 



DESCRIPTION OF
MASTER PLAN

LAND CLASSIFICATIONS

DESCRIPTION OF
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SHORELINE ALLOCATIONS
--Land s inte nd e d  to be d e v e lope d  or are curre ntly d e v e lope d  for inte nsiv e  re creational activ itie s
for th e v isiting public includ ing day use areas and/or campground s.
--T h e se  could includ e areas for comme rcial conce ssions (marinas, compre h e nsiv e  re sorts, etc.),
and quasi-public d e v e lopme nt.
--No ne w  future public reque sts for Limite d  De v e lopme nt Areas (LDA) in a High  De nsity
classification w ill be grante d base d  upon guid ance rece iv e d  to k e e p priv ate/community
use separate d  from comme rcial use activ itie s.

HIGH DENSIT Y RECREAT ION

--Land s w ith  minimal d e v e lopme nt or infrastructure th at support passiv e  public recre ational use
(e.g. primitiv e  camping, fish ing, h unting, trails, w ild life v ie w ing, etc.). 
--Low  De nsity Recreation land s may contain Limite d  De v e lopme nt Areas w ith in th e context of th e
Sh ore line  Manageme nt Plan (SMP) (Note: Distribution of sh ore line
are as to Limite d  De v e lopme nt status require s re v ision of th e  SMP).

LOW DENSIT Y RECREAT ION

--Areas w h e re  scie ntific, ecological, cultural or ae sth e tic feature s h av e  be e n id e ntifie d . 
--T h e se  areas must be consid e re d  by manageme nt to e nsure  th ey are not ad v e rse ly impacte d .
--T ypically, limite d  or no d e v e lopme nt of public use is allow e d  on th e se  land s, h ow e v e r public use
w h ich  d oe s not ad v e rse ly impact th e se  land s (fish ing, h unting, w ild life v ie w ing, ph otograph y, etc)
is allow e d . 
--No agricultural, grazing, or mow ing for re sid e ntial/comme rcial use s are pe rmitte d  on th e se  land s
unle ss ne ce ssary for a specific re source manageme nt be ne fit, such  as prairie  re storation.
--T h e re  are public utilitie s (i.e. pow e r line s, road s, etc.) th at may be found in ESA land
classifications; th is can be tak e n into account und e r th e  “limite d  d e v e lopme nt for public use”
in ESA.
--Future righ t-of-w ays for public utilitie s in ESA w ill be consid e re d  and re v ie w e d  on a case by
case basis.

ENVIRONMENT ALLY SENSIT IVE

--Land s d e signate d  for ste w ard sh ip of fish  and w ild life re source s.
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT  AREA

--Land s require d  for th e dam, spillw ay, sw itch yard, le v e e s, d ik e s, office s, mainte nance facilitie s,
and oth e r areas th at are use d  sole ly for th e  ope ration of th e  proje ct.
PROJECT  OPERAT IONS

--Limite d  De v e lopme nt Areas are th ose  areas in w h ich  priv ate facilitie s and/or activ itie s may
be allow e d  consiste nt w ith  T itle 36 327.30. 
--Mod ification of v egetation by ind iv id uals may be allow e d  only follow ing th e  issuance of a
pe rmit in accordance w ith  T itle 36 327.30. 
--Pote ntial low  and h igh  w ate r cond itions and und e rw ate r topograph y sh ould be carefully
e v aluate d before  sh ore line  is allocate d as Limite d  De v e lopme nt Area.

LIMIT ED DEVELOPMENT  AREAS (LDA)

--Public Recre ation Areas are th ose areas d e signate d  for comme rcial conce ssionaire  facilitie s,
Fe d e ral, state or oth e r similar public use. No priv ate sh ore line  use facilitie s and/or activ itie s
w ill be pe rmitte d w ith in or near d e signate d  or d e v e lope d  public recre ation areas. T h e  te rm
“near” d epe nd s on th e te rrain, road system, and oth e r local cond itions, so actual d istance s
must be e stablish e d  on a case by case basis in each  proje ct Sh ore line  Manageme nt Plan.
No mod ification of land forms or v e getation by priv ate ind iv id uals or groups of ind iv id uals is
pe rmitte d in public recreation areas.

PUBLIC RECREAT ION AREA

--Protecte d Sh ore line  Areas are th ose  areas d e signate d  to maintain or re store ae sth e tic, fish
and  w ild life, cultural, or oth e r e nv ironme ntal value s.
--Sh ore line  may also be so d e signate d to pre v e nt d e v e lopme nt in areas th at are subject to
exce ssiv e  siltation, e rosion, rapid  d e w ate ring, or exposure  to h igh  w ind , w av e , or curre nt
action and/or in areas in w h ich  d e v e lopme nt w ould inte rfe re  w ith  nav igation.
--No Sh ore line  Use Pe rmits for floating or fixe d re creation facilitie s w ill be allow e d  in protecte d
are as.
--Some mod ification of v e getation by priv ate ind iv id uals, such  as clearing a narrow
meand e ring path  to th e  w ate r, or limite d  mow ing, may be allow e d  only follow ing th e  issuance
of a pe rmit if th e  re source manage r d e te rmine s th at th e activ ity w ill not ad v e rse ly impact th e
e nv ironme nt or ph ysical ch aracte ristics for w h ich  th e  area w as d e signate d as protecte d. In
mak ing th is d e te rmination th e  effect on w ate r quality w ill also be consid e re d .

PROT ECT ED (Not repre se nte d  w ith  a color on map)

--Proh ibite d  Acce ss Areas are th ose  in w h ich  public acce ss is not allow e d  or is re stricte d  for
h e alth , safety or se curity reasons. T h e se  could includ e  h azard ous areas near dams, spillw ays,
h yd ro-e le ctric pow e r stations, w ork areas, w ate r intak e structure s, etc.
--No sh ore line  use pe rmits w ill be issue d  in Proh ibite d  Acce ss Area.

PROHIBIT ED AREAS

MARINA BUFFER AREA
--Marina Buffe r Areas are areas allocate d to d e signate th e  area consid e re d  to be near
comme rcial marine  se rv ice s pe r T itle 36. Comme rcial Remote Se rv ice Dock s are locate d
w ith in th is allocation. Vegetation mod ification reque sts may be approv e d  in Marina Buffe r
Are as, prov id e d  th e  reque st area is locate d  insid e  th e  appropriate Maste r Plan land
classification.

--Re stricte d Limite d  De v e lopme nt Areas are d e signate d  to h onor pre v ious commitme nts to
ow ne rs of existing, law fully installe d  d ock s w ith in a Marina Buffe r Area. No ne w  priv ate
floating facilitie s w ill be pe rmitte d in RLDA. Dock s moore d  in th e se  areas w ill not be allow e d
to construct ad d itional slips; h ow e v e r, th e y are allow e d  to rebuild and/or expand th e ir
e xisting d ock/slips th e same as d ock s in LDA, as cond itions pe rmit.

REST RICT ED LIMIT ED DEVELOPMENT  AREAS (RLDA)



EXPLANATION OF BOAT COUNT STUDY AND  
ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES

• Studies suggest that the maximum boat density for safe boat 
operation is 10 usable surface acres of water per vessel.  

• The Recreational Boating Use Study, Table Rock Lake, 
completed in April 2010, suggested no more than a 60% 
increase in development.

• In this study, there were 2,090 boats counted on the lake during 
a summer non-peak weekend day in 2009.  At that time there 
were a total of 19,254 access opportunities (private, 
commercial, and launch ramp parking) on the lake.  An 
increase of 60% to both of these numbers is an additional 
1,254 boats and an additional 11,552 access opportunities.  As 
of May 2017, there was a total of 20,585 access opportunities.  
Therefore, we calculated an additional 10,221 access 
opportunities or a total 30,806 access opportunities can be on 
Table Rock Lake without breaching the recommended 
maximum 60% increase in boats. 

• Based on the slip numbers counted in 2009 and 2017, 
Table Rock has been experiencing a 6.9% growth rate.   
It is calculated, based on historical growth rates and 
these capacity calculations, that Table Rock Lake may 
not reach this maximum capacity for another 61 years.  

• When funding becomes available, and not later than 
when the lake reaches its midpoint (approximately 
26,000 access opportunities) to the threshold, that 
another carrying capacity study be completed.  The 
study will have the potential to adjust the access 
opportunity number either up or down depending on 
trends observed at the time of the study. 

2017 2009
Private Slips 13,214       12,165       
Public Launch Ramp Parking Spaces 1,278          1,278          
Marina Wet Slips 3,995          3,606          
Marina Dry Slips 380             380             
Resort Slips 1,718          1,825          

Total Slips/Access 20,585       19,254       

BREAKDOWN OF ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES

2009

60% 
increase 

from 2009 
(x * 60%)

2016

Difference 
between 2016 and 
60% increase from 

2009

Total after 
60% 

Increase

Boat Density 
after 60% 
Increase

Slipsa 19,254 11,552 20,585 10,221 30,806
Boats in Use 2,090 1,254 3,344
aSlips = Private slips + all commercial slips wet and dry + all boat ramp parking

10 acresb/boat

bAcres = useable surface acres of water.
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SHORELINE ZONING MANAGEMENT IN ALTERNATIVES

MANAGEMENT MEASUREMENTS 1- NO GROWTH
2- BENEFIT GENERAL PUBLIC 

USE

3- NO ACTION

(1996 PLAN)

4- NEUTRAL CHANGE

(PREFERRED PLAN)

5- ACCELERATED PRIVATE 

DEVELOPMENT
6- MAXIMUM PRIVATE GROWTH

PROHIBITED 0.1%

PROTECTED 92% -Voided permits will not be replaced. 70.7% 71.4% 71.5% 74.5% 48.5%

PUBLIC REC AREA (PRA)

7.7% 7.3% 5.4%

Make all high density areas PRA.   Voided permits will 
not be replaced. 

Make all high density areas PRA. N/A Make all high density areas PRA.  Keep existing PRA (outside high density) only in ESA.

LIMITED DEVELOPMENT AREA (LDA)
Convert to Protected.  Every permit and outgrant is 

grandfathered.

12.0% - Relocate unusable LDA (adjacent to USFS or 
deemed unusable by prior site inspection) to convert a 

Protected Area to LDA to correct errors.  
11.5%

12.0% - Relocate unusable LDA 
(adjacent to USFS or deemed 

unusable by prior site inspection) 
to convert a Protected Area to LDA 

to correct errors.  Docks in PRA 
converted to LDA (non-Marina 

Buffer).

20% 46%

REZONING TO ADD LDA No LDA No Rezoning Allowed.
Do not allow new rezoning requests until existing 

zoning is full.

Do not allow new (received after 
Jan 2003) rezoning requests until 

existing zoning is full AND a 
carrying capacity is completed 
indicating "room" for additional 

slips.  Evaluating 1 request 
received prior to 2003.

Add more LDA up to 20% (allow new rezoning 
requests and evaluating existing requests).

Make all Low Density lands LDA.

MARINA BUFFER Convert to Protected or PRA as appropriate. 8.7% - Increase 0.5% to correct errors. 8.2%
10.1% - Increase 1.9% to correct 

errors and due to loss in PRA.
Convert to Protected (no dock) or LDA (if dock present).

COMMERCIAL REMOTE SERVICE DOCKS (CRSD) No new CRSD. Allow new CRSD. No new CRSD.

RESTRICTED LIMITED DEVELOPMENT AREA 

(RLDA)

Convert to Protected or PRA as appropriate. Docks allowed to modify same as LDA docks except they can't add a slip. RLDA to LDA

N/A
0.8% Relocate unused RLDA to convert a Protected 

Area to LDA to correct errors.  Corrected RLDA errors.
1.40%

0.9% Relocate unused RLDA to 
convert a Protected Area to LDA to 

correct errors.  Corrected RLDA 
errors.

N/A

RESORT Convert to Protected or PRA as appropriate. Convert to LDA, RLDA, or PRA as appropriate. 0.5%
Convert to LDA, RLDA, or PRA as 

appropriate.
Convert to LDA or PRA as appropriate.

COMMUNITY Convert to Protected Convert to LDA if used and Protected if not used. 0.1%
Convert to LDA if used and 

Protected if not used.
Convert to LDA.

COURTESY Convert to Protected and PRA as appropriate.
Convert to LDA or PRA as appropriate, or Protected if 

not used.
0.04%

Convert to LDA or PRA as 
appropriate, or Protected if not 

used.
Convert to LDA or PRA as appropriate.



DOCK AND FLOATING FACILITIES IN ALTERNATIVES

MANAGEMENT MEASUREMENTS

1- NO GROWTH
2- BENEFIT GENERAL PUBLIC  

USE

3- NO ACTION

(1996 PLAN)

4- NEUTRAL CHANGE

(PREFERRED PLAN)

5- ACCELERATED PRIVATE 

DEVELOPMENT
6- MAXIMUM PRIVATE GROWTH

PARKING FOR NEW DOCKS AND NEW DOCK SLIPS
No new parking areas will be needed because there 

will be no new docks or new slips.
Parking for multiple owner docks required within 200' 

of dock on private property.
Parking for multiple owner docks required within 200' or at closest 

possible location on private property.

Parking for multiple owner docks required within 400' 
or at closest possible location on private property. 
Allow expansion of non-traditional parking area 

easements on government to accommodate parking 
for additional boat slips.

Parking for multiple owner docks allowed to be created
on government property.

Dock Structure (type/size)

CARRYING CAPACITY Not needed because there will be no new docks.
Cap number of slips via future study to determine 

capacity (not currently planned).
Cap at 30,806 access opportunities.

Cap number of slips via rezoning 
restrictions (no new LDA until 

existing is full and carrying 
capacity completed).

None. None.

PWC LIFTS No new PWC lifts allowed on the outside of docks. No PWC lifts allowed on outside of docks. PWC lifts to be allowed on the outside of docks, shoreside only, and in slips.

SWIM DECKS No new swim decks allowed. Allow swim decks, max 10' by length of dock.

SOLAR POWER
Phase in solar/alternative power only (remove all land based electric service to private/community docks) –

Conversion must be complete by Dec. 31, 2027.
Solar/alternative power only required for new service.

Phase in solar/alternative power only (remove all land based electric service to private/community docks)
– Conversion must be complete by Dec. 31, 2027.

SLIP BOARDING OVER No new allowed. Allow slip boarding up to 6'.

DOCK ENTRANCE WALKWAY No new or changes allowed. Dock entrance ramp maximum 60' foot.

MINIMUM & MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SLIPS PER DOCK No new or changes allowed. Minimum 1 slip, maximum 2 slips. Minimum 12 slips, maximum 20 slips. Minimum 1 slip, maximum 20 slips. Allow 1 slip minimum dock only where larger dock can't fit in zoning, 20 slip maximum.

MINIMUM WATER DEPTH FOR NEW DOCK/SLIP PLACEMENT No new or changes allowed. Minimum water depth for new dock/slip placement is 8 feet.

PARALLEL VS. PERPENDICULAR MOORED DOCKS No new or changes allowed. Do not allow new parallel docks. Allow new parallel and perpendicular docks.

COURTESY DOCK No new or changes allowed. Allow new courtesy docks in LDA. Allow new courtesy docks in LDA & Marina Buffer Allow new courtesy docks in LDA.

STAND ALONE SWIM DOCKS Do not allow new swim docks. Allow new swim docks in LDA

MAXIMUM SLIP SIZE 12' x 30' 14' x 30' 12' x 30'

EXCEEDING THE SLIP No boat, lift or other appurtenance may exceed the length of the slip.  Existing will be grandfathered.

BOATS WITH MSD Boats with Marina Sanitation Devices (MSD) must be moored in commercial marinas.  Existing boats housed in private/community docks will be grandfathered.

Permitting Admin Process

WHO CAN BE A PERMITTEE Individual or Dock Association (can only be permittee of 1 dock) Individual or Dock Association (can be permitee of multiple docks).

WHO CAN BE A SLIP OWNER Adjacent landowers only in new docks.  Anyone in existing docks. Anyone

RENEWAL INSPECTOR PROGRAM Renewal inspections completed by Park Rangers once every 5-years prior to permit renewal.

NUMBER OF SLIPS PER PERSON Allow ownership of only 2-slips per individual or family. Allow someone to own unlimited number of slips

NUMBER OF PERSONS PER SLIP Allow ownership by only an individual or married couple.
Allow ownership by an individual, 

married couple,
or trust.

Allow multiple owners in one boat slip (co-owners, trust, etc).

SLIP OWNER/BOAT REGISTRATION UPDATES Do not require proof (i.e. Bill of Sale and Boat Registration Certificate).
Require proof (i.e. Bill of Sale and Boat Registration 

Certificate) Do not require proof (i.e. Bill of Sale and Boat Registration Certificate).

NEW SLIP BOAT REQUIREMENTS None allowed. Boat ownership (registration certificate) required, boat must be 70% length of proposed slip. Boat ownership (registration certificate) required, but no minimum boat size.

DOCK PLANS No new or changes allowed.
Require slip boarding, dock lockers, roof extensions, PWC lifts, solar battery storage, etc. (as allowed by specific Alternative) to be shown on the dock plans.  Plans must be 

provided digitally.

DOCK MODIFICATION REQUESTS No new docks or changes to existing docks allowed.
Require 100% owner approval in writing for any dock 

modification

Require majority owner approval, including slips most 
affected, in writing for any dock modification.  100% 
owner approval required for changes to entire dock.

Require any request for dock modification to come from the permittee only, with written approval of a 
majority of the slip owners.  Only accept one modification during each permit term.

NEW DOCKS OVER/ADJOINING FLOWAGE EASEMENT No new docks or changes to existing docks allowed.
Allow placement of dock adjoining flowage easement/inundated property with requirement for access easement for all slip owners current and future.  Provided the location 

meets all other requirements.

Dock entrance ramp maximum 60’. None specified, Ranger discretion.

Minimum water depth for new dock/slip placement is 
8’. None specified, Ranger discretion.

Parallel or perpendicular docks allowed.



VEGETATION MODIFICATION & OTHER IN ALTERNATIVES

MANAGEMENT MEASUREMENTS 1- NO GROWTH
2- BENEFIT GENERAL PUBLIC 

USE

3- NO ACTION

(1996 PLAN)

4- NEUTRAL CHANGE

(PREFERRED PLAN)

5- ACCELERATED PRIVATE 

DEVELOPMENT
6- MAXIMUM PRIVATE GROWTH

Vegetation Modification

MOWING DISTANCE No new mowing permits. Mowing/Underbrushing limited to a maximum acreage. Mowing/Underbrushing allowed up to a maximum of  200' from home. Mowing/Underbrushing allowed up to a maximum of  200' from the boundary line under a general permit.

MOWING ACROSS A BREAK IN VEGETATION
Do not allow mowing across any natural or manmade break in vegetation (creek, road, electric distribution 

line).
Ranger Discretion.

Do not allow mowing across any 
natural or manmade break in 

vegetation (creek, road, electric 
distribution line).

Allow mowing to cross only minor roads.

DELINEATION OF BOUNDARY Same as Alternatives 4-6 as it applies to renewals.
Require landowner to survey boundary prior to permit 

issuance. When a potential encroachment/trespass is suspected, require landowner to survey boundary prior to permit issuance (to include renewals).

TREE LIMBING Allow limbing of only dead limbs that pose hazards to structures, walking paths or permitted mowing areas. Allow limbing of healthy cedar trees up to 25% of the canopy within permited mowing area.

UNDERBRUSH REMOVAL Allow removal of non-flowering trees less than 2" diameter breast height within the permitted mowing area.
Allow removal of non-flowering trees less than 2“ in diameter and cedar trees less than 3” in diameter at 

ground level within permitted mowing area.

CEDAR TREE REMOVAL Allow removal of cedar trees less than 2" diameter breast height within permitted mowing area.
Allow removal of cedar trees less 
than 3" at ground level within the 

permitted mowing area.
Allow cedar tree removal with required tree or native grass mitigation within the permitted mowing area.

DEAD TREE REMOVAL Allow removal of dead trees that are hazards to structures and/or paths. Allow removal of dead trees that are hazards to structures, paths, or in permitted mowing areas.

TREE DENSITY Require a minimum tree density. No minimum tree density requirement.

VEGETATION REMOVAL FOR DOCK 

MAINTENANCE
Mowing/Underbrushing limited to 3' path for dock cables and a 6' wide meandering walking path. None specified.  Ranger discretion. Mowing/Underbrushing limited to 6' path for dock cables and a 6' wide meandering walking path.

WALKING PATHS

Low Density & Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Paths both meandering.  Low Density allowed 6' wide 
wood bark/mulch path materials.  ESA paths have no path materials, no vegetation modification, foot path 

only.

Low Density paths maximum 6' wide, meandering, 
path materials wood bark/mulch or creek gravel.  No 

specifications for ESA paths.

Low Density 6' wide & ESA Paths 3' 
wide, both meandering.  Low 

Density allowed wood bark/mulch 
path materials.  No path materials 

allowed for ESA paths.

Low Density & ESA Paths both 6' wide meandering.  Low Density allowed wood bark/mulch path materials.  
No path materials allowed for ESA paths.

EQUIPMENT/TOOLS Hand tools only. Turf tired riding lawn mowers and hand tools.  Tractors with special permission.

Other

GOLF CART USE
Allow turf tired golf cart or other low impact turf tired vehicle on approved paths in Low Density areas, requires proof of need and written 

permission.
Same as Alt 1-4 but do not require written permission. Must have proof of need during use.

STEP/STAIRS No new steps or stairs allowed.
Steps/Stair to a dock allowed when slope is at least 

20%. No new steps or stairs allowed.

TRAMWAYS No new tramways allowed. Allow new tramways.

SKI COURSES Do not allow any new courses, allow renewal of existing. Allow new ski courses.

BUOYS No "no wake" or mooring buoys allowed.  Missouri State Highway Patrol approved “no wake” signs on dock will be allowed.
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Location Specific Requests 
	

 Why	were	huge	rocks	placed	along	the	boat	ramps	in	the	Corps’	park	near	Cape	Fair,	MO?	

 We	own	a	250‐acre	subdivision,	Serenity	Cove	Estates.	We	were	told	they	had	enough	red	
line	boat	dock	zoning	for	50+	slips	in	2006.	Now	we	have	been	told	they	do	not.	

 Remove	large	rocks	at	Campbell	Point	Marina.	

 Kimberling	City	needs	a	public	use	facility,	Mill	Creek	would	be	the	best	place.	

 Weeds	and	trees	at	Campbell	Point	are	overgrown.	Large	rocks	at	boat	launch	are	horrible.			

 Commercial	docks	use	heavy	construction	equipment	that	tears	up	gravel	parking	lots	on	
Corps	property	and	ignore	their	responsibility	to	repair	them.	(P.O.K.	at	Dock	51).	

 Concerns	of	Long	Creek	Campground	development	and	the	expansion	of	campground	area	
over	and	above	the	current	41	campground	sites.	Development	of	additional	campground	
sites	would	affect	erosion	of	area	which	currently	flows	onto	our	property	(938	Long	Creek	
Road,	Ridgedale,	MO)	during	heavy	rainfall.	

 As	stated	in	your	draft,	we	have	LDA	dock	zoning	in	front	of	our	house	(563	Van	Miller	Drive,	
Galena,	MO).	We	would	like	to	add	a	single	stall	dock.	It	appears	we	have	enough	room	to	do	
it.	

 My	father's	property	down	Sterling	Oaks	Rd.	(down	Talking	Rocks	Rd)	Branson	West	with	
4,000	feet	of	shoreline	has	been	arbitrarily	singled	out	and	prohibited	to	have	any	access	to	
the	lake.	Would	like	at	least	path	to	lake	and	courtesy	dock.	

 I	currently	own	the	property	across	from	Pizza	Hut	in	Shell	Knob.	The	property	has	
approximately	900	ft	of	lakefront	access	along	the	cove	(Map	13	of	63,	Plate	11,	Sec.	15,	
appox.	lat/lon	of	property	is	N	36.37.5,	W	95.77.1).	According	to	old	plats,	the	property	is	
zoned	for	"no	docks"	and	is	currently	under	a	"vegetative	permit"	(#2926	Vegetative	Permit)	
restriction.	I	don't	understand	why	this	property	is	restricted	by	a	"no	dock"	and	"vegetative	
permit"	only	limit.	Updating	the	Corps	MP	to	redesignate	my	property	a	Limited	
Development	Area	with	the	ability	to	obtain	a	dock	permit	would	support	the	community	to	
continue	to	grow.	

 Kings	River	Camping	and	Rentals	LLC,	26750	Buckingham	Pl,	Shell	Knob,	MO.	This	plan	
doesn't	help	our	resort.	We	would	like	to	be	able	to	clean	our	beach	area	for	our	guests.	We	
would	like	to	put	in	a	boat	ramp.	Our	place	is	classified	as	protected.	How	can	we	go	about	
rezoning	our	area?	Would	like	to	be	rezoned	to	LDA	and	get	a	resort	lease.	

 Property	number	15‐1.0‐11‐000‐000‐005	from	the	2015	Stone	County	real	estate	property	
tax	receipt.		It	appears	on	the	master	plan	map	that	the	shoreline	designation	for	our	
neighbors	across	the	cover	is	coded	with	the	yellow	color	while	our	property	is	bright	green.	
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The	properties	are	very	similar.	Shouldn't	our	shoreline	be	the	same	designation	as	the	Tom	
and	Bev	Rees	property	across	the	cove?	

 Request	to	be	zoned	for	LDA	in	the	area	of	Table	Rock	Lake	in	John's	Branch	Cove	across	the	
cove	from	Zone	336	on	your	lake	map.	The	property	owners	of	Eagle	Bluff	Estates	and	
Harmony	Hills	Estate	would	then	be	able	to	install	a	dock.	

 This	allows	me	to	apply	for,	and	most	likely	construct,	a	new	private	dock	directly	behind	my	
lake	home	(734	Heather	Row,	Reeds	Spring,	MO).	

 Delay	in	getting	response	to	replace	existing	dock	that	is	old	wooden	dock.	Application	
submitted.	Treasure	Point	Boat	Dock,	Lampe,	MO.	

 The	red	line	segment	with	zone	i.d.	000.7	is	underneath	a	power	line.	It	is	unusable.	The	dock	
zoning	could	be	used,	however,	if	zone	i.d.	000.7	was	switched	to	the	opposite	size	of	the	
cove.	The	red	line	segment	with	zone	i.d.	001	lies	partly	underneath	a	power	line,	making	the	
zone	partly	unusable.	If	red	line	zone	001	was	moved	further	into	the	cove	(away	from	the	
main	channel)	this	would	take	the	zone	out	from	underneath	power	lines	and	make	
development	of	a	new	dock	possible.	

 It	appears	that	the	environmentally	sensitive	areas	were	determined	based	on	current	land	
use	in	2014.	Our	location	(Liberty	Plantation	Wedding	Event	Center,	224	Bass	Bend	Trail,	
Cape	Fair,	MO)	was	under	construction	at	that	time.	We	are	now	unable	to	obtain	a	brush	or	
mow	permit	that	would	allow	us	to	give	our	patrons	a	view	of	the	lake.	But	it	appears	that	
other	commercial	properties	were	given	at	a	minimum	rating	of	"low	density".	

 We	own	a	boat	slip	at	352	Hobbs	Hollow,	Slip	#19	Shell	Knob,	MO.	We	understand	that	the	
dock	at	343	Hobbs	Hollow,	Shell	Knob,	MO	is	wanting	to	expand	the	dock	by	adding	4	slips.	
That	would	make	it	impossible	for	us	to	get	our	house	boat	out	and	very	unsafe.	The	best	
solution	is	for	their	dock	to	be	moved	to	the	east	side	of	the	public	boat	ramp.	

 Primary	concern	is	Big	Cedar	Development	of	Long	Creek	Campground	and	impact	it	will	
have	on	our	adjoining	property	at	938	Long	Creek	Road.	We	are	extremely	opposed	to	further	
development	beyond	the	47	campsites	at	the	Long	Creek	Campground.	

 27275	Glade	Rock	Lane,	Shell	Knob,	MO.	The	red	zone	area	across	our	cove	is	a	wasted	area.	
The	resort	owns	the	area.	They	already	have	their	own	dock.	Moving	the	red	zone	across	the	
cover	shows	more	thoughtfulness	for	use.	There	are	14	residences	on	this	side	of	the	cove.	
The	community	dock	has	20	slips	which	have	been	full	for	many	years.	I	am	requesting	a	2	
slip	dock	which	would	have	very	little	impact	on	the	shore	management.	

 945	Parkview	Drive,	Hollister,	MO.	Not	being	able	to	put	in	a	private	boat	dock	because	we	
are	in	the	yellow	zone	and	close	to	the	marina.	We	just	bought	this	property	last	September	
and	didn't	realize	we	couldn't	get	a	boat	dock	in	this	area.	

 Cricket	Creek	Cove,	Lot	#15	Bnair	Branch	subdivision,	Boone	County,	Arkansas.	Want	to	get	a	
permit	to	build	a	dock	on	their	property.	
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 Our	neighborhood	(Poverty	Point/Dale	Ave)	boat	launch	ramp	is	being	used	as	a	beach,	
campsite,	parking,	and	used	commercially	by	the	local	kayak	rental	and	by	Kanakuk	Camp.	
Cleanup	is	left	to	residents	and	we	need	you	to	help	us	make	our	neighborhood	safe	again.	

 Boat	ramp	and	tall	weeds	in	Paradise	Point	(off	Potential	Drive).	The	boat	ramp	is	now	home	
to	vagrants	putting	up	tents	and	nonresidents	using	the	ramp	as	a	public	beach.	Trash	of	all	
kinds,	included	used	needles,	is	being	left	behind	for	the	residents	to	clean	up.	Crime	in	the	
area	has	escalated.	The	open	area	has	turned	into	a	bug	infested	blight	on	the	neighborhood.	
It’s	dangerous	for	adults,	but	even	more	so	for	children.	

 Campbell's	Point.	I	have	a	vegetation	permit	and	I	live	in	a	buffer	association.	My	husband	
died	and	my	permit	expired	and	now	they	won't	let	me	renew	it.	Why?	Are	the	Corps	going	to	
allow	me	to	renew	that	since	I	live	in	a	buffer	zone?	

 The	docks	in	the	Kimberling	City	are	not	fully	compliant	with	the	removal	of	styrofoam	and	
replacement	of	encapsulated	floats.	I	was	told	that	Port	of	Kimberling	was	granted	a	delay	but	
I	don't	understand	why	and	for	how	long.	These	are	commercial	docks	and	the	only	
styrofoam	replaced	are	areas	that	are	visible	from	the	shoreline	and	the	lake,	overall	the	
docks	labeled	Pier	61,	62,	63,	64	are	still	primarily	styrofoam?	I	feel	the	Corps	should	look	
into	why	these	docks	are	not	compliant	and	make	sure	this	is	corrected.	

 Could	a	sign	or	notice	be	placed	at	the	Big	Indian	access	advising	visitors	not	to	leave	garage?	
We	understand	that	the	park	was	closed	years	ago,	but	the	ramp	is	still	open.	There	is	a	lot	of	
partying	that	goes	on	down	there,	and	a	lot	of	garbage	is	dumped.	

 Styrofoam	blocks	may	be	originating	from	a	very	large	old	abandoned	looking	dock	near	the	
Baxter	boat	dock	and	marina.	Large	blocks	of	styrofoam	have	washed	up	on	our	property	at	
89	Williams	Lane.	The	styrofoam	is	everywhere,	even	under	docks	near	Campbell	Point	
Marina.	

 We	are	requesting	the	SMP	proposed	community	dock	zoning	change	for	Lake	Forest	Hills	
subdivision	located	on	Talking	Rocks	Road	near	Branson	West,	MO	be	returned	to	current	
status,	thus	continuing	to	allow	zoning	for	our	second	community	dock.	

 I	own	an	interest	in	property	located	in	Sections	21	and	16	of	Township	22,	Range	24,	Stone	
County,	MO.	The	property	which	I	own	an	interest	in	and	the	adjacent	properties	have	little	
or	no	boat	dock	zoning.	Specifically	between	Limited	Development	Area	432	and	LDA	434,	a	
distance	of	approximately	4.3	miles	there	is	only	406	feet	of	LDA	which	allows	boat	docks.	I	
would	request	that	the	Corps	consider	allocating	a	portion	of	the	LDA	and	dock	zoning	which	
is	being	allocated	to	the	north	side	of	the	cove	that	is	located	immediately	west	of	Point	
Marker	#19.	

 I	am	considering	a	property	off	DD	Highway	and	wated	to	inquire	about	the	possibility	of	
placing	a	new	dock.	The	property	is	9	Memory	Lane	which	is	a	parcel	that	is	triangular	and	
not	waterfront.	The	sale	will	include	the	parcel	just	to	the	south	which	is	waterfront	(Parcel	
14‐1.0‐01‐000‐000‐028.008	Stone	County	assessor).	There	is	an	area	at	the	bottom	of	
Lancelot	Lane	that	is	adjacent	to	this	property	prior	to	the	road	turning	back	north	that	I	am	
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inquiring	about.	Would	there	be	an	possibility	to	add	a	future	dock	to	this	part	of	the	lake?	If	
not,	at	this	location,	would	any	part	of	that	cove	possibly	be	a	potential	site?	

 Sumac	overgrowth	returning	to	shoreline	near	our	property	at	3346	Long	Bend	Road,	Galena,	
MO.	What	would	we	need	to	do,	or	is	it	something	the	Corps	would	even	consider,	to	seek	
permission	to	once	again	clear	out	the	growth	of	this	invasive	weed/brush	along	the	point	
near	our	home?	

 The	property	purchased	(2031‐3‐3	on	the	Corp	map)	was	confirmed	to	have	zoning	for	
"limited	development	area"	(163.5	on	the	Corp	map).	Now,	the	Corp	is	considering	removal	of	
my	zoning	due	to	not	having	had	a	dock	already	built	on	the	site.	The	proposed	map	indicated	
my	location	as	being	a	"Neutral	Change.	Alt	4	Preferred".	While	my	property	is	on	the	market	
for	sale,	I	respectfully	request	that	the	Corp	reinstate	the	zoning	which	has	been	in	place	
since	1996,	and	designate	it	as	a	"limited	development	area".	

 We	own	properties	at	372	Tina	St	and	408	Tina	St	in	Hollister.	We	are	in	a	cove	across	from	
State	Park	Marina	along	with	many	homes	that	have	been	using	and	enjoying	the	lake	
shoreline	of	years.	We	would	just	like	to	be	able	to	get	our	permit	to	mow	the	Corp	property	
behind	our	lots.	We	have	called	multiple	times	to	find	out	when	we	can	purchase	our	mowing	
permits,	but	keep	being	told	not	yet.	

 Rock	Creek.	Many	docks	have	been	put	in	over	the	past	10	years.	The	docks	are	not	the	
problem,	it’s	the	people,	they	never	leave	the	creek	and	go	out	on	the	main	lake	which	means	
we	have	sometimes	10	or	more	boats,	wave	runners,	and	wake	boats.	They	all	go	round	and	
round	in	an	area	probably	no	bigger	than	40	acres.	I	own	2	slips	on	a	4	slip	dock	all	up	to	
code.	I	have	repaired	this	dock	almost	yearly	due	to	boats	coming	too	close.	I	would	like	to	
see	the	Lake	Patrol	come	up	the	creek	more	often.	I	would	also	like	to	see	a	noise	ordinance	
go	into	effect	and	a	no‐wake	zone	starting	at	the	Big	M	Satellite	Dock.	

 I	am	a	landowner	at	latitude	36.687491	longitude	‐93.483397,	just	285	feet	due	east	of	the	
USACE	property	line.	There	is	an	extreme	lack	of	Red	Line	Dock	Zoning	around	here.		There	is	
virtually	no	Red	Line	Dock	Zoning	in	our	cove.		We	need	more	Red	Line	Dock	Zoning	at	
approximately	760	feet	south/southwest	of	LDA	163,	from	LAT	36.687542		LONG	‐93.484985	
to	LAT	36.687022	LONG	‐93.484733.		Lake	Channel	width	at	the	narrowest	point	is	
approximately	260’	and	increases	from	there.		With	proper	Red	Line	Dock	Zoning,	we	could	
build	a	much‐needed	community	dock	there.		I	would	be	willing	to	provide	a	permanent	
parking	easement	on	my	property,	and	slip	owners	could	have	access	via	the	permanent	
public	fire	road	that	is	due	west	of	my	property	that	runs	all	the	way	to	the	USACE	property.	
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