ACTIVITY HAZARD ANALYSIS

                                         CHAIN SAW USAGE

PRINCIPAL STEPS

POTENTIAL HAZARDS

RECOMMENDED CONTROLS







1. Sharpening chain saw

1.  Cuts when sharpening chain

1.  Check and make sure the saw is in the off position.







2.  Refueling

1.  Fire from refueling saw

1.  Do not fuel saw while running or hot or near open flame.

2.  Do not start saw within 10 feet of a fuel container.







3.  Operation of chain saw

1.  Cuts from saw while running

1.  The operator will hold the saw with both hands during all cutting operations.

2.  Operators will wear personal protective equipment as prescribed by the designated authority.  Eye, ear, hand, foot (safety shoes), and leg protection are required as a minimum unless specifically waived by the designated authority.

3.  The chain saw must never be used to cut above the operator’s shoulder height.

4.  The idle speed shall be adjusted so that the chain does not move when the engine is idling.

5.  Before starting to cut, the operator must be sure of footing and  must clear away brush or other materials that might interfere with cutting operations or escape route.

6.  The operator will shut off the saw when carrying it over  slippery surfaces, through heavy brush, and when adjacent to personnel.  The saw may be carried running (idle speed) for short distances (less than 50 feet) as long as it is carried to prevent contact with the chain or muffler.

