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Corps seeks community members to serve on
Southwestern Proving Grounds Advisory Board

The Army Corps of Engineers is seeking members
of the community who are interested in volunteering
their time to serve on a Restoration Advisory Board for
the cleanup of the former Southwestern Proving
Grounds.

The Corps will host a community meeting June 12
a 6:30 p.m. in the Washington Room of the Super 8
Motel located at 1-30 and Arkansas Highway 4 in Hope
to further explain the RAB and take applications.They
aso will answer questions about a restudy of the
Southwestern Proving Ground Engineering Evauation/
Cost Andysis Study.

RAB applications will be accepted until June 22.

A Restoration Advisory Board helps improve
public participation by involving the community in the
restoration decision-making process. The RAB will
include volunteers from the community who reflect the
diverse interests of the local community.

Members of the RAB will be expected to attend

Take precautions if you find
ordnance

-Assume the ordnance is dangerous.
- Don’t touch or disturb it in any way.
- Note the location and leave the
area immediately.

Contact local law
enforcement (sheriff's
ice), and they

will arrange
to safely
investigate
and remove
e ordnance.

regular mestings that will be open to the public. They
will serve aone- to two-year term.

RAB members will receive training, and they will
review and comment on technical documents and plans
relating to the on-going environmental studies and
restoration activities at the former Southwestern
Proving Grounds.

RAB members aso will be expected to serve as
community liaisons and be available to meet with
community members and groups.

A five-person sdlection panel will review dl of the
application forms and select the RAB members. The
panel will consist of representatives from the Corps,
the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality,
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and two
members of the community.

Selections for the RAB should be made during
July, and the Corps will notify the volunteers who are
chosen.

If you have questions about the RAB or are
interested in applying for RAB membership,
community interest forms may aso be obtained by
contacting:

Margar et M or ehead, Project Manager

U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers, LittleRock

District

P.O.Box 867

LittleRock, AR 72203-0867

Phone: 501-324-7134

Under the Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS)
Program, the Corps of Engineers has spent more than
$6 million since 1994 investigating and cleaning up
portions of the former Southwestern Proving Grounds.
More than 6,900 ordnance items have been removed
from about 500 acres |located near residences.

Since cleanup of the entire proving ground is
estimated to cost in excess of $230 million, cleanup is
being done in phases as funding becomes available.

Much more information has been gathered at the

(See” Community members,” on back.)



Community members

ste during the cleanup actions. So, the Corpsis
restudying the current EE/CA to seeif any cost savings
could be redlized from the use of improved technology
at the site. This restudy could result in new
recommendations and cost estimates that will be
coordinated with the affected public.

One way to ensure community involvement in the
cleanup processisto establish a RAB.

Southwestern Proving Ground closed shortly after
World War Il ended, and the 78-square-mile property
was sold to numerous private owners. About half of
the property contains unexploded ordnance ranging

from smal arms ammunition to grenades, artillery
shells, rockets and bombs.
In the first decade after the property was sold, two

ordnance incidents resulted in seven civilian deaths.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers manages and
executes the FUDS program, which investigates and
cleans up properties that were formerly owned, leased,
possessed, or operated by the Department of Defense.
The former Southwestern Proving Ground is eligible
for environmenta investigation and cleanup assistance
under the FUDS program subject to the availability of
funds.

Spotlight on helpful web sites

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock
District
http://www.swl.usace.army.mil

This is the homepage for the Little Rock District,
the local Corps of Engineers district managing
studies at the former SWPG. This site gives you a
good overview of the district’'s work.

To get to the SWPG portion from the front page,
click on the index button, then click on the letter “S.”
It will drop you down to a topic listing where you can
select Southwestern Proving Grounds. It can also be
reached by typing www.swl.usace.army.mil/projmgt/
swpg.html.

This site is updated regularly, so check back
often.

Project Information Retrieval System:
http://pirs.mvr.usace.army.mil/

This is the address for the Project Information
Retrieval System. The system is maintained by Rock
Island District and it allows real-time retrieval of
documents generated by the Corps of Engineers in
support of its projects and programs.

To get information on Southwest Proving
Grounds, click on FUDS projects, click on the
alphabetical listing, click on “S” then scroll down to
Southwest Proving Grounds.

PIRS is constantly adding new documents and
making them accessible to the public. Please check
the site often, because it is always changing.

Questions? Want to be added to the mailing list?
Contact Project Manager Margaret Morehead at (501) 324-7134 or
1-800-531-4270
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