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Recreation Whatever your recreational interest, Norfork Lake
abounds with opportunities.

With wide open, breezy stretches for sailing and
quiet, secluded coves for skiing and swimming, the
clear and uncrowded waters of Norfork are ideal for
water sports. Scuba diving is excellent, attracting
divers from throughout the central United States. The
wooded and undeveloped shoreline allows for ample
room to enjoy the hills and hollows.

Developed parks offer campsites that range from
rustic to modern with electrical hookups, playgrounds,
group picnic shelters, designated swimming areas and
boat-launching ramps. Fees are charged for the use of
some facilities. Concessionaire-operated marinas
provide boat and motor rental, fuel and other related
supplies and services.

Norfork Lake is an outstanding fishery, drawing
fishing enthusiasts from across the country and
hosting tournaments for several species of fish. The
cold water of the North Fork River, downstream of the
Norfork Dam, is a world-class trout stream. The
Arkansas record brook trout and a previous world
record brown trout were taken from the river. The
Norfork National Fish Hatchery is located below the
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ety Please be alert to unsafe conditions, hazards or
damaged facilities that you may encounter during your
visit and report them to a ranger, park attendant or
the Project Office.

Boating

 

Boating
■Learn and follow small craft navigation rules.
■Boats must not approach closer to the dam than

indicated by warning signs.
■Obey state boating laws.
■Make sure your boat is seaworthy.
■Keep the boatload at a minimum.
■Carry a life preserver for each occupant.
■Avoid standing in a boat.
■Watch for obstructions when approaching the

shore.
■Slow down when approaching small boats, docks or

skiers.
■Head for shore if bad weather threatens.
■Help boats in distress; if you need assistance, ask

for it.
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Management The wise management of natural resources on
Norfork is important to maintain the quality
environment which attracts people to this area. A
buffer of 32,000 acres of public land surrounds the
lake, ensuring the high quality water all enjoy. This
land creates diverse habitats for abundant plants and
animals. These varied habitats provide homes for a
variety of animals, from white-tailed deer and black
bear to wild turkey and bald eagle. The goal of the
Corps of Engineers for managing these lands is to
maintain them as a functioning unit of the ecosystem.

The use of prescribed fire in a controlled setting
has many benefits to native plants and animals. Long
ago natural fires, perhaps started by lightning, created
natural openings in the forest. Today the Corps follows
nature’s example by using controlled fire to maintain
forest openings and create the important “edge effect”
between wooded areas. Fire removes leaf litter and
returns nutrients to the soil, preparing the soil for new
plant growth. The rapid growth of new plants
following a controlled burn provides high quality food
for both game and non-game wildlife. Some plants
crowd out more desirable plants; their removal allows
younger trees and shrubs to grow more rapidly. The
planting of beneficial shrubs and trees increases the
productivity of all members of the natural plant
community.

General
Information

Hunting and fishing are regulated by state and
federal laws. State licenses are required.

Prior to construction on, alteration or modification
of public lands and waters, the Mountain Home
Project Office must be contacted.

Please leave the area in a better condition than you
found it. Avoid damaging trees and plants and
properly dispose of  all refuse. Take only photographs
and memories; leave only footprints.

Inquiries regarding the project and its use are
welcomed by the Operations Project Manager at the
Mountain Home Project Office. Copies of the rules
and regulations governing public use of  this lake as
published in Title 36, Chapter III, Part 327 of  the
Code of  Federal Regulations may be obtained from the
Project Office.

Skiing

 

Skiing
■Don’t ski if you don’t know how to swim.
■Always wear a ski jacket or life preserver.
■Stay in open water.
■Watch for swimmers.
■Have at least two people in the boat, one to run

the boat and one to watch the skier.

Swimming

 

Swimming
■Swim and wade only where you are familiar with

the water depths and the bottom.
■Swim in company with others.
■Avoid diving.
■Be careful of overestimating your swimming ability

because water distances are deceiving.
■Watch children closely.
■Swimmers should avoid boat channels, launching

ramps and docks.
■Horseplay in the water can result in injuries.

Hunting

 

Hunting
■Carry the gun so you can control the direction of

the muzzle even if you stumble.
■Keep the safety on until you are ready to shoot.
■Know what you are shooting at before you pull the

trigger.
■Point the gun only at things you intend to shoot.
■Ricochets from shooting at the water and flat, hard

surfaces create unnecessary peril in hunting.
■Remember, people are killed with “unloaded” guns

every day. Avoid horseplay.
Hunters should refer to current Arkansas Game and Fish

Commission regulations for information on hunting on government
lands around Norfork Lake. No hunting is permitted in the parks.

STANDARD
WATERWAY
MARKERS

BOATS ARE PROHIBITED
IN AREAS SO MARKED

WARNS OF DANGER:
IT MAY APPEAR ON A 
BUOY OR ON SHORE.

SKI
AREA

BRUSH
CREEK

➜NO
WAKE

NO
SKI

CONTROLLED AREAS AND
SPEED LIMITS AS INDICATED

INSIDE CIRCLE

THIS FLAG INDICATES THAT
A DIVER IS BELOW THE

SURFACE IN THE AREA MARKED.
PROCEED WITH CAUTION.

LOCATION MARKERSMOORING BUOY
PRIVATELY MAINTAINED

THESE MARKERS GIVE
INFORMATION SUCH AS

NAMES, DISTANCES, AND
ACTIVITIES PERMITTED.

INDICATES THAT A BOAT
SHOULD NOT PASS BETWEEN

THE BUOY AND SHORE

12

Emergency
Phone Numbers

Baxter Co., AR    Ozark Co., MO
Park Ranger ................. (870) 425-2700 ....... (870) 425-2700
Sheriff ................................................. 911 ....... (417) 679-4633
State Police ................. (870) 741-3455 ....... (800) 525-5555

or Cellular *55
Ambulance ........................................ 911 ....... (417) 679-4750

Mountain Home Project Office
P.O. Box 369

Mountain Home, AR 72653-0369
(870) 425-2700

Internet Address: www.usace.army.mil/swl/parks/
norfork/norfork.html

Norfork
Lake

Project DataProject Data
LOCATION

Norfork Dam is located on North Fork River, at river
mile 4.8, four miles northeast of  Norfork, Arkansas. There
are 1,806 square miles of drainage above the dam.
PURPOSE

Norfork is one of  four multiple-purpose projects
constructed in the upper White River Basin for control of
floods and generation of  hydroelectric power. The project
also offers excellent recreational opportunities.
CONSTRUCTION

Construction of the dam was initiated in the spring of
1941 and was completed three years later, while
construction of the powerhouse and switchyard was
completed in October 1949. Commercial generation was
begun in 1944. Overall construction cost of dam and
powerhouse was approximately $28,600,000.

DAM
Length of dam, feet ...................................................... 2,624
Maximum height of dam above streambed, feet ............. 216
Concrete in dam, cubic yards ............................... 1,500,000
Length of spillway, gross, feet ......................................... 568
Spillway crest gates (12), size in feet ....................... 40 x 28
Outlet conduits (11), size in feet ................................... 4 x 6
Elevations, feet above mean sea level
     Top of dam .................................................................. 590
     Spillway crest .............................................................. 552

LAKE
Elevations, feet above mean sea level
     Top of flood-control pool ............................................. 580
     Top of conservation pool
         Sept. to April ........................................................... 550
         April to Sept. ........................................................... 554
Surface area of lake, acres
     At top of flood-control pool .................................... 30,700
     At top of conservation pool ................................... 22,000
Storage capacities, acre feet
     Flood control ........................................................ 732,000
     Power drawdown and dead .............................. 1,251,000
     Lake total .......................................................... 1.983,000
Shoreline length, miles
     At top of flood-control pool ......................................... 510
     At top of conservation pool ........................................ 380

POWER DEVELOPMENT
Generating units installed, number ..................................... 2
Generating units to be installed at a future date ................ 2
Rated capacity, each unit, kilowatts ........................... 35,000
Station installed capacity, kilowatts ............................ 70,000

Dam Safety
 

DamSafety
Be aware of hazardous water conditions near the

dam. Below the dam, listen for a warning horn or siren
signaling a discharge of water and watch for conditions
that may signal rising water. Above the dam, observe
warning signs and stay out of restricted areas.

dam and produces trout for stocking in the North
Fork and other suitable waters in Arkansas and
contiguous states.

The Robinson Point National Recreation Trail and
the Norfork section of the Ozark Trail enable nature
observers and photographers to view the Ozark
Mountains through the change of seasons. Spring-
flowering trees, shrubs and wildflowers add subtle
colors, while fall brings the hills ablaze with the colors
of oaks and hickories. Viewing wildlife is a popular
activity on and around the lake, and these two trails
provide access to a variety of habitats.

The public land around Norfork provides the
hunter with good opportunities for white-tailed deer,
wild turkey, squirrel, rabbit and quail. Migratory birds
and waterfowl, such as doves, ducks and geese are also
found here. Some areas are cooperatively managed
with state and volunteer organizations to provide
maximum benefits for both game and non-game
wildlife.

The area has a wide range of accommodations and
services for visitors. More detailed information on
lodging, restaurants and other recreational
opportunities can be obtained from area chambers of
commerce.
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