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It was seven years in the making, and
the timing of the ceremony was in doubt
when high Mississippi River levels still
covered the access road and most of the
structure with water just days before the
event.  But the July 16 dedication of
Montgomery Point Lock & Dam turned
out to be everything organizers had hoped
and then some.

The water receded, and hundreds of
people turned out to witness the event.
The day's activities not only included the
ribbon-cutting ceremony, but also a sign-
ing ceremony for a regional agreement
between the Army Corps of Engineers
and the Nature Conservancy and the first
Arkansas appearance of the World War II
era submarine, the USS Razorback.

A host of dignitaries attended including
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil
Works Mr. John P. Woodley, who served
as keynote speaker.  There were two
Corps division engineers, Congressmen
and a US Senator, as well as state agency
heads from Arkansas and Oklahoma, war
veterans and interested members of the
public. 

News reporters and photographers from
four newspapers, an international wire
service and three special interest publica-
tions attended to cover the event.
Affiliate stations from ABC, CBS, NBC
and Fox networks were all there.  Three
brought satellite trucks to do live broad-
casts.

The ceremony was a time for sharing
credit with those who helped make
Montgomery Point L&D a reality.  

"This project would not exist today
without untiring efforts from many part-
ners," Little Rock District Engineer Ben
Butler said during his remarks.  "The
five-state Arkansas River Basin Interstate
Committee is among the list of partners

that made this possible."  He went on to
name other individuals, agencies and
organizations that also were instrumental.

He congratulated Little Rock District
employees who worked on the project, as
well as the contractors and subcontractors
who "turned plans and specs into the steel
and concrete that forms this unique facili-
ty."  

Butler described the many environmen-
tally sustainable features of the new lock
and dam.  He also promoted the many
benefits of the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas
River Navigation System, as well as the
continuing public and private investments
being made all along the waterway.  

"This lock and dam, created in the spir-
it of partnership, will enable the
McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River

Navigation System to remain a viable,
year-round transportation corridor," Butler
said.  "And this will help ensure the kinds
of continued investment and growth that
are good for our economy, our environ-
ment, and our nation.

Brig. Gen. Robert Crear, who was
Southwestern Division commander during
much of the construction and who is now
commander of the Mississippi Valley
Division, agreed during his remarks to the
gathering that "partnerships are very
important to us in the Corps and are nec-
essary if we are to meet the nation's cur-
rent and future challenges."

He pointed out that the Corps has
moved toward a regional or watershed
approach to projects.  "We've learned that
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During the dedication ceremony July 16 near Tichnor, Ark., Congressman Mike
Ross and Senator Mark Pryor unveil the plaque that will be mounted at
Montgomery Point Lock and Dam.

by PJ Spaul
LRDispatch Staff

(See “MPLD” on page 3)

Montgomery Point

District dedicates 13th dam on the Ark River



To all of the employees of the Little Rock District. What an
excellent opportunity I have had, being able to serve in such a great
organization as our Little Rock District!  I have been truly blessed
by God to have the privilege to serve with you.

Three years ago, I was told that the people of the Little Rock
District were the best in the Corps!  I heard right.  Little Rock
District is about its people!  You have inspired me with your profes-
sionalism, your can-do attitude, your generosity and your spirit of
volunteerism.  

We've shared a challenging three years, and we've shared many
accomplishments.  

Our accomplishments were made possible by the great work
from many fine people, from secretaries to chiefs, from specialists
to team leaders, from clerks to deputies, from WG employees to
uniformed service personnel.  Earning Project of the Year for three
consecutive years, and still in the running for the fourth year, does
not happen by happenstance.  Being recognized by outside agen-
cies, such as the Air Force Project Manager of the Year and taking
four of seven Federal Executive Agency annual awards does not
happen without support at all levels. One of the things I am most
proud of is the teamwork, mutual support and enthusiasm that are
the hallmark of the Little Rock District.

I want to quickly thank some of those our fine employees.  First
I need to thank my secretary, "Miss Beverly" Mathews.  Truly an
unsung hero, without her taking such great care to manage the
minute details, this district would not be able to operate nearly as
efficiently, or as effectively.

Others that work in the background, but without which we would
be unable to perform are those associated with the administrative
staff, which provided excellent support to the district - support that
would be the envy of any commander.  A special thanks to Toby
Isbell, Henry Hollins, Lisa Simpson, Marla Anderson, Peggy
Paulsen, and Natalie Roland.

Our civilian leadership was there every step of the way.  Ed
Watford was instrumental in heading our programs and project
management activities.  Not only that, he fostered outstanding rela-
tionships with the Congressional delegations, other Federal and
state officials, stakeholders, sponsors and partners.  But it was the
team effort of people like Lee Bass, Brinda Jackson, Jim Pfeifer and
Mike Biggs that truly made a difference.

Our other senior civilians, RE Rogers in Counsel, Donald Dunn
in E&C, Mike Miller in Operations and Ken Carter in PER stepped
up to the plate time and time again with their professional staffs to
maintain Little Rock's top-notch reputation even during difficult
times.   But they could not have done what they did without the help
of exceptional employees like Ralph Allen, Mark Emmerling, Larry

Winters, Stan Jones, Ken Rollins, and Joel Ward. 
Mark Moore in Real Estate and Sandra Easter in Contracting

always came through like champions, even during uncertain times.
Again it was efforts of people such as Tamika Slaughter, Tammy
Jones, Dudley Smith, and Darrel Johnson, that made the organiza-
tion successful.

Both of my military deputies were called away to war.  Randy
Hathaway stepped up to the plate late last year and has done a
remarkable job filling in during Major Patterson's absence.

I'll never forget these Herculean efforts.  Everywhere I turned, the
District's people were stepping forward to do whatever needed to be
done.

We've had 46 employees (31 civilians, 13 reservists, 2 Deputy
District Engineers) deploy in support of the global war on terrorism.
Eileen Grant from here in the District Office, Bobby Smith from out
in the field, and so many more of you gave up the comforts of home
to help others. 

We recently dedicated Montgomery Point Lock and Dam.
Mitch Eggburn and his crew at our construction office there worked
wonders.  This project is one of many great accomplishments of
which this district can boast.   Another accomplishment nearing
completion is the Table Rock Dam Auxiliary Spillway.  Jon
Wedgeworth and his crew have kept that project moving.  There are
so many of you who have been part of the teams that it is impossi-
ble to name you all.  But I truly thank each and every one of you.

All of our accomplishments are based on relationships outside
our agency at other levels of government and in the communities
we serve.  The people of Little Rock District are world-class cham-
pions at establishing and maintaining productive relationships. We
have great relationships with other federal agencies such as the
Federal Highway Administration, Natural Resources Conversation
Service, and National Forest Service. Our relationship with state
agencies such as Arkansas Parks and Tourism and Arkansas Game
and Fish are the envy of every other Corps District.  We likewise
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Butler bids farewell to Little Rock
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single, geographically limited projects may
solve one problem, only to inadvertently
cause another."  He said the Montgomery
Point project "is a great example of taking a
watershed approach."

The general went on to discuss how skills
that Corps employees develop while working
on Civil Works projects are in demand to aid
in the Global War on Terrorism.  He talked
about some of his experiences in Iraq heading
the Corps' Restore Iraqi Oil efforts.

When the Assistant Secretary of the Army
for Civil Works took to the lectern for his
remarks, he echoed earlier statements about
partnerships being key, and he especially
praised members of the congressional delega-
tions in the region.

"In practice, Congress does its work when
members work through differences and pass
legislation that serves the nation's overall
interest," Woodley said.  "That has been my
experience with the Civil Works program.
Civil Works expertise gives the Army the
capacity to respond to whatever national need
may arise." 

He predicted that the Corps of the future
"will be the nation's leader for sustainable
watershed development and environmental
restoration" and that it "will continue to be
the world's pre-eminent public construction
agency."  

Woodley concluded by saying the Corps is
ready whenever and wherever called.  "And I
am sure that, although the missions may be
different, it will still be true 200 years from
today."

MPLD
Continued from page 1

enjoy a teamwork environment with
environmental organizations such as
The Nature Conservancy. 

Internally, we've experienced signifi-
cant change, such as USACE 2012.  I
am proud to say you rose to the chal-
lenge.  

We also deployed P2.  Jorge
Gutierrez , like many of our employees,
gave that extra effort that made the dif-
ference between success and failure.  

Success does not come without chal-
lenges.  One of the greatest challenges
Little Rock District faces is the budget.
The budget has been austere.  The
future is uncertain.  I do feel certain,
however, that Colonel Walters will con-
tinue to take care of our personnel.  I
am confident that you will continue to
perform at your usual superb level. 

I know this because despite the diffi-
cult financial times, your spirit of giving

was not deterred.  You reached your
highest Combined Federal Campaign
total ever last fall.  Not only that, your
contributions to Project Santa gave a big
boost to the local Marine Corps Toys
for Tots drive.   

And let's not forget the good work at
our projects that led Great Arkansas
Cleanup and National Public Lands Day
activities.  This spirit of volunteerism
spills over into the communities we
serve.  Nearly 2,000 volunteers partici-
pated in National Public Lands Day
activities this year at Greers Ferry,
Beaver, Pine Bluff, Millwood, Ozark
and Dardanelle.

Little Rock District, I will never for-
get the people.  Because of you, my
time here has been blessed.  Good luck,
and God be with you as you take Little
Rock District to new heights.  

Continued from page 2

Colonel

David Virden

In your face!
Col. Benjamin Butler
goes for a two-point
shot at Engineer Day
June 18.  His team
won the Engineer Day
basketball tournament
for the second consec-
tive year.

Editor’s note: The LRDispatch staff wel-
comes your opinions. Letters must be
signed. If you choose to have your name
withheld from publication, we will honor
your request. 

Comments and Family News submis-
sions must be received by August 30 for
publication in the August-September issue.
Send your comments to valerie.d.bucking-
ham

@usace.army.mil or mail them to Public
Affairs Office at P.O. Box 867, Little Rock,
AR 72203-0867. 

We reserve the right to refuse publica-
tion of any letter that is deemed libelous. 

What do you think?
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Montgomery Point Lock and Dam
Dedication Ceremony

Valerie Buckingham

Valerie Buckingham

Valerie Buckingham

(Clockwise) Col. Benjamin Butler gives remarks at the Montgomery Point Lock
and Dam dedication ceremony July 16.  A large crowd gathers under the tent for
the beginning of the ceremony.  The Motor Vessel Mississippi transported a few
attendees from the Navigation Conference in Tunica, Miss. to southeast
Arkansas for the dedication. The USS Razorback made an appearance at the
MPLD ceremony on its way to North Little Rock where it will be part of a mer-
itime museum. Dignitaries cut the ribbon at the ceremony. Keynote speakers
stand for the Pledge of Allegience.     (photos continued on page 8)

PJ Spaul

Valerie Buckingham
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Births
Gavin Etris Lindley was born June 2. He is the grandson of

Warren and Catherine Etris. Warren is an Operator at
Dardanelle Power Plant.

Avery Margaret was born May 26. She is the daughter of Cori
and Cassie Reiter. She is the granddaughter of Richard Reiter,
a civil engineering technician at Table Rock Project Office.

Deaths
Joe Ward died June 5. He is the father of Joel Ward, a biolo-

gist in the Regulatory Branch.

Margaret Wood died June 9. She is the mother of Elaine
Whitlow, an emergency operations assistant in the Emergency
Management Office.

Loretta Maree Johnson Coker died June 1. She is the wife of
Connie Coker, retired lock and dam operator, Russellville
Project Office and the aunt of Bruce Johnson, a civil engineer-
ing technician at Blue Mountain.

Retiree Billy J. Moore, 69, died June 26. He was an electrical
engineer and worked in a variety of assisgnments in Engineering
and Construction-Operations.

Congratulations

Chanda Higgins graduated from Gillett High School in May.
She is the daughter of Sandy Higgins, a civil engineering tech-
nician at the South Arkansas Construction Resident Office.
Chanda is currently attending Arkansas National Guard basic
training and technical school at Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas. In the fall she will be attending the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock.

Patrick D. McConnell graduated from Arkansas Technical
University in Russellville on May 8 with a bachelor of science
degree in computer science. He is the son of Foster McConnell,
a civil engineering technician in the survey and data section.

Monique McCrary graduated from DeVry University with hon-
ors on June 20. She is the daughter of Thomas McCrary, chief,
resource management office.

Jonathan Willard participated in the Hugh O’Brian Youth
Leadership Conference of Arkansas in Rogers, Ark. He is the
son of Hoover Willard, manager of Blue Mountain Lake.

Jim B. Evans graduated with a bachelor of science degree in

aviation from Henderson State University on May 8. He is the
son of Ethel Evans, Russellville Project Office.

Customer Care

Dear Lee Schoonover and Kyle Clark,
Thank you for your excellant presentation on the permitting

process at the the applicants briefing for public assistance for
FEMA-1516-DR-AR. I think the presentation will go a long way
in helping people to become knowledgeable about the permitting
process for this and other disasters.  I would like to  thank the
Corps for allowing you to assist  us in getting this important
information out to the disaster applicants.
Sincerely,
Richard Griffin
Plans & Operations Division Manager
Arkansas Department of Emergency Management

To Whom It May Concern:
I spent Saturday night, May 15, at Jefferson Ridge #66 and I

had to compliment the attendents at the gate and also the Corps
park ranger that was very helpful when  we arrived.  Having
never been there, we explained sort of what we wanted and both
went out of their way recommending areas to help us find the
site we wanted. This is the first time I have camped at a Corps
campgrounds but I promise I will be back. Everything was
exceptionally clean.
Again, thanks for the wonderful weekend.
Barrie Davis

Family News

Courtesy photo

Russ Goulart, receives a 5th degree black belt from 9th
degree Master Tongung Lee of the Hapkido Association.
Goulart is a senior electronics mechanic and operates
the electronic shop for Norfork, Bull Shoals and Greers
Ferry Power Plants.

Way to go!
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Many of the periodi-
cals and newsletters in
the Technical Resource
Center provide informa-
tion useful to District
employees.  The ever-
popular "Consumer
Reports" offers evalua-
tions of products from
computers and appli-
ances to diet food and
lawn mowers.

For tips on software
products, the TRC has
the "Inside" series, with
each title covering tips
on such Microsoft products such as
Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Access,
Windows XP and more.   "PC Magazine"
provides an up-to-date view of the indus-
try. Health periodicals include the
widely read "Prevention" magazine, filled
with tips on weight loss, nutrition, sup-
plements and drugs.  "Consumer Reports
on Heath" and the "Hope Health Letter"
provide insights on disease control and
healthy living.
Leadership and management interests are
served through such journals as
"Government Executive," "Leading for
Results," "Executive Excellence,"
"Organized Executive," "Leadership and
Management in Engineering," and

"Customers First for
Government," and
"Team Management
Briefings."
Current news sources
include "Wall Street
Journal," "Arkansas
Business," 'Army
Times," "Scientific
American and "Time."

The assort-
ment of technical peri-
odicals provides solid
coverage of engineer-
ing topics, with such
titles as "Civil

Engineering,"  "ENR,"  "ASHRAE
Journal," "Welding," "Southern
Building,"  "International Journal of
Hydropower and Dams," and "Design
Build."   Many of these titles are routed
to specific sections and returned to the
library for everyone's use. 

Updated Health Materials

The TRC now has a 2004 edition of the
"Physicians' Desk Reference,"  (REF
RS75 .P5 2004) which provides informa-
tion about prescription drugs, including
contra-indications of those medications.
The completely revised "Mayo Clinic

Family Health Book" (REF RC81.M473
2003) gives comprehensive coverage of
topics, such as diseases and disorders,
test and treatments, first aid, stages of life
and healthy living.  The TRC is also
adding "PDR for Herbal Medicine" as
well as the "PDR for Non-prescription
Drugs."

Help for Federal Managers

Several new additions to the TRC col-
lection will assist government managers
in employee relations:  "Managing Leave
and Attendance Problems" (JK770.G55
2003), "Diversity:  Straight Talk from the
Trenches" (HF5549.5.M5 S68 1996),
"Performance Management: Performance
Standards and You" (JK766.6 K76 2004).
"How To Build an Effective Team"
(HD66 .W53 1996), "Maximizing Human
Capital" (HF 5540.5.P35 2003), and
"Understanding Employee and Family
Friendly Leave Policies" (JK770.G56
2003)

Library Shelf
by Judy Bullwinkle

HHot Website of the Monthot Website of the Month

www.healthfinder.com

Healthfinder -- guide to reliable
health information

Library houses new periodicals for summer

Courtesy photo

Hooaah!
Sgt. Maj. Joe Goodson,
received the Bronze Star
while deployed to Iraq with
his National Guard unit,
the 168 th Engineer
Group, Vicksburg, MS.
Goodson received the
medal for actions consid-
ered over and beyond the
call of duty while perform-
ing construction manage-
ment missions in Iraq.  He
is a team leader and con-
struction representative at
Montgomery Point Lock
and Dam.

The Engineer Federal
Credit Union can
help with a  special
vacation loan!
For details,
call Nellie at 324-
5538.
Open 0900-1300, Mon-Thurs

Planning to get 
away from it all this

summer?
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(Top) An aerial view of Montgomery
Point Lock and Dam. (Right) Lee Moore
of the Nature Conservancy and Col.
Jeffrey Dorko, Southwestern Division
Commander watch as Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works
Mr. John Woodley signs a memoran-
dum of understanding July 16. The
MOU was between the Southwestern
Division and Nature Conservancy.


