PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers. | ..o Rock District Published: June 23, 2026
Permit Application Expires: July 20, 2026
No. SWL 2026-00126

Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE),
Little Rock District has received an application for a Department of the Army (DA) permit
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S. Code 1344). The purpose of
this public notice is to solicit comments from the public and information necessary to
evaluate the probable impact on the public interest regarding the proposed activity as
described below and as shown on the enclosed drawings.

APPLICANT: Mr. Kevin Rice
Union Pacific Railroad
1400 Douglas Street
Stop 0910
Omaha, NE 68179

LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY: The project would affect waters of the United
States associated with wetlands and unnamed tributaries to the Arkansas River. The
proposed project is located in sections 25 and 36, T. 2 N., R. 12 W. and sections 29 and
30, T.2N., R. 11 W., at Latitude 34.7710821° and Longitude -92.235631°, in North
Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas.

PROPOSED ACTIVITY: The applicant is requesting a DA permit for work, including the
placement of dredged and fill material, in waters of the United States associated with
the Union Pacific Railroad, North Little Rock Departure Yard Expansion. The project is
proposed along the north side of the existing North Little Rock Yard and includes slightly
shifting the alignment of two existing tracks (308/309) and extending them west, shifting
the transition/switch points of six internal yard tracks (tracks 302-307), and constructing
a new yard track (310) immediately north of Track 309. An existing access road is
located along the length of the north side of the yard. With the construction of Track
310, the access road will be shifted/realigned to the north side of the proposed Track
310. The construction of Track 310 and access road realignment will require the 81-foot
extension of an existing 10-foot by 12-foot reinforced concrete box (RCB) culvert and
the construction of a new 4-span, 76-foot-long Prestressed Concrete Box (PCB) Girder
Bridge. The proposed construction will require updated features to support the required
changes to the yards stormwater management system. Currently, there are two
stormwater detention ponds located along the north side of the yard. The existing
western stormwater detention pond will be relocated slightly east and made larger, and
a new stormwater detention pond is proposed immediately east of the box culvert
extension. The existing eastern stormwater detention pond will be expanded at its
current location, and a new, small stormwater detention pond is proposed near the east
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end of the project. Existing ditch lines will be realigned to support the proposed
stormwater pond changes. Proposed impacts include:

-Channel 2, a perennial stream, will have 81 linear feet of permanent impact for the
extension of the 10-foot by 12-foot RCB culvert. Channel 2 will also have 85.5 linear
feet of temporary impact for the cast-in-place construction efforts of the RCB culvert.
Temporary impacts will result from the temporary dewatering of the channel. A
temporary cofferdam will be installed upstream of the proposed extension. Water will be
diverted via a pump system from upstream of the cofferdam to within the existing culvert
inlet for the duration of the culvert construction.

-Channel 3, a perennial stream, will have 76 linear feet of temporary impact for the
construction of a new bridge. Temporary impacts will result from the use of a temporary
causeway. The temporary causeway will be constructed out of rock riprap and
Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP) culverts. The number and sizing of CMP culverts will be
determined at the time of construction to support existing site conditions. No permanent
fill is proposed within Channel 3. The substructure of the proposed bridge consists of
standard H-piles and rock riprap stabilization measures that will be placed outside of the
existing ordinary high water mark.

-Wetlands 4, 5, and 6, forested wetlands, will have a combined 2.82 acres of permanent
impact. Permanent impacts will be a result of grading/fill for the new track and access
road realignment, grading/cut from the ditch realignment, and vegetation removal for
general construction access/use. No temporary impacts are proposed for Wetlands 4, 5,
and 6.

In summary, the project will result in 81 linear feet of permanent impact to perennial
stream (Channel 2), 162 linear feet of temporary impact to perennial stream (Channels
2 and 3), and 2.82 acres of permanent impact to forested wetland (Wetlands 4, 5, and
6).

AVOIDANCE AND MITIGATION: The applicant has provided the following information
to explain how impacts to waters of the United States associated with the proposed
activity are to be avoided and/or minimized. The project identified 12.72 acres of
forested wetland and is proposing to permanently impact 2.82 acres,
preserving/avoiding the remaining 9.9 acres. The project identified 1,085.5 linear feet of
perennial stream and is proposing to permanently impact 81 linear feet, preserving the
remaining 1,004.5 linear feet. Impacts to wetlands and streams are being minimized to
the maximum extent practicable. Earlier design iterations had additional grading/tracks
planned. However, to minimize overall impacts of the project, these features were
removed, reducing estimated impacts from 4.09 acres of wetland impacts down to the
proposed 2.82 acres. This also decreased the overall impacts to the perennial streams.
The project will also be restricting the construction areas within the wetland to maximum
extent practicable (1.23 acres of the proposed 2.82 acres). These 1.23 acres will be
cleared for construction use but will be allowed to revegetate naturally overtime once
construction is complete. The project will maintain the stream flow diversion until the
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new culvert extension is installed and fully functional. All temporary materials will be
removed, and then the cofferdam will be removed to restore the natural flow.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant proposes to mitigate for unavoidable
impacts by purchasing stream and wetland credits from an approved mitigation bank
that services the area..

The USACE will determine the type and amount of compensatory mitigation necessary
to offset losses of waters of the United States which may result from the proposed
activity in accordance with 33 CFR § 332.

HISTORIC PROPERTIES/CULTURAL RESOURCES: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108), requires Federal
agencies to consult with the appropriate State and/or Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers to take into account the effects of actions they undertake or permit on historic
properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

The USACE is evaluating the undertaking for effects to historic properties as required
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. This public notice serves to
inform the public of the proposed undertaking and invites comments including those
from local, State, and Federal government agencies with respect to historic resources.

The USACE's final eligibility and effect determination relative to historic resource
impacts may be subject to additional coordination with the State Historic Preservation
Officer, federally recognized tribes, and other interested parties, and with full
consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on
historic properties within the USACE-identified permit area.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C.
§ 1536) requires federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on all actions that may affect a
species listed (or proposed for listing) under the ESA as threatened or endangered or
that may adversely modify designated critical habitat (or critical habitat proposed such
designation). USACE's preliminary review indicates the described activity may affect a
threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat. USACE will complete
the required consultation under Section 7 prior to finalizing a permit decision.

This notice serves as request to the USFWS for any additional information on whether
any listed or proposed to be listed endangered or threatened species or critical habitat
may be present in the area which would be affected by the proposed activity.

NAVIGATION: The proposed structure or activity is not located in the vicinity of a
federal navigation channel.
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SECTION 408: The applicant will not require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. § 408) because the activity, in whole or in part,
would not alter, occupy, or use a USACE Civil Works project.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: An Individual Water Quality Certification may be
required from the Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment, Division of
Environmental Quality pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §
1341).

Water Quality Certification. The Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 Certification Rule
(Certification Rule, 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 121), effective
November 27, 2023, requires certification for any license or permit that authorizes an
activity that may result in a discharge. The scope of a CWA Section 401 certification is
limited to assuring that a discharge from a Federally licensed or permitted activity will
comply with water quality requirements. The applicant is solely responsible for
requesting certification and providing required information to the certifying agency. As of
the date of this public notice, the applicant has not submitted a certification request to
the Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment, Division of Environmental Quality
(certifying authority). In accordance with Certification Rule Part 121.6, the Corps and the
Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment, Division of Environmental Quality
have determined the reasonable period of time for the certifying agency to act upon the
certification request is 120 days once the applicant submits a certification request to the
certifying agency. In accordance with Certification Rule Part 121.12, the Corps will notify
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator when it has received the
subject certification. The Administrator is responsible for determining if the discharge
may affect water quality in a neighboring jurisdiction. The DA permit may not be issued
pending the conclusion of the Administrator's determination of effects on neighboring
jurisdictions.

NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS: Coordination with the U.S. Forest Service
may be initiated pursuant to Section 7 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. §
1278).

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with
laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The geographic extent of aquatic
resources within the proposed project area that either are, or are presumed to be, within
the USACE jurisdiction has not been verified by USACE personnel.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation
of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics,
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aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the
activity on the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated
by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), under authority of
Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act or the criteria established under authority of
Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A
permit will be granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public’s interest.

COMMENTS: The USACE is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Tribal Nations; and other interested parties in order to
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will
be considered by the USACE to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny
a permit for this proposed activity. To make this determination, comments are used to
assess impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity. Any comments or objections which are received during
this period may be forwarded to the applicant for possible resolution before the
determination is made whether to issue or deny the requested permit. Please note that
all comments received will become part of the administrative record and are subject to
public release under the Freedom of Information Act.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice,
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing.

The Little Rock District will receive written comments on the proposed activity, as
outlined above, until July 20, 2026. Comments should be submitted electronically via
the Regulatory Request System (RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/public-notices.
Alternatively, you may submit comments to John Bridgeman at
John.Bridgeman@usace.army.mil or U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District,
Attention: John Bridgeman, PO Box 867, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-0867. Please
refer to “SWL 2026-00126" in your comments.

NOTE: The mailing list for this Public Notice is arranged by state and county(s) where
the project is located and includes any addressees who have asked to receive copies of
all public notices. Please discard notices that are not of interest to you. If you have no
need for any of these notices, please advise us so that your name can be removed from
the mailing list.


https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/public-notices

Enclosures

Approximate Coordinates of Project Center

Latitude: 34.7710821° Longitude: -92.235631°

UTM Zone: 15N North: 3847923.50 East: 569944.36
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ABBREVIATIONS

MISCELLANEOUS
AC. ACRES
AVE. AVENUE
BLVD.  BOULEVARD
BLDG.  BUILDING
BNSF  BNSF RAILWAY
cY. CUBIC YARDS
CONC.  CONCRETE

DEGREE (S)
DIA. DIAMETER
DR. DRIVE
DWG.  DRAWING
E EAST
ELEV.  ELEVATION
EXIST.  EXISTING

FOOT, FEET OR MINUTE (S)
F.S. FINISHED SURFACE
HORIZ.  HORIZONTAL

INCH, INCHES OR SECOND (S)
INV. INVERT
LT. LEFT
L LENGTH
LF. LINEAL FEET
MAX.  MAXIMUM
MIN. MINIMUM
N NORTH
NTS NOT TO SCALE
NO. NUMBER
OH OVERHEAD
PROP. PROPOSED
RR RAILROAD
RWY RAILWAY
RIW RIGHT OF WAY
RT. RIGHT
) SOUTH
SF. SQUARE FEET
STA.  STATION
STD. STANDARD
ST. STREET
TWP.  TOWNSHIP
TYP. TYPICAL
UG UNDERGROUND
UPRR  UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
v VELOCITY
WT. WEIGHT
w WEST
X-ING  CROSSING
SIGNAL
ABS AUTOMATIC BLOCK SIGNAL
ATC AUTOMATIC TRAIN CONTROL
cTC CENTRALIZED TRAFFIC CONTROL
DED DRAGGING EQUIPMENT DETECTOR
DTC DIRECT TRAFFIC CONTROL
ELTO  ELECTRIC LOCK TURNOUT
HBD HOT BOX DETECTOR
HTTO  HAND THROW TURNOUT
HWD  HIGH WIDE DECTECTOR
POTO  POWER OPERATED TURNOUT
TWC TRACK WARRANT CONTROL
WILD  WHEEL IMPACT LOAD DECTECTOR

STRUCTURES

BLDG. BUILDING

BR. BRIDGE

CB CATCH BASIN

CPT CONCRETE PILE TRESTLE - BALLAST DECK
CIP CAST IRON PIPE

CMP CORRUGATED METAL PIPE

CMPA CORRUGATED METAL PIPE ARCH
CsP CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

CULV. CULVERT

DI DROP INLET

DPGBD DECK PLATE GIRDER - BALLAST DECK
DPGOD DECKPLATE GIRDER - OPEN DECK
EBW EAST BACKWALL

F.L FLOWLINE

F.F. FINISHED FLOOR

GIP GALVANIZED IRON PIPE

HDWL HEADWALL

NBW NORTH BACKWALL

PCB PRESTRESSED CONCRETE BOX
PSCT PRESTRESSED CONCRETE TRESTLE
RCA REINFORCED CONCRETE ARCH

RCB REINFORCED CONCRETE BOX

RCP REINFORCED CONCRETE PIPE

SBW SOUTH BACKWALL

SSP SMOOTH STEEL PIPE

SPTBD  STEEL PILE TRESTLE - BALLAST DECK
SPTOD  STEEL PILE TRESTLE - OPEN DECK
SPP STRUCTURAL PLATE PIPE

TPGBD THROUGH PLATE GIRDER - BALLAST DECK
TPGOD THROUGH PLATE GIRDER - OPEN DECK
TPTBD  TIMBER PILE TRESTLE - BALLAST DECK
TPTOD  TIMBER PILE TRESTLE - OPEN DECK
TTBD THROUGH TRUSS - BALLAST DECK
TTOD THROUGH TRUSS - OPEN DECK

TWB TREATED WOOD BOX

VCP VITRIFIED CLAY PIPE

VIAD. VIADUCT

WBW WEST BACKWALL

wWIP WROUGHT IRON PIPE

TRACK

ATR ABOVE TOP OF RAIL

ALIGN ALIGNMENT

BBR BELOW BASE OF RAIL

CNTRS. CENTERS

CWR CONTINUOUS WELDED RAIL

DSPD DOUBLE SWITCH POINT DERAIL

EOT END OF TRACK

HH HEAD HARDENED

JTD. JOINTED RAIL

LH LEFT HAND

ML MAIN LINE

MM MILE MARKER

MP MILE POST

NSC NOT SUFFICIENT CLEARANCE

OT™ OTHER TRACK MATERIAL

PCC POINT OF COMPOUND CURVE

PC POINT OF CURVE

PCS POINT OF CURVE TO SPIRAL

POC POINT ON CURVE

PF 1/2" POINT OF FROG

Pl POINT OF INTERSECTION

PITO POINT OF INTERSECTION OF TURNOUT
PS POINT OF SPIRAL

PSC POINT OF SPIRAL TO CURVE

POS POINT ON SPIRAL

PT POINT OF TANGENT

POT POINT ON TANGENT

PT. SW. POINT OF SWITCH

PVC POINT OF VERTICAL CURVE

PVI POINT OF VERTICAL INTERSECTION
PVT POINT OF VERTICAL TANGENT

RH RIGHT HAND

SH SECOND HAND

SSPD SINGLE SWITCH POINT DERAIL

TC TRACK CENTERS

TF. TRACK FEET

TRK. TRACK

UXxo UNIVERSAL CROSS-OVER

X-OVER CROSS-OVER
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SCALE
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WATER MAIN
UNDERGROUND WIRE
UNDER DRAIN

VALVE

MANHOLE

CATCH BASIN

FIRE HYDRANT
JUNCTION BOX
ELECTRIC METER

GAS METER

WATER METER
MONITORING WELL
PUMP

EXISTING MAINLINE
EXISTING SIDING
R SPUR
PROPOSED
REMOVE
SHIFT
RELAY
SURFACE & LINE
FUTURE
FOREIGN RAILROAD OR INDUSTRY

IN BUILDINGS OR
UNDER STRUCTURES

TURNOUT

POWER TURNOUT

BUMPING POST

EARTHEN BUMPER

INERT RETARDER

DOWTY RETARDER

HAYES DERAIL

DOUBLE SWITCH POINT DERAIL

SECTION LINE

CENTER SECTION LINE
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RIGHT OF WAY

FORMER RIGHT OF WAY
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- PRELIMINARY -

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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= FLASHING LIGHT WARNING DEVICE
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SIGNAL
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SIGNAL BRIDGE

CANTILEVER SIGNAL
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DWARF SIGNAL

? BEGIN CTC

4
MICROWAVE TOWER

CAEI AEI
BATTERY BOX
- DRAGGING EQUIPMENT DETECTOR
GEN GENERATOR
® HOT BOX DETECTOR
STRUCTURES
CULVERT

)=( CULVERT WITH HEADWALLS
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—]E[— RAILROAD BRIDGE

HIGHWAY OVERPASS
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4 BUILDING
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Water Pump/Diversion

Sheet Pile
Cofferdam typ.

Maximum Distance Limits
Cofferdam typ.

Apprx.
Water Line

Earthen Material/Rock OR Sandbag
Cofferdam typ.

Existing Culvert 342.75

Apprx. ,
Ground Line

Stream bed

Proposed /

Culvert Extension

j

Existing Culvert 342.75

Typical Culvert Construction Description

Details subject to change based on contractor preference and
conditions at the time of construction. General practices will not
change.

Contractor implements flow diversion measures; maintains flow
through construction duration (i.e. installation of cofferdam and water
pump/diversion mechanism).

Water is diverted from upstream of cofferdam to within the existing
culvert, downstream of a berm to prevent back-flow into the work area.

Drill holes into the existing culvert face and install dowels into the
existing culvert extending into the proposed cast-in-place concrete.

Complete subgrade preparation and excavate to design limits for the
new culvert installation.

Construct the cast-in-place concrete culvert extension. Water diversion
route is subject to change based on progression of culvert construction
with ultimate outflow location consistent within the existing culvert.

Maintain flow d/Action No.: SWL 2026-00126

f i I. All o o ge .

netona oy |Union Pacific North thfle Roclf
Departure Yard Expansion Project

Cofferdam Schematic

T.2 N, R. 12 W, Sections 25 & 36
T.2N, R. 11 W, Sections 29 & 30
June 2026 Page 7 of 24
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