
	

  

Appendix G  
Agency Scoping Comments 
	

	

    Agency Scoping Workshop Notes, Worksheets, Priorities Exercise 
    Agency Comments 
	

	

	



Table Rock Lake Agency Meeting 

Question & Answer Period 

Q – There is a disconnect between property owners, dock owners, and the Corps.  I would encourage a 

engaging a stakeholder focus group process in the MP revision so that those that live on the lake can be 

involved.  

A – There was a discussion of including focus groups and we will do our best to include the public in all 

aspects of the Master Plan 

Q – Where can we find the current Master Plan? 

A – The Corps is in the process of adding this to the website. The new version will be electronically 

available.  

Q – Is there a reason why the Master Plan is only updated every so many years? 

A – The plan is reviewed every 5 years, but a full revision is contingent on funding 

Q – Can the community provide funding? 

A – We are looking into this, but there are some legislative obstacles that have only been resolved in the 

past year.  Part of the Master Plan process is to identify funding sources and stakeholders.  

Q – Can we find out trends in comments at the public meetings? 

A – CDM Smith will prepare a publically available scoping report which will contain a summary of these 

comments.  

Q – How does this fit with the Master Planning of Beaver Lake, Bull Shoals, etc?  Have you considered 

doing a White River System Master Plan? 

A – We currently only have funding for Table Rock Lake.  We realize other lakes’ plans need to be 

updated, but we need funding for that to happen 

Q – Are the current Master Plans for those lakes available? 

A – That is an excellent idea and we can work to make those electronically available.  

Q – Is there an estimate of what it might cost for a White River Master Plan? 

A – There would be a lot of hydraulic analyses involved in such a plan.  There are many interests 

involved and this could cost over 20 million dollars.   

Q – Is there a way that the Corps can meet with counties, cities, etc. to encourage planning that would 

benefit the natural resources of the lake?  For example, encouragement of pervious areas in adjacent 

developments. 



A – There are programs including Silver Jackets that are currently working towards this goal of flood 

plain management for small communities.  We hope to include information in the Master Plan that 

helps us to address neighboring communities and how they can help with the overall vision of the lake.  







































Agency Question # 1 

 

 

• Water Quality (6) 

• Recreation (3) 

• Fishing (2) 

• Safety 

• Clean Water (8) 

• Eliminate Private Sewers 

• Balance Economics, Recreation, and Natural Resources 

• No Walk Zone 

• Noise Control (8) 

• Limit Boat Size (13) 

• Limit Growth (2) 



Agency Question # 2 

 

 

• Control Emissions 

• Clean Water (9) 

• Keep It Beautiful (4) 

• No Party Lake (2) 

• Fish Habitat (3) 

• Keep It Safe (2) 

• Water Quality (8) 

• Water Shed Health 

• Economic Engine 

• Hunting 

• Develop Responsibly (6) 

• Limit Members And Dock Size 

• Control Environment 



Agency Question # 3 

 

 

• Shoreline Control (2) 

• Improve Regulations 

• Preserve Older Plants 

• Replace Older Septic Systems (3) 

• Watershed Filters (2) 

• Parking Lot filters 

• Water Trails (2) 

• Hiking Trails (3) 

• Water Quality (10) 

• Control Pollutants 

• Better Communication With Stakeholders 

• Stabilize Lake Levels (3) 

• Condos 

• Recreation (3) 

• More Flexibility on Development at Local Levels 

• Safety (7) 

• Large Dock and Vessel Restrictions (2) 

• Erosion Control 

• More Access 





























































	

  

Appendix H  
Media Coverage of Scoping Workshops 
	

	

	





DVIDS – Atlanta, GA 

November 8, 2012 

 

 

Table Rock master plan revisions require 
temporary halt to shoreline management 
requests 

 

The Army Corps of Engineers’ Table Rock Project Office will suspend shoreline activity 

requests beginning Dec. 1 to establish a baseline of the lake for officials to use while revising its 

36-year-old master plan. 

 

Shoreline activity request will not be accepted during the master plan revision and all zoning and 

shoreline management regulations will remain in effect until the plan is complete.  

 

Three public workshops will be held to inform the public about the process used to update Table 

Rock’s master plan. 

 

The workshops will be held from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 28 at Reeds Springs 

High School in Kimberling City, Mo., and Thursday, Nov. 29 at Shell Knob Elementary School 

in Shell Knob, Mo. The workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until noon Saturday, Dec. 1 at the 

Dewey Short Visitor Center outside Branson, Mo. 

 

The Corps’ master plans are used to guide all use and development of a project’s federal public 

lands and waters for environmental stewardship and recreation related purposes, throughout its 

life.  

 

Most of Little Rock District’s master plans were completed in the 1970’s, with supplements 

added through the years to document change for that specific time.  

 

At the public meeting, representatives from the Corps of Engineers and its contractors will 

present a background on the master plan revision process to include explaining the difference 



between a master plan and a shoreline management plan. Anyone with any interest in the future 

management of Table Rock Lake is encouraged to attend.  

 

The public’s input may be provided at the workshops or during the public comment period. The 

comment period will be Nov. 14 through Dec. 14. Comments can be mailed to: Army Corps of 

Engineers, Little Rock District, ATTN: Dana Coburn, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, Ark., 72203. 

Or, you can email your comments to M4TRMP@usace.army.mil. 

 

For more information about the master plan revision process go to the following website: 

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan.htm or call Dana Coburn at 501-

324-5601. 

 

View Clip:  http://www.dvidshub.net/news/97442/table-rock-master-plan-revisions-require-

temporary-halt-shoreline-management-requests#ixzz2Bdw9rFHE 

 

 



KRZK 106.3 – Harrison, AR 

November 14, 2012 

 

 

Corps to Revise Table Rock Master Plan 

Shoreline management requests are being suspended as of December first by the Corps of 
Engineers’ Table Rock Project Office to prepare for revision of the master plan.  Environmental 
Branch Chief Dana Coburn says the Corps looks at the master plan every 5 years.  Funding is 
now available to move forward with the first revision since 1976, and workshops will be held for 
public input… 

Listen to clip: 
http://hometowndailynews.com/12569/corps to revise table rock master plan.html  

Workshops will be held at Reeds Spring High School November 28th and at Shell Knob 
Elementary School November 29th.  Both are from 6 to 8:30 p.m.  There’s also a workshop for 
the public in Branson at the Dewey Short Visitor Center on Saturday, December first from 10 
a.m. until noon.  Public comment can be provided at the workshops, or by mail or e-mail during 
the public comment period from November 14th through December 14th.  Addresses are available 
below. 

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan.htm 

M4TRMP@usace.army.mil 

Army Corps of Engineers 

Little Rock District 

ATTN:  Dana Coburn 

P.O. Box 867 

Little Rock, AR 72203 

 



Ozarks Sentinel – Branson, MO 

November 14, 2012 

 

 

Table Rock master plan revisions require temporary halt to 
shoreline management requests 

 
 
The Army Corps of Engineers’ Table Rock Project Office will suspend shoreline activity 
requests beginning Dec. 1 to establish a baseline of the lake for officials to use while revising its 
36-year-old master plan. 

Shoreline activity request will not be accepted during the master plan revision and all zoning and 
shoreline management regulations will remain in effect until the plan is complete. 

Three public workshops will be held to inform the public about the process used to update Table 
Rock’s master plan. 
The workshops will be held from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 28 at Reeds Springs 
High School in Kimberling City, Mo., and Thursday, Nov. 29 at Shell Knob Elementary School 
in Shell Knob, Mo. The workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until noon Saturday, Dec. 1 at the 
Dewey Short Visitor Center outside Branson, Mo. 

The Corps’ master plans are used to guide all use and development of a project’s federal public 
lands and waters for environmental stewardship and recreation related purposes, throughout its 
life. 

Most of Little Rock District’s master plans were completed in the 1970’s, with supplements 
added through the years to document change for that specific time. 

At the public meeting, representatives from the Corps of Engineers and its contractors will 
present a background on the master plan revision process to include explaining the difference 
between a master plan and a shoreline management plan. Anyone with any interest in the future 
management of Table Rock Lake is encouraged to attend. 

The public’s input may be provided at the workshops or during the public comment period. The 
comment period will be Nov. 14 through Dec. 14. Comments can be mailed to: Army Corps of 
Engineers, Little Rock District, ATTN: Dana Coburn, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, Ark., 72203. 
Or, you can email your comments to M4TRMP@usace.army.mil. 



For more information about the master plan revision process go to the following website: 
http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan.htm or call Dana Coburn at 501-
324-5601. 

View Clip: http://www.ozarkssentinel.com/table-rock-master-plan-revisions-require-temporary-
halt-to-shoreline-management-requests.html/  
 
 
 



Branson Tri-Lakes News – Branson, MO 
November 19, 2012 

 

 

Corps says no new Table Rock Lake 
docks, additions for at least a year  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced recently it will not accept any requests for new 

boat docks on Table Rock Lake for at least the next year. 

The Corps issued a statement that shoreline activity requests will be suspended until the lake’s 

36-year-old master plan is updated. 

The master plan update is scheduled to be complete December 2013. 

“That is our scheduled timeline, but things could change,” said Jeff Farquhar, chief ranger of 

natural resources for the Corps. 

About 90 percent of shoreline activity requests are for new boat docks or boat dock additions, 

Farquhar said. 

The permit requests are being suspended in order to establish a baseline of the lake, he said. 

“All zoning and shoreline management regulations will remain in effect until the plan is 

complete,” according to information from the Corps Little Rock District public affairs office. 

The Corps is planning three public workshops in the Tri-Lakes Area as part of its revision 

process for the plan. 

The public meetings are being held Wednesday, Nov. 28, from 6-8:30 p.m. at Reeds Springs 

High School, Thursday, Nov. 29, from 6-8:30 p.m. at Shell Knob Elementary, Shell Knob, and 

Saturday, Dec. 1, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Dewey Short Visitor Center on Missouri 165 

outside Branson. 

Table Rock is part of the Little Rock District. Most of the district’s master plans were completed 

in the 1970s. 



The lake itself was formed in 1958 by construction of a dam on the White River. 

According to the Corps, the master plan revision is needed because the existing plan’s estimates 

for population growth and land use are out of date. 

“The current master plan estimated that the lake would see approximately 20 million visits 

annually by the year 2020,” according to the Corps website. “Current visitation is already at 40 

to 50 million visitors annually for recreational activities.” 

At the meetings, Corps representatives will present background information on the master plan 

revision process. 

“People will have a chance to give their input,” Farquhar said. “This is just the beginning. There 

will be more meetings in the future.” 

The meetings are conducted by an independent, contracted third-party, he added. 

Public comments also are being accepted by mail or email through Dec. 14. 

Comments may be mailed to Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, ATTN: Dana 

Coburn, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203. Comments may be emailed to 

M4TRMP@usace.army.mil. 

 

View Clip: http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news free/article 240762e2‐3026‐11e2‐8d8f‐

0019bb2963f4.html  



Cassville Democrat 
Cassville, Missouri 
November 20, 2012 

 

Table Rock master plan under revision 

Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
By Melonie Roberts 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, plans to revise the Table Rock Lake Master Plan.  

The master plan guides the classification and management of government-owned and leased lands 
around the lake and may affect future recreational opportunities and natural resource management. 
An environmental assessment of potential impacts of the draft plan will also be prepared.  

The master plan is the guidance document that describes how the resources of the lake will be 
managed in the future and provides the vision for how the lake should look in the future. The master 
plan does not address the details of how and where shoreline use permits may be issued, however, it 
does set the stage for implementation of the shoreline management program.  

After the master plan is revised, the shoreline management plan would be revised to be consistent 
with the goals identified in the master plan when funding becomes available.  

Development of the revised master plan will include: consideration of regional and ecosystem needs; 
project resource capabilities; and public interests and desires.  

The plan's main objectives are:  

* To make maximum use of the resources of the lake within the current policies and guidelines of the 
Corps of Engineers  

* Accommodate current and projected use patterns with maximum efficiency  

* Identify and protect cultural and natural resources  

* Attract maximum participation by the general public and local government in project development 
management.  

The current Table Rock Lake Master Plan was developed over 30 years ago and original estimates of 
future population and land use have not aligned with current demographics.  

For example, the current master plan estimated that the lake would see approximately 20 million 
visitors annually by the year 2020, however, current visitation is already at 40 to 50 million visitors 
annually for recreational activities.  

Revisions to the master plan will classify the government lands around the lake based on 
environmental and socioeconomic considerations, public input, and an evaluation of past, present 
and forecasted trends.  



Lands may be classified into one of several categories: project operations; high density recreation; 
environmentally sensitive areas; multiple resource management lands; low density recreation; 
wildlife management; future or inactive recreation areas; vegetative management lands; water 
surface; restricted water areas; designated no-wake zones; fish and wildlife sanctuary; or open 
recreation.  

These land classifications will update the shoreline management plan, which provides the policies 
under which shoreline use permits may be issued for boat docks or shoreline vegetation 
modification.  

Three meetings have been set up for this review.  

The first is set for 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 28, at Reeds Spring High School, located at 20277 
State Hwy 413 in Reeds Spring.  

The second will take place starting at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 29 at Shell Knob Elementary School, 
located at 24400 State Hwy 39 in Shell Knob.  

The final meeting has been set for 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 1, at the Dewey Short Visitor's Center, 
located at 4500 State Hwy 165 in Branson. All facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities.  

The meetings are open to the public. Attendees will learn the details of the master planning process 
and provide input to the master plan vision for future land use and management along the shorelines 
of Table Rock Lake. Public input will help define the Table Rock Lake Master Plan Update scheduled 
for public review in the summer of 2013.  

View clip at:  http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.cassville‐
democrat.com/story/1915468.html&ct=ga&cad=CAEQARgAIAAoATAAOABAm 6vhQVIAVAAWABiAmVu
&cd=T92udb S9o0&usg=AFQjCNHZH20P7FnM7u8XoHg QE1RQxphNA> 

 



Ozarks First – Springfield, MO 

November 20, 2012 

 

Meetings Planned for Input on Table Rock 
Lake Master Plan Update 
 

View Video: http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd id=731102  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is updating its master plan for Table Rock Lake, and wants 
your input. 

The plan guides the management of the lake, affecting recreational use and natural resources. 
Click here to learn more 

"Anyone who lives on, has a business on, or uses the lake for recreation may be interested in 
attending one of the public meetings," says Ronna Haxby with Ozarks Water Watch. 

Wednesday, November 28, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Reeds Spring High School 
20277 State Hwy 413, Reeds Spring, MO 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Shell Knob Elementary School 
24400 State Hwy 39, Shell Knob, MO 

Saturday, December 1, 2012 
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dewey Short Visitor's Center 
4500 State Hwy 165, Branson, MO 

All facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. 

"For whatever reason, there are a number of people that have some level of frustration with the 
Corps, or at least their perception of how the Corps manages our public property that they have 
been entrusted to take care of by the US Congress," writes David Casaletto, OWW Executive 
Director, in a news letter. "There are also just as many who understand that the shoreline must be 
protected for numerous reasons, including protecting the quality of the water, and they thank the 
Corps for the good job they are doing." 



Once all of the comments are in, the plan is scheduled for public review next summer. 

Development of the revised Master Plan will include consideration of: 
-Regional and ecosystem needs 
-Project resource capabilities and suitability for various purposes 
-Public interests and desires 

The Table Rock Lake Master Plan Update main objectives are: 
-To make maximum use of the resources of the lake within the current policies and guidelines of 
the Corps of Engineers 
-Accommodate current and projected use patterns with maximum efficiency 
-Identify and protect cultural and natural resources 
-To attract maximum participation by the general public and local government in project 
development management.  

The Master Plan revision will classify the government lands around the lake based on 
environmental and socioeconomic considerations, public input, and an evaluation of past, 
present, and forecasted trends. 

Lands may be classified into one of these categories: Project Operations, High Density 
Recreation, Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Multiple Resource Management Lands, Low 
Density Recreation, Wildlife Management, Future/Inactive Recreation Areas and Vegetative 
Management.  

Comments may also be submitted via mail, email, fax or the project website with attention to: 
Dana Coburn, Chief, Environmental Branch, Planning and Environmental, USACE, Little Rock 
District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203.  Fax: (501) 324-5605, Email: 
M4TRMP@usace.army.mil 

Written comments regarding scoping for the Master Plan revision must be postmarked, e-mailed, 
faxed, or otherwise submitted by December 14, 2012. 

 



17988-11-24_a4001.pdf

County: Taney



News Leader – Springfield, MO 
November 26, 2012 

 

 

Army Corps seeks your input on future of 
Table Rock Lake 
What should Table Rock Lake look like in 20 years? 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers wants to know what lake users think and has 

scheduled three information-gathering workshops this week to find out. 

“There are really three questions we’re interested in,” said Dana Coburn, project 

manager for an update of Table Rock Lake’s Master Plan. “How do people see Table 

Rock in 20 years? What’s most important to you about Table Rock? And, what is one 

thing that should be done to improve the lake? We’re looking for anything and 

everything.” 

The original Master Plan was developed in 1976 and hasn’t been updated since. 

Coburn said it’s time to revise the plan to help guide how future decisions about the lake 

are made. 

“Some might say they don’t want Table Rock to become another Lake of the Ozarks,” 

Coburn said, referring to the north-central lake that’s ringed by boat docks and has 

suffered significant pollution issues from runoff and leaking septic tanks. “We might hear 

people want more hiking trails along the shore or more waterway trails. The Master Plan 

is the vision for the lake.” 

She said the Corps already has received some comments from people concerned about 

the large size of some boats on the lake and the high speeds at which some boats 

travel. 

“They’re concerned about safety and whether boat speed should be more regulated,” 

she said. 



There also have been some comments about floating docks and whether new ones can 

be built in various parts of the lake. There have also been some comments from people 

concerned about improving the quality of Table Rock Lake’s water. 

Each of the three public information meetings will begin with an overview of what the 

Master Plan is and how it will be revised. Visitors will have the chance to stop at Corps 

work stations, each focused on one of the three questions. Corps personnel will gather 

comments from the meetings to develop a draft Master Plan, which should be available 

for the public to see next summer. 

People will have a second opportunity to say what they think about the plan before a 

final Master Plan is completed by December 2013. 

Once the Master Plan is completed, the Corps will seek funding from Congress to 

rework the lake’s Shoreline Management Plan, which would put in place many of the 

findings developed through the Master Plan process. 

Because funding for the Corps has been very tight in recent years, Corps spokeswoman 

Laurie Driver said she hoped the revised Master Plan would result in more partnerships 

with local and regional organizations to help expand recreational opportunities at Table 

Rock. 

“We have no preconceived ideas about the Master Plan,” Driver said. “Our goal is to 

keep the lake as healthy and sustainable as possible into the future.” 

 

 

View Clip: http://www.news‐leader.com/article/20121126/NEWS01/311260026/Table‐Rock‐Lake‐

Master‐Plan‐U‐S‐Army‐Corps‐of‐Engineers‐public‐meetings‐

input?odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cp  

 

Master Plan workshops 

• 6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday at Reeds Spring High School, 20277 Missouri 413 in Reeds Spring  

• 6-8:30 p.m. Thursday at Shell Knob Elementary School, 24400 Missouri 39 in Shell Knob  

• 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday at Dewey Short Visitors Center, 4500 Missouri 165 in Branson  

• Comments may also be submitted via mail, email, fax or the project website with attention to: Dana Coburn, Chief, 

Environmental Branch, Planning and Environmental, USACE, Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 



72203. Fax: 501-324-5605; email: M4TRMP@usace.army.mil  

• More details available at www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan. 

 



Army.mil – Ft. Belvoir, VA 
November 27, 2012 

 

 

Corps issues reminder of public workshops 
for Table Rock master plan revisions 

The Army Corps of Engineers is reminding interested persons that it will hold three public workshops, 

Nov. 28-29 and Dec. 1, in Reeds Spring, Shell Knob and Branson to discuss the update process and 

seek input on the Table Rock Lake Master Plan Revision. All interested persons are invited. 

 

The workshops will be held from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m., Nov. 28, at Reeds Spring High School in 

Reeds Spring, Mo., and Nov. 29, at Shell Knob Elementary School in Shell Knob, Mo. The workshop 

will be held from 10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., Dec. 1, at the Dewey Short Visitor Center outside Branson. 

 

The corps' master plans are used to guide all use and development of a project's federal public lands 

and waters for environmental stewardship and recreation related purposes, throughout its life.  

 

At the public workshops, representatives from the Corps of Engineers and its contractors will present a 

background on the master plan revision process to include explaining the difference between a master 

plan and a shoreline management plan. Participants would then break into small groups to encourage 

greater interaction and input. Anyone with any interest in the future management of Table Rock Lake 

is encouraged to attend and participate.  

 

The public's input may also be provided at the workshops or during the public comment period. The 

comment period is Nov. 14 through Dec. 14.  

 

Comments can be mailed to: Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, ATTN: Dana Coburn, P.O. 

Box 867, Little Rock, Ark., 72203. Or, email your comments to M4TRMP@usace.army.mil. 

 

For more information about the master plan revision process, go to the following website: 

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan.htm or call Dana Coburn at 501-324-

5601.  

View Clip: http://www.army.mil/article/91843/  



Belleville News Democrat – Belleville, IL 
November 27, 2012 

 

 

Army Corps seeks public input on Table Rock Lake 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans three meetings this week to hear the public's ideas for 
the future of Table Rock Lake. Dana Coburn is leading the effort to change the lake's master 
plan, which hasn't been updated since it was developed in 1976.She says the corps wants to 
know how the public envisions the use of the lake in 20 years. Other questions to be considered 
are what is important about Table Rock Lake and what should be done to improve it. The 
Springfield News-Leader reports ( http://sgfnow.co/Song6m) the public will have a second 
opportunity to discuss the lake's future before the master plan is completed by December 
2013.The meetings will be Wednesday in Reeds Spring, Thursday in Shell Knob and Saturday in 
Branson  

 

View Clip: http://www.bnd.com/2012/11/26/2407218/army-corps-seeks-public-
input.html#storylink=cpy  



Joplin Globe – Joplin, MO 
November 27, 2012 

 

 

Army Corps seeks public input on Table Rock Lake  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans three meetings this week to hear the public’s ideas for 
the future of Table Rock Lake. 
 
Dana Coburn is leading the effort to change the lake’s master plan, which hasn’t been updated 
since it was developed in 1976. 
 
She says the corps wants to know how the public envisions the use of the lake in 20 years. Other 
questions to be considered are what is important about Table Rock Lake and what should be 
done to improve it. 
 
The Springfield News-Leader reports the public will have a second opportunity to discuss the 
lake’s future before the master plan is completed by December 2013. 
 
The meetings will be Wednesday in Reeds Spring, Thursday in Shell Knob and Saturday in 
Branson 

 

View Clip: http://www.joplinglobe.com/local/x1332339354/Army-Corps-seeks-public-input-on-
Table-Rock-Lake  

 



KRZK 106.3 – Branson, MO 

November 28, 2012 

 

 

Corps Begins Master Plan Workshops  

 
Visitors have a view of Table Rock Lake and the dam from the Dewey Short Visitor Center. (file photo)  

 

The master plan for Table Rock Lake will be revised in 2013, and public workshops on that process 
get underway this evening. 

The U-S Army Corps of Engineers holds a workshop at 6 o’clock this evening at Reeds Spring High 
School, and another at 6 p.m. Thursday at Shell Knob Elementary School.  A workshop will be held 
in Branson at 10 o’clock Saturday morning at the Dewey Short Visitor Center. 

Anyone interested in the future management of Table Rock Lake is encouraged to attend and 
participate.  

View Clip:  http://www.komc.com/12754/corps begins master plan workshops.html  



News Leader – Springfield, MO 

November 28, 2012 

 

 

Decide Table Rock's future 
Workshops offer public chance to help fashion Master Plan 

Table Rock Lake is one of the region’s key resources and a major driver of economic 

activity. 

So, area residents would be well advised to speak up today, Thursday or Saturday at 

one in a series of workshops hosted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The Corps is beginning to work on an update to the Master Plan for Table Rock — the 

first major one in more than 30 years for the lake created in 1958 by construction of a 

dam on the White River. 

Obviously, such an effort is overdue, so we applaud the Corps’ efforts. 

The 43,000-acre lake’s popularity has well exceeded original estimates. The 1976 plan 

predicted 20 million visitors by the year 2020. In fact, current visitation is in the range of 

40 million to 50 million per year for recreational activities, including vacation and 

retirement homes along 745 miles of shoreline. 

Beyond providing recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, the lake provides flood control and 

a dam producing hydroelectricity. 

Each session will begin with an overview of what the Master Plan is, and the process for 

revisions. Three workstations will be set up, each addressing a separate question: 

• How do people see Table Rock in 20 years? 

• What’s most important to you about Table Rock? 

• What is one thing that should be done to improve the lake? 



A proposed plan is set to be finished by the end of 2013, then implementation plans will 

be created. 

Residents and visitors to Table Rock often compare the lake to its bigger cousin to the 

north, Lake of the Ozarks. That lake is ringed by homes and boat docks, plus has dealt 

with bigger pollution issues from runoff and leaking septic tanks. Many say they don’t 

want Table Rock to become another Lake of the Ozarks. 

Now would be a good time for you to weigh in on how to balance future development 

and use of this great resource for southwest Missouri. 

 

Master Plan workshops 

• Today 6-8:30 p.m. at Reeds Spring High School, 20277 Missouri 413  

• Thursday 6-8:30 p.m. at Shell Knob Elementary School, 24400 Missouri 39  

• Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Dewey Short Visitors Center, 4500 Missouri 165 in Branson  

• Comments may also be submitted by Dec. 14 via mail, email, fax or the project website with attention to: Dana 

Coburn, Chief, Environmental Branch, Planning and Environmental, USACE, Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little 

Rock, AR 72203. Fax: 501-324-5605; email: M4TRMP@usace.army.mil  

• More details available at: www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan 

 

 

View Clip: http://www.news‐leader.com/article/20121128/OPINIONS01/311280045/decide‐table‐rock‐

s‐future?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7COpinions  



Ozarks First, Springfield, MO 
November 28, 2012 

 

 

Tonight First of Meetings This Week for 
Table Rock Lake Master Plan Update 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is updating its master plan for Table Rock Lake, and wants 
your input at three public meetings this week. 

The plan guides the management of the lake, affecting recreational use and natural resources. 
Click here to learn more 

"Anyone who lives on, has a business on, or uses the lake for recreation may be interested in 
attending one of the public meetings," says Ronna Haxby with Ozarks Water Watch. 

Wednesday, November 28, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Reeds Spring High School 
20277 State Hwy 413, Reeds Spring, MO 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Shell Knob Elementary School 
24400 State Hwy 39, Shell Knob, MO 

Saturday, December 1, 2012 
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dewey Short Visitor's Center 
4500 State Hwy 165, Branson, MO 

All facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. 

"For whatever reason, there are a number of people that have some level of frustration with the 
Corps, or at least their perception of how the Corps manages our public property that they have 
been entrusted to take care of by the US Congress," writes David Casaletto, OWW Executive 
Director, in a news letter. "There are also just as many who understand that the shoreline must be 
protected for numerous reasons, including protecting the quality of the water, and they thank the 
Corps for the good job they are doing." 

Once all of the comments are in, the plan is scheduled for public review next summer. 



Development of the revised Master Plan will include consideration of: 
-Regional and ecosystem needs 
-Project resource capabilities and suitability for various purposes 
-Public interests and desires 

The Table Rock Lake Master Plan Update main objectives are: 
-To make maximum use of the resources of the lake within the current policies and guidelines of 
the Corps of Engineers 
-Accommodate current and projected use patterns with maximum efficiency 
-Identify and protect cultural and natural resources 
-To attract maximum participation by the general public and local government in project 
development management.  

The Master Plan revision will classify the government lands around the lake based on 
environmental and socioeconomic considerations, public input, and an evaluation of past, 
present, and forecasted trends. 

Lands may be classified into one of these categories: Project Operations, High Density 
Recreation, Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Multiple Resource Management Lands, Low 
Density Recreation, Wildlife Management, Future/Inactive Recreation Areas and Vegetative 
Management.  

Comments may also be submitted via mail, email, fax or the project website with attention to: 
Dana Coburn, Chief, Environmental Branch, Planning and Environmental, USACE, Little Rock 
District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203.  Fax: (501) 324-5605, Email: 
M4TRMP@usace.army.mil 

Written comments regarding scoping for the Master Plan revision must be postmarked, e-mailed, 
faxed, or otherwise submitted by December 14, 2012. 

 

View Clip: http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd_id=734152  

 

 

 

 



KOMC 1220 – Branson, MO 

November 30, 2012 

 

 

Table Rock Workshop Draws Large Crowd 

The U-S Army Corps of Engineers says it was good to see so much interest in revision of the Master 
Plan for Table Rock Lake, but the turnout of 600 to 800 people at last night’s meeting was larger 
than expected. Calls to Hometown Radio expressed disappointment that the public workshop at 
Reeds Spring High School failed to provide as much information as expected.  

Environmental Branch Chief Dana Coburn says immediately after the workshop, the staff met to 
make some adjustments… 

Listen to Clips: http://www.komc.com/12789/table rock workshop draws large crowd.html 

Comments to Hometown Radio indicated the meeting Wednesday night fell short of the scheduled 
8:30 end time.  Coburn says they’re making some adjustments to address the concerns of those 
who expressed disappointment… 

Coburn says work also continues on scanning continues to scan the paper document from 1976, 
outlining the existing Master Plan, to allow the public to view it online.  

Tonight’s public workshop is from 6 o’clock to 8:30 at Shell Knob Elementary School.  Saturday’s 
session at the Dewey Short Visitor Center in Branson is scheduled for 10 a.m. to 12:30.  

For more information on the master plan revision process, click on the link below.  

http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan.htm 

To submit comments to the corps by e-mail: M4TRMP@usace.army.mil. 

 



KY3 – Springfield, MO  

November 29, 2012 

 

 

Weigh in on the future of Table Rock Lake  
The Army Corps of Engineers is holding public meetings to create a Master Plan for 
Table Rock Lake. 
 

The future of table rock lake rests in your hands. Well, at least partially.  
 
The Army Corps of Engineers is asking the public to give their two cents. In particular, how would you like 
to see Table Rock Lake in 20 Years? 
 
When comparing Table Rock Lake to Lake of the Ozarks, it's like comparing apples and oranges. From 
what KY3 has heard through social media, email, and in person, people hope it stays that way.      

"I grew up coming down here from the 1960 on." Don Bishop has a long history with Table Rock Lake.  
 
"From the time I was in diapers," Bishop joked. "I came down ever since. I've seen the Lake, Branson, 
everything change over the years." 
 
He not only owns a home on the lake, but he started a children's charity involving the lake. It's called 
Major Don's Army.  
 
"We bring kids with cancer and their families to the lake," said Bishop.  
 
Like many lifetime residents Don appreciates Table Rock for it's privacy and beauty.  
 
"The houses are jammed aren't jammed up on the shoreline. It's still not overcrowded like Lake of the 
Ozarks and some of the other lakes," he said.  
 
The Army Corps of Engineers hopes to hear from people just like Don in a series of public forums as it 
creates the next master plan for the lake.  
 
"It's time. It needs to be updated," said Ozarks Water Watch Executive Director David Casaletto. 

The last master plan was created more than 30 years ago. "This master plan is going to affect the 
shoreline management plan down the road," said Casaletto.  
 
That shoreline management plan helps determine how people use the lake--from contruction to docks to 
how you mow your lawn.  
 
"You have to make sure that at least you don't go backwards," said Casaletto.  
 
He believes there is a happy medium that can be reached.  
 
"You do have to balance economic growth with the protection of the lake and with the use of the lake," 
said Casaletto.  
 



Don agrees, but says one thing has to remain constant.  "The water has to be clean. If we don't have 
clean water in the lake, nobody is going to want to get in the lake."  
 
There are three meetings for the public to attend:  
 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Reeds Spring High School 
20277 State Hwy 413, Reeds Spring, MO 
  
Thursday, November 29, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Shell Knob Elementary School 
24400 State Hwy 39, Shell Knob, MO 
  
Saturday, December 1, 2012 
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dewey Short Visitor's Center 
4500 State Hwy 165, Branson, MO 
All facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. 

View Clip: http://www.ky3.com/news/ky3‐weigh‐in‐on‐the‐future‐of‐table‐rock‐lake‐

20121128,0,747358.story  



Ozark Anglers Forum 

November 29, 2012 

 

 

Table Rock Lake Master Plan Revision Meeting 

Comments only:  

View Comments: http://forums.ozarkanglers.com/topic/36410‐table‐rock‐lake‐master‐plan‐revision‐

meeting/  

 



Ozarks First – Springfield, MO 

November 29, 2012 

 

 

Hundreds Attend First Meeting for Input on 
Table Rock Lake's Future 
View Video:  http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd id=734152 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers held its first Table Rock Lake meeting Wednesday night at 
Reeds Spring High School. 
 
The Corps is seeking input from neighbors of the lake as it updates the lake's Master Plan. That 
plan guides the management of the lake, affecting recreational use and natural resources. 
 
There were so many people in attendance at Wednesday's meeting that crowds were moved from 
the school cafeteria to the gym. Early estimates are that there were upwards of 500 people, and 
comment sheets ran out. 
 
Organizers made it very clear that there is no plan in place yet -- this meeting was just meant to 
gather ideas from citizens. Without solid information to learn about, some folks left the meeting 
out of confusion. 
 
Click here to learn more 

"For whatever reason, there are a number of people that have 
some level of frustration with the Corps, or at least their 
perception of how the Corps manages our public property that 
they have been entrusted to take care of by the US Congress," 
says David Casaletto, Executive Director of Ozarks Water 
Watch. "There are also just as many who understand that the 
shoreline must be protected for numerous reasons, including 
protecting the quality of the water, and they thank the Corps for the good job they are doing." 

Once all of the comments are in, the plan is scheduled for public review next summer. The 
revised plan will touch on regional and ecosystem needs, project resource capabilities and 
sustainability for various purposes, and public interests and desires. 
 
The Corps says it wants to make maximum use of the resources of the lake within the current 
policies and guidelines. It also wants to accommodate current and projected use patterns with 
maximum efficiency. 



The Master Plan revision will classify the government lands around the lake based on 
environmental and socioeconomic considerations, public input, and an evaluation of past, 
present, and forecasted trends. 

Lands may be classified into one of these categories: Project Operations, High Density 
Recreation, Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Multiple Resource Management Lands, Low 
Density Recreation, Wildlife Management, Future/Inactive Recreation Areas and Vegetative 
Management.  

Comments may also be submitted via mail, email, fax or the 
project website with attention to: Dana Coburn, Chief, 
Environmental Branch, Planning and Environmental, USACE, 
Little Rock District, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 
72203.  Fax: (501) 324-5605, Email: 
M4TRMP@usace.army.mil 

Written comments regarding scoping for the Master Plan 
revision must be postmarked, e-mailed, faxed, or otherwise 

submitted by December 14, 2012. 
 
There are two remaining meetings: 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Shell Knob Elementary School 
24400 State Hwy 39, Shell Knob, MO 

Saturday, December 1, 2012 
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dewey Short Visitor's Center 
4500 State Hwy 165, Branson, MO 

 



Ozark Anglers Forum 

November 29, 2012 

 

 

Table Rock Lake Master Plan Revision Meeting 

Comments only:  

View Comments: http://forums.ozarkanglers.com/topic/36410‐table‐rock‐lake‐master‐plan‐revision‐

meeting/  

 



KY3 – Springfield, MO  

November 29, 2012 

 

 

Weigh in on the future of Table Rock Lake  
The Army Corps of Engineers is holding public meetings to create a Master Plan for 
Table Rock Lake. 
 

The future of table rock lake rests in your hands. Well, at least partially.  
 
The Army Corps of Engineers is asking the public to give their two cents. In particular, how would you like 
to see Table Rock Lake in 20 Years? 
 
When comparing Table Rock Lake to Lake of the Ozarks, it's like comparing apples and oranges. From 
what KY3 has heard through social media, email, and in person, people hope it stays that way.      

"I grew up coming down here from the 1960 on." Don Bishop has a long history with Table Rock Lake.  
 
"From the time I was in diapers," Bishop joked. "I came down ever since. I've seen the Lake, Branson, 
everything change over the years." 
 
He not only owns a home on the lake, but he started a children's charity involving the lake. It's called 
Major Don's Army.  
 
"We bring kids with cancer and their families to the lake," said Bishop.  
 
Like many lifetime residents Don appreciates Table Rock for it's privacy and beauty.  
 
"The houses are jammed aren't jammed up on the shoreline. It's still not overcrowded like Lake of the 
Ozarks and some of the other lakes," he said.  
 
The Army Corps of Engineers hopes to hear from people just like Don in a series of public forums as it 
creates the next master plan for the lake.  
 
"It's time. It needs to be updated," said Ozarks Water Watch Executive Director David Casaletto. 

The last master plan was created more than 30 years ago. "This master plan is going to affect the 
shoreline management plan down the road," said Casaletto.  
 
That shoreline management plan helps determine how people use the lake--from contruction to docks to 
how you mow your lawn.  
 
"You have to make sure that at least you don't go backwards," said Casaletto.  
 
He believes there is a happy medium that can be reached.  
 
"You do have to balance economic growth with the protection of the lake and with the use of the lake," 
said Casaletto.  
 



Don agrees, but says one thing has to remain constant.  "The water has to be clean. If we don't have 
clean water in the lake, nobody is going to want to get in the lake."  
 
There are three meetings for the public to attend:  
 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Reeds Spring High School 
20277 State Hwy 413, Reeds Spring, MO 
  
Thursday, November 29, 2012 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Shell Knob Elementary School 
24400 State Hwy 39, Shell Knob, MO 
  
Saturday, December 1, 2012 
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dewey Short Visitor's Center 
4500 State Hwy 165, Branson, MO 
All facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. 

View Clip: http://www.ky3.com/news/ky3‐weigh‐in‐on‐the‐future‐of‐table‐rock‐lake‐

20121128,0,747358.story  



Ozarks First – Springfield, MO 

November 30, 2012 

Location Changed for Saturday's Table Rock 
Lake Meeting in Branson 
BRANSON, Mo. -- The Army Corps of Engineers is moving Saturday's Table Rock Lake Master 
Plan Revision Workshop. 

Due to overwhelming interest, the meeting will move from the Dewey Short Visitor Center to 
Chateau on the Lake Resort Spa & Convention Center to accommodate larger crowds. 

The workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1. All interested persons 
are invited. 

The public's input may be provided at the workshop or during the public comment period. The 
comment period is Nov. 14 through Dec. 14.  Comments can be mailed to:  Army Corps of 
Engineers, Little Rock District, ATTN: Dana Coburn, P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, Ark., 72203. 

View Clip: http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd id=735712  
 



Branson Tri‐Lakes News – Branson, MO 

December 3, 2012 

 

 

Table Rock Lake plan in the works  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials were ready to talk about plans to update the existing 

Table Rock Lake Master Plan Wednesday night at Reeds Spring High School. But they weren’t 

expecting to have to talk to nearly 1,000 people. 

Corps officials originally planned to hold round-table discussions in the school’s cafeteria. 

Instead, the capacity crowd packed the school’s gym. 

Corps officials and contractors helping coordinate the master plan public hearings said input 

from the public is needed to determine the best classification and management of government-

owned land around the lake. 

Some of the classifications are simple, such as project operations, which are areas of land 

required for the dam, spillway, offices and other areas used for the operation of the reservoir. 

High density recreation areas are designed for parks and other public use. 

Environmentally sensitive areas are places around the lake where scientific and ecological 

features have been found and designated for preservation. 

Multiple resource management lands and water areas are more complicated. 

In the multiple resource management classification, areas can be designated as low-density 

recreation, which include hiking trails and primitive camp sites; wildlife management areas 

which are generally open for hunting and fishing; future or inactive recreation areas which may 

have never been developed or have been closed; and vegetative management areas such as 

forests and prairies. 

Water surface areas will be broken down into one of four categories in the new master plan; 

restricted areas such as those around the dam; designated no-wake areas; fish and wildlife 

sanctuaries; and open recreation areas available for water-based activities. 



The plan also will have to take into consideration environmental assessment information, as per 

federal law. 

Corps Chief Natural Resources Ranger Jeff Farquhar said the existing plan’s estimates for 

population growth and land use are out-of-date. 

The Corps estimates 50 million visitors go to Table Rock each year, far exceeding the current 

master plan’s estimation of 20 million a year by the year 2020. 

With the large crowd, Corps members weren’t able to talk to everyone, but members of the 

public were encouraged to complete forms asking how they’d like to see the lake in 20 years, 

what is most important about the lake and what one thing could be done to most improve the 

lake. 

People also were asked to write those ideas on Post-it notes. Those ideas were placed on a wall 

in the gym. 

Most responses to each of the questions centered around the same things; restricting the size, 

horsepower, wake and speed of boats on the lake and improving water quality, shoreline 

maintenance and cleanliness and septic systems around the lake. 

Park Ranger Jeremy Rasnick said water quality is a consistent concern he’s heard about from 

meeting with local residents and government officials. 

Another public hearing was held Thursday night in Shell Knob and one is scheduled for Dec. 1, 

at the Dewey Short Visitors Center from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Those unable to attend may mail comments to Dana Coburn, chief, environmental branch, 

planning and environmental, USACE, Little Rock District, at P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR 

72203. Comments may be faxed to Coburn at 501-324-5605 or emailed to 

M4TRMP@usace.army.mil. 

The deadline for master plan revision scoping comments is Dec. 14. 

After reviewing public feedback, the Corps will create a draft master plan. 

The draft is expected to be available for public review by the summer. It won’t be until after the 

master plan is completed that the Corps will revisit its shoreline management plan. 

The master plan does not address details of how and where shoreline use permits may be issued. 



In December, the Corps announced that no new use permits, which include requests for new boat 

docks, would be considered until the master plan revision was completed. 

Faquhar said the permit requests were suspended in order to establish a baseline of the 54-year-

old, 43,000 acre man-made lake. 

View Clip:  http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news free/article a6f5f730-3b2b-11e2-990a-
0019bb2963f4.html  



KSPR Channel 33 (ABC) – Springfield, MO 

December 3, 2012 

 

 

Lake of the Future: Army Corps of Engineers wraps up public 
meetings on Table Rock's master plan 
Hundreds attend three meetings as Corps revamps master plan for first time in 30+ 
years 
 

Table Rock Lake is ready for an update - at least that's the message from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.  

On Saturday, the Corps wrapped up three days of public meetings for the lake's first 
new master plan in three decades. 

More than a hundred people showed up at Chateau on the Lake resort Saturday 
morning to share their perspectives with the Corps. Two meetings earlier this week - in 
Branson and Reeds Spring - drew several hundred people. 
 
The master plan envisions the lake's character and use in the future. The Corps says 
the plan will dictate how much - or how little - the development can grow. 
 

"In addition to the public we have our own regulations and policies we have to follow," 
says Dana Coburn, the project manager of Table Rock's master plan. "We're talking to 
Fish & Wildlife Commission, the Missouri Department of Conservation, the Department 
of Natural Resources. We have to take their thoughts into consideration." 

The Corps did announce one major decision today: a full moratorium on any new docks 
or major construction projects along Table Rock Lake's coastline.  

That took effect Saturday and lasts one year, when the Corps expects to complete the 
master plan. 

Even though the Corps finished its round of public meetings, you can still offer your 
opinion and perspective online at 
http://www.swl.usace.army.mil/parks/tablerock/trmasterplan.htm 

View Clip: http://www.kspr.com/news/kspr‐army‐corps‐of‐engineers‐wraps‐up‐public‐meetings‐on‐

table‐rocks‐master‐plan‐20121201,0,1908246.story  



KTTS 94.7 FM – Springfield, MO 

December 3, 2012 

 

 

Moratorium on Building Surprises Table Rock Lake Businesses 

So many people showed up to learn about the future of Table Rock Lake, the venue had to be 
changed at the last minute. 

Hundreds attended the third and final public meeting this weekend to help shape a revamped 
master plan for the lake. Several business owners were surprised to learn a one-year moratorium 
on building took effect Saturday. 

The Army Corps of Engineers says the final master plan is set for public review next summer. 

View Clip: http://www.ktts.com/news/181782291.html  



KY3 – Springfield, MO 
December 3, 2012 

 

 

Future of Table Rock Lake discussed some businesses upset with building moratorium 
 

View Video:  http://www.ky3.com/news/ky3-future-of-table-rock-lake-discussed-some-
businesses-upset-with-building-moratorium-
20121201,0,1311393.story?track=rss&utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter  

 

The future of Table Rock Lake was on the agenda on Saturday at a public meeting.  
 
The venue for the meeting had to be changed to the Chateau on the Lake Resort to accommodate 
a bigger audience.  

The Army Corps of Engineers asked for public input in putting together a master plan for the 
future of the lake, which will lay out the future of economic development on the water while 
keeping the lake clean as tourism grows.  
      
One point of the plan, a year moratorium on building that took effect on Saturday, caught some 
business owners off guard.  
 
"They mentioned it briefly, moratorium starts today, it's a year long. That was it. And what I 
figured out was, that's not new dock building for a year. That's gonna affect all these dock 
companies. Some are gonna go under, some people are gonna be out of work," said Jack Meferd, 
the owner of Deep Six Marine. 
 
Army Corps officials said the opinions gathered from the meeting will be taken into 
consideration as they draft the master plan, which is scheduled for public review in the summer 
of 2013.  



Ozarks First – Springfield, MO 

December 3, 2012 

 

 

Hundreds Meet to Help Shape the Future of 
Table Rock Lake Master Plan 
View Video:  http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd id=735962  

Hundreds attended a meeting today to discuss Table Rock Lake's future. 
  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers held its third and final public information meeting in 
Branson to get input from residents about how to update Table Rock's out-of-date master plan. 
  
Table Rock's current master plan, which guides the management of the government lands around 
the edge of the lake and natural resources, was last updated in 1976. 
  
The Corp hosted a series of meetings this week to get public input on how they want the new 
plan to be revised, so many people attended the previous meetings that comment sheets ran out 
and today hundreds attended the final meeting to continue to voice concerns for Table Rock 
Lake's future. 
  
Locals have been enjoying this shoreline for more than 50 years 
  
But the plan to protect Table Rock Lake's 700 miles of beaches is out of date so a new initiative 
is now exploring plans to ensure the sustainability of the man made lake protecting its waters and 
wildlife. 
  
Locals say it's about time. 
  
"I would say the main concern is the quality of the water," said Robert Reynolds. 
  
Reynolds is one of the more than 400 people that attended the final master plan meeting today. 
  
The plan is designed to help provide a vision for how the lake should look in the future but 
Reynolds says the 30 year old vision of Table Rock Lake is murky and thinks twice before 
stepping in. 
  
"The quality is getting to the point to where I don't really want to be comfortable doing that," 
said Reynolds. 
  
But it's not the only part of the old plan that's being revised. 



  
The current plan estimates that the lake would see 20 million visitors annually by the year 2020, 
but current visitation to Table Rock Lake is already between 40 to 50 million visitors every year. 
  
"It's time," said Dana Coburn. 
  
Coburn is with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and the project manager for the Table Rock 
Lake master plan revision. She says the planning process for a new master plan includes studying 
the potential effects on the natural and social environment of the lake including wildlife, land 
use, recreation and public health and safety and public meetings are the first step. 
  
"This is our initial outreach to the folks we want to get their input on how they feel the lake 
should look in the next 20 years," said Coburn. 
  
And hundreds of locals want to get involved in the planning process. 
  
"We have to maintain our shorelines. Secondly water quality and than bring more commercial 
interests in," said Chuck Barnhart. 
  
So hopefully 20 years from now the new master plan will be clearer.  
 



News Leader – Springfield, MO 

December 4, 2012 

 

 

Dock builders concerned about permit 
moratorium 
Applications on hold until Table Rock Lake Master Plan is finished 

Boat docks like this one, which was recently built by Colliers Boat Dock Company in Kimberling City, won't be allowed 
to be built during a just-announced moratorium. / Valerie Mosley/News-Leader 

A yearlong moratorium on new dock permits at Table Rock Lake has sparked worries 

among some business owners who rely on the lake for their livelihoods. 

“I don’t want our lake to become what people tell me Lake of the Ozarks is like,” said 

Ruth Burns, owner of Dry Dockers Boat Lifts and Docks in Lampe. “But I’m in the 

business of building docks. I don’t want our work to dry up.” 



The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers put the moratorium on new dock permits or dock 

expansions in place Dec. 1, pending a yearlong review of the Table Rock Lake Master 

Plan. 

The Corps held three meetings last week to explain the Master Plan process and ask 

people what they’d like the lake to be in 20 years. The Corps planned for 150 to 200 

people at each workshop, but 800 showed up for the first meeting, about 600 attended 

the second and about 450 attended the third, which was switched to Chateau on the 

Lake hotel to accommodate the larger crowd. 

Dana Coburn, chief of environmental planning at the Corps’ Little Rock office, said the 

moratorium on dock permits likely will be lifted when the Master Plan is completed by 

the end of 2013. Additional public meetings are slated for summer and early fall 2013 

after a draft of the plan is released. 

Burns, who has operated Dry Dockers for 20 years, said the Corps continued to take 

dock permit applications until Dec. 1, and she is hopeful there will be enough new dock 

construction and dock modification work to last for six months. 

“But your request had to be submitted before Dec. 1 to be considered,” she said. “After 

that date, you’re out of luck until the Corps decides to do shoreline inspections again.” 

She didn’t understand why the Corps wouldn’t continue to accept dock permit 

applications while the Master Plan is being reworked. 

Coburn said the moratorium was put in place so Corps planners can “establish a 

baseline — take a snapshot of existing conditions — so we know what’s out there right 

now.” 

Coburn said docks can be rebuilt during the moratorium if they’re damaged or destroyed 

by storms or other events. But they can’t be built with a larger footprint or with more 

stalls than the original had. Modifications and renovations also can be done, but only if 

the size and shape of the dock remains the same. 

Coburn said dock permits aren’t the only ones on hold. Property owners wanting new 

permits to mow near the lake or create walking paths also will have to wait until the 

Master Plan review is finished. 



Jim and Cecelia Sasser, who own Colliers Boat Dock Company in Kimberling City, said 

they fear they’ll lose business because of the Corps’ suspension of shoreline activity 

permits. 

They were counting on working with property developer Bob Bales to build four 20-stall 

slips, but those are now on hold. 

“They just cost us a year’s work,” Cecelia Sasser said of the Corps’ action. 

Jim Sasser said he thinks the Master Plan revision might ultimately result in tighter 

restrictions on where — and how many — new docks can be built on Table Rock Lake 

in the future. 

“My gut is that it will be more restrictive,” Jim Sasser said. “My biggest problem with this 

whole thing is why they have to shut down dock permits during this assessment? Why 

does it have to be done so fast. Why not give us a year or two to prepare — it’s like all 

of a sudden slamming the door.” 

Bales, a property developer who sells lakefront and lake view lots, said he thinks there 

will be two immediate impacts from the moratorium: the value of lots that can’t have a 

boat dock associated with them will decrease, and the price of lots that have boat docks 

already in place will soar. 

“We immediately raised the price of our lots and docks when this announcement came 

out,” Bales said. “I don’t know why anybody would try to develop land down here without 

a dock on it.” 

Although he expects to take a financial hit because of the moratorium, Bales 

acknowledged there was a positive side to updating the Master Plan. 

“We can’t just build dock after dock after dock down here,” he said. “That is one of the 

good things about this study.” 

And Burns, the owner of Dry Dockers in Lampe, also was pulled in different directions. 

“I don’t know how or if this Master Plan revision will benefit us in any different way,” she 

said. “I see it both ways. My business is building docks, but I am also a dock owner and 



live on the lakefront. The lake’s water quality affects me personally. There is a double-

edged sword here.” 

 

View Clip: http://www.news‐leader.com/article/20121204/NEWS01/312040023/Table‐Rock‐Lake‐

Master‐Plan‐update‐dock‐permit‐moratorium?odyssey=nav%7Chead  



Ozarks First – Springfield, MO 

December 4, 2012 

 

 

Pollution Surfaces as Top Concern of Table 
Rock Lake Meetings 
View Video:  http://ozarksfirst.com/fulltext?nxd id=736492 

Homeowners near Table Rock Lake hope to clear up some questions about murky water. 

During recent meetings about the lake's master plan, this was one of the biggest concerns. The 
pollution running into the lake may be coming from your home. 

Table Rock Lake's water quality has been a major concern for years, dating back to 2001 when 
the EPA approved a phosphorus removal effort at wastewater locations. 

Springfield's Wastewater Treatment Plant was found to be a main source for the overload of 
nutrients getting into Table Rock Lake, causing an excess of algae, cloudy water, and pollution. 
Now ten years later, a similar problem is surfacing. 

For half a century, the lake has played host to tourists and 
locals. 

"One of the main draws for me was the lake and I can go out 
in the middle of it and swim, but now it's getting to the point 
where I don't really want to be comfortable doing that," says 
resident Robert Reynolds. 

Hundreds of other concerned lake-goers agree. The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, leading the new master plan, noticed. 

"How do you want to see Table Rock Lake in 20 years?" asks Dana Coburn with the Corps. "Of 
course people were saying, 'We want to see a clean, clear Table Rock Lake.'" 

It's a vision that local water watch groups say lies in the hands of homeowners. 

"We have been concerned with failing septic tanks for over ten years," adds David Casaletto with 
Ozarks Water Watch. He says after the phosphorus removal effort at wastewater plans, 
organizations noticed an improvement in water quality. But now, lake homeowners need to help 
continue the ground that's been gained. 



"A good majority of those older homes built in the 70s and even early 80s and 60s," adds 
Casaletto. "They have an old 500-gallon metal tank that probably by now is rusted out." 

Casaletto says it's a problem most homeowners don't know they have because the leaks happen 
underground with no natural protection to stop it from running off into the lake. 

"We have very little soil. We have steep terrain." 

But with an increase in public awareness and a new future for Table Rock Lake, Casaletto says 
it's a pollution problem homeowners can help clear up. 

"The Corps has an opportunity. The water quality organizations have an opportunity to educate 
those homeowners. What can you do to stop this pollution? How can you help?" 

Ozarks Water Watch received a $1 million grant in 2011 to help assist homeowners with the cost 
of replacing their failing septic systems. 

 







KTTS 94.7 FM – Springfield, MO 

December 5, 2012 

 

 

No New Boat Docks On Table Rock Lake 

The Army Corps of Engineers is putting a hold on new permits for boat docks on Table 
Rock Lake for one year. 

Dana Coburn is the project manager in charge of updating the lake's master plan. 

She says the Corps needs time to see what's on the lake so it can prepare for the 
future. 

The master plan is scheduled to be finished by 2013. 

Coburn says you can still rebuild your boat dock if it's damaged or destroyed. 

View Clip: http://www.ktts.com/news/182050711.html  
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SK workshop draws crowd 

Last Thursday night, the Shell Knob School gymnasium was packed for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' public meeting, which was held to gather public comments regarding the revision of the 
Table Rock Master Plan.  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers representatives distributed literature and comment sheets to 
attendees as they arrived for the meeting, which was scheduled to get underway at 6 p.m., but did not 
begin until close to 7 p.m. due to the number of community members in attendance.  

Corps staff members explained that the master plan is the "guidance document that describes how 
the resources of the lake will be managed in the future and provides the vision for how the lake 
should look in the future." The plan was last updated in 1976.  

The current Table Rock Lake Master Plan estimated that the lake would see around two million 
visitors annually by the year 2010 but today four to five and half million visitors use the lake for 
recreational activities each year.  

Planning for the revision of the master plan began in June. Information collected at the public 
workshops held in Shell Knob, Reeds Spring and Branson last week will be used to create a draft 
plan, which will be reviewed by the public next summer. The Corps hopes to complete the revision of 
the master plan by December of 2013.  

Development of the revised master plan will include consideration of regional and ecosystem needs, 
project resource capabilities and suitability for various purposes and public interests and desires.  

The main objectives of the master plan update are to maximize the use of the resources of the lake 
within the current policies and guidelines of the Corps, accommodate current and projected use 
patterns with maximum efficiency, identify and protect cultural and natural resources and attract 
maximum participation by the general public and local government in project development 
management.  

The master plan does not address the details of how and where shoreline use permits may be issued, 
but it does set the stage for implementation of the shoreline management program. After the master 
plan revision has been completed, the shoreline management plan will also be revised.  

The updated master plan will classify government lands around the lake based on environmental and 
socioeconomic considerations, public input and an evaluation of past, present and forecasted trends.  

Land classifications will include the following:  

* Project operations, which are lands required for the dam, spillway, offices and other areas for the 
operation of the reservoir.  



* High density recreation lands acquired for project operations and designated for use as parks and 
recreation. New private floating facilities would not be allowed in these areas.  

* Environmentally sensitive areas where scientific, ecological, cultural or aesthetic have been 
identified. The areas are managed to protect their environment resources.  

* Multiple resource management lands, which includes: low density recreation lands for hiking trails, 
primitive camping and limited lake access points; wildlife management lands allocated as habitat for 
fish and wildlife; future or inactive recreation areas that are intended for recreation but have not 
been developed or have been closed; and vegetative management lands designed for stewardship of 
forest, prairie and other vegetative cover.  

* Water surface areas including: water areas restricted for project operations, safety and security 
purposes; designated no-wake areas designed to protect environmentally sensitive shoreline areas 
and recreational water access areas; annual or seasonal restrictions on areas to protect fish and 
wildlife species during periods of migration, resting, feeding, nesting and spawning; and waters 
available for year round or seasonal water-based recreational use.  

After offering information on the master plan, attendees were asked to complete a questionnaire and 
write some of their top concerns or requests on slips of paper, which were collected by Corps 
representatives.  

When asked how they would like to see Table Rock Lake in 20 years, the audience's top three 
concerns were water quality, safety and the size of water vessels using the lake.  

When asked what is most important about Table Rock Lake, attendees also identified water quality 
and safety as two of their top concerns. The answer that received the third highest comments was 
more free access.  

When asked what one thing could be done to improve the lake, those in attendance once again 
identified water quality and safety as the top two issues. Audience members also said that boat size, 
speed limits, enforcement and boat dock requirements were top concerns.  

Table Rock Lake offers over 745 miles of shoreline, 14 developed parks, 13 campgrounds with over 
800 campsites, 100 adjacent resorts and 15 public marinas. The man-made lake was formed in 1958 
and is around 43,000 acres in size.  

The U.S. Corps of Engineers wants to hear from the public that recreates on the water, the businesses 
around the lake and everyone who will be impacted by the lake in some form or other.  

Comments can also be emailed to M4TRMP@usace.army.mil, faxed to 501-324-5605 or mailed to 
Dana Coburn, chief, environmental branch, planning and environmental, USACE, Little Rock 
District, PO Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203.  

Written comments must be received or postmarked by Dec. 14. 

 

View Clip: http://www.cassville‐democrat.com/story/1919950.html  
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Table Rock Lake plan questioned  

 

Cape Fair Marina is just one of dozens of businesses that will likely feel the impact of a mortatorium placed on new shoreline activity 

requests by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the beginning of this month. 

Hundreds of area residents and property owners turned out last week to hear what the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers plans to do with Table Rock Lake, but many of them, including some who 

make a living working on the lake, say they’re not getting any answers. 

The Corps announced this fall it planned to revise the Table Rock Lake Master Plan, a document 

outlining uses for the areas around the lake. The existing master plan dates back to the 1970s. 

Officials at several public meetings last week said improving water quality is a major concern. 

But for several dock builders and marina owners on Table Rock, that doesn’t explain why the 

Corps also announced a moratorium on shoreline activity requests pending completion of the 

master plan update. 

Cecelia Sasser, who owns Colliers Boat Docks in Lampe and Kimberling City, with her husband, 

Jim, said almost all the company’s business is on Table Rock. 

What the moratorium means to the Sassers, and others, is that they might be going out of 

business. 



“We have a 50-foot boat that we run on Table Rock,” she said. “We can’t just put it on a trailer 

and move it somewhere else.” 

Sasser said her company also has a full shop and crew, all of which adds the company’s 

overhead. 

Corps officials gave those wanting to submit shoreline activity requests until Dec. 1. Requests 

received by the start of the month will have to be considered by the Corps. 

About 90 percent of those shoreline requests are for new boat docks or boat dock additions, Jeff 

Farquhar with the Corps said previously. 

Sasser and others said the Corps only gave people a 10- to 14-day notice, however, not long 

enough for some to complete the required paperwork. 

Doug Blevins, co-owner of D&R Dock Builders in Reeds Spring, said the moratorium is going 

to put dock builders like him out of business. 

“In my mind, I don’t see much other choice,” Blevins said. “I’ve got a farm and cattle to take 

care of, but the guy who works for me or someone else, the general laborer who is just out there 

working, I can’t tell him to just take six months or more off and come back. 

“He’s got a house payment to pay and kids to feed. He’s not going to be there in six months,” he 

said. 

Blevins said he doubts the Corps will complete the master plan and the shoreline management 

plan, which is a part of the master plan outlining shoreline activity uses and requests, in only a 

year. 

“It’s probably going to be more like two to five years,” he said. “They’re going to put me out of 

business. I’ve been in business for 25 years.” 

Blevins said he doesn’t understand why the state or the Corps would halt dock building. 

“We collect $50,000 to $75,000 in sales tax for the state a year, and I pay income taxes,” he said. 

“I don’t get why the Corps would want to do this, in an economically hard time.” 

Blevins said water quality is a concern of his, but pointed at old septic systems in nearby 

subdivisions as the culprit, not “the guys mowing the grass next to the water’s edge or the people 

wanting to add boat docks,” both of which require the shoreline activity requests. 



Farquhar said the Corps halted the new requests to establish a baseline on the lake. 

Jim Best, general manager at L&H Dock Service in Blue Eye, said his company also will be hurt 

by the moratorium. 

“We do an awful lot of maintenance and boat lift work, so the moratorium won’t change any of 

that,” Best said, “But as far as dock building, it will take a big percentage of the total gross out of 

contractors. 

“It will hurt us since Table Rock is our home lake.” 

Best said layoffs are likely and contractors will probably have to move out of the area to look for 

work. 

He said his company hurried to submit activity request applications before the Dec. 1 deadline, 

but noted that the Corps won’t do site visits for some time, likely in the spring, once the lake 

maintains a water level of 915 feet. 

Best said he felt the Corps was doing needed work. 

“Without them, we’d have another Lake of the Ozarks, and we don’t need that mess down here,” 

he said. “That’s because there’s no shoreline restrictions. We need the restrictions, we just need 

to be sensible about them. 

“If this is about clean water, I’m all for it,” Best said. “But if this is just a move to stop 

development of the area, I’m against it.” 

Meanwhile, L&H this week is finishing up what could be its last new dock on Table Rock Lake 

for years. 

And fewer boat docks means fewer dollars for the local economy. 

Best said his company spent $2 million on the Table Rock Lake area this year alone on raw 

materials for docks. 

This isn’t the first time the Corps has made things tougher on dock-builders, he said. 

Best said, in 1993, the Corps placed a moratorium on floating structures on the lake, took if off, 

and then put it back on. 



Docks that had already been approved for construction had to be poly flange encapsulated, 

adding additional expense. 

Marinas, other businesses will be impacted 

Scott Phelps, co-owner of Hideaway Marina, Cape Fair Marina and James River Dock Service, 

said the Corps shutdown came as a surprise to businesses like his, which have made large 

investments in property on the lake. 

“We bought two dilapidated marinas ... those two marinas were as good as shut down,” Phelps 

said. “We signed new leases with the Corps when we took them over and put a ton of money into 

it. 

“The news of a complete shutdown is a little shocking. I think some folks don’t even know 

what’s going on yet. 

“I’ve heard rumors that the shutdown may be a couple of years or that there may be no more 

development ever. We certainly wouldn’t have taken these new marinas on and agreed with the 

Corps to invest millions if we knew a few years later the ax was going to drop and it’d be over.” 

Phelps said the shutdown likely surprised some Corps officials, as well. 

“There’s now an environmental side (to the Corps), and everyone knows the environment is a 

huge thing these days. That’s probably what caused this review of the master plan,” he said. 

“While there’s a lot of parts to the master plan, the shoreline management plan is what will 

impact people the most. That’s why everyone has piled into these meetings. That plan is a big 

thing with developers and people wanting to expand their docks.” 

Port of Kimberling General Manager Ryan Hamilton agreed. 

“The shoreline management plan is what governs what happens on the lake,” Hamilton said. “I 

really think the moratorium has a bigger impact than the updated master plan. 

“I’ve seen several Corps public releases where they say the moratorium is a year-long deal, but 

they’re not reviewing the shoreline management plan, so I don’t understand how they can say the 

moratorium will be lifted by then. I think there’s been a lack of information.” 

Phelps said the Corps is doing what it can to manage the lake, despite having a limited 

workforce. 



“There is a lot to it and a lot of different angles to consider,” he said. “You have this commercial 

real estate side that is trying to work actively and positively with marinas and resorts but you 

have this environmental side stepping up and saying, ‘Hey, we need to bring everything up to 

standard.’ 

“It is a fine line to walk, determining if the lake should continue to develop or if it needs to be 

halted for the preservation of the lake. 

“I don’t think the Corps has the answers yet. They had a public meeting because they had to. 

They’ve tried to sugar-coat what is going on. All these people were at the public meetings 

because they feel their business could be impacted.” 

Hamilton said lots of businesses will be impacted. 

“The moratorium is going to stifle any sort of activity,” he said. “You can’t even expand your 

dock. If you have a 10-by-24 slip and you want to buy a bigger boat, make it a 28-foot slip, the 

moratorium won’t let that happen. 

“Dock builders are going to be impacted,” Hamilton said. “That will impact sales tax. It also will 

impact boat dealers because (what size of boat people can buy) is going to be very rigid. 

“What does this mean over the next two to five years? I don’t see the moratorium being lifted 

until the shoreline plan is addressed.” 

Phelps said it means businesses will have to shut their doors. 

“Dock businesses are going to drop like flies, they’ve suddenly gone from having work to not,” 

he said. 

Hamilton said fewer boat dock builders in the local area will mean fewer people on Table Rock 

Lake in the long term. 

“This year we had four docks wiped out by a tornado,” he said. “(Without local builders) it’s 

going to end up costing us more money to replace those docks because there are fewer choices. 

“We may end up having to buy a dock from Oklahoma or Washington state because if there’s no 

docks to build, there’s no dock builders. If it costs us more to replace those docks, our insurance 

premiums go up. 



“It’s concerning to us in a lot of respects,” he said. “In these times, we don’t need more 

challenges. We have peoples’ businesses and livelihoods on the line here.” 

View Clip: http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_a503a0a2-40a9-11e2-a9d7-
001a4bcf887a.html  






